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This cover by Maya Barabas is called Spring. She is in year 4 at
Hemingford Grey School. Her clever use of pinks, greens and blues
brings a warmth and vitality to her painting.
Apologies for only printing this in black and white.
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Notes from the Chairman
Can I begin by expressing a huge thank you to all who have served on the Parish Council
for the past four years while I have been Chairman. During this time I hope we have
become a more inclusive and approachable body.
Elections are being held on 3 May this year to elect members of the Parish Council. Can I
put a plea out to encourage you to come forward to serve this fantastic and vibrant
community?
I know my colleagues have achieved good progress. We have upgraded our street lights to
be brighter and more energy-efficient, and worked on road flooding issues — particularly
in Apple Orchard. We have also improved road safety on Hemingford Road and around
Victoria Terrace. And we were instrumental in getting the new pedestrian crossing
outside the school.
We have become a much more open and approachable Council and have attended events,
such as the monthly Village Market, so that people can come and talk about village issues
with us.
We are working hard to include residents of the Yes Development in village concerns. We
are pleased we now have representatives on our Parish Council.
I have enjoyed my four years as chairman, and wish the next chair every success. I offer
my full support to whoever takes up the position.
Cllr. Doug Dew – Chairman, Hemingford Grey Parish Council

2

Hemingford Grey school report
The school continues to thrive and the children are developing into self-motivated and
determined learners. We were subject to a two-day review in December and January and
the consultant undertaking the review was very impressed.
"You place great importance on the emotional well-being of your pupils. This is reflected in
many aspects of life in your school. Classroom displays promote emotional literacy; pupils
understand the school's core values. It is clear from visiting your classrooms and speaking
with your pupils that your expectations for high standards of behaviour and welfare benefit
your pupils greatly. Pupils are respectful and polite towards each other and with the adults
in school. They are able to explain clearly what they are learning and the ways in which
their teachers help them to improve. Pupils take pride in their work because of the
expectations of their teachers."
The full report can be viewed on our website.
We have been delighted to welcome parents into school to learn science alongside their
children, and to attend workshops on a range of subjects. We continue to work with the
Hemingford Gardening Society and are so appreciative of their support.
The children in Year 5 and 6 have been working outdoors to construct a new bug hotel
next to our wildflower mound, in preparation for the emergence of insects when spring
arrives. Old pallets have been recycled to provide a sustainable habitat for small
creatures. We have also planted several fruit trees to expand the produce we are able to
harvest.
We hope that those of you who do not have children at the school will visit over Open
Gardens weekend, when the school grounds will be open from 10am-noon on 16 June.

Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Plan
There are no plans for housing in the District Council’s Local Plan (so far) for the village,
but we feel it’s best to be ready should a change of government policy happen.
Our village is classified as a ’smaller settlement’ with no allocation (at the moment) for
any land within our parish boundary to be developed in this Local Plan. Despite having
Environment Agency flood defences installed in 2006, we are still considered to be at
significant risk of flooding.
However, government policy could change:
• if flood modelling is revised
• if the District Council runs out of suitable development land elsewhere.
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Hemingford Grey: Have your say!
This is your chance to help in deciding the future of Hemingford Grey.
The Parish Council has decided that we should undertake our own Neighbourhood Plan,
and wants to involve everyone in the village to help in shaping this. There is a wide range
of skills needed. For instance: project management, market research, time to deliver
leaflets, photography, planning knowledge, building expertise, flood or utilities
experience — in fact any local knowledge you may have that will give structure to how we
see our future. Together we can write our own plans to enhance our village.
We know what our community wants and needs better than any outside agency. So we
should be part of the guidance for planning our own development.
We could propose having our own village hall, a new play area, proper parking for
visitors, sheltered housing, sheds for men, low-cost housing, a new cemetery (we need
one), a health centre and so on.
Our village is historic. We need to ensure that we preserve and protect our village assets.
It’s a big task, and we need your help. Our village is full of talented people. Maybe you can
spare a couple of hours to lend a hand in pulling the vital information together.
You’ll play a key role in creating a working document that will last Hemingford Grey well
into the 2030s.
The Neighbourhood Plan will probably take at least two years to create and agree. It will
demand a great deal of careful thought, and it must be compatible with Huntingdon
District Council's own Local Plan. But our version will have equal weight in any planning
decisions.
The Parish Council will shortly distribute a questionnaire to every household to find out
residents’ views and to start the discussion. Please complete this and return it to the
village shop or by post to the Parish Clerk (see questionnaire for address) by the end of
May. Members of the Council will be at the village markets on 14 April and 12 May, so
come along and talk to us about the things that concern you and what you would like from
and for your village over the next two decades.

Transport for the Hemingfords: Parish Council task group
The task group (representing the Parish Councils of Hemingford Grey and Hemingford
Abbots) has been working on the transport issues facing the two parishes.

4

We are pleased to see that the Monday and Friday bus service provided by Dews
continues to be well used. The Volunteer Bureau in St Ives reports that the Community
Car Scheme now has at least six drivers from the Hemingfords and that the majority of
lifts provided to our residents are given by village drivers. All requests for transport,
given with three days' notice, have been met, as well as most requests given at short
notice. So if you would like to know more, phone the Bureau on 01480 301462 (Monday
to Thursday 12.30pm-3pm).
Members of the task group attended a meeting organised by St Ives Town Council, where
the town council and eight parish councils shared information on the bus situation. It was
decided to invite representatives of Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss the
transport issues facing St Ives and surrounding villages.
Huntingdon Association for Community Transport (HACT) came to our Parish Council
meeting on 12 February and outlined what services it provides for residents in our
parishes. Did you know that on the second Wednesday of each month, HACT can take you
into Cambridge for the day? If you would like to know more, look at its website
WWW.HACT-Cambs.co.uk or phone 01480 411114.
Finally, residents have told us that it has proved difficult to access medical services in St
Ives because of the lack of buses. We are surveying doctors, dentists and other health
providers for more information.
If you would like to know more about the work of the task group, talk to us at the Village
Market (second Saturday of each month at the Parish Centre, High Street, Hemingford
Grey) or phone one of the following councillors; Anne Meredith, Doug Dew, Riva Elliott,
Leanne Elmstrom or Chris Nicoll (Hemingford Abbotts). Phone numbers and email
addresses are given under Parish Information at the end of this newsletter.
Councillor Anne Meredith, Co-ordinator of Transport and the Hemingfords

Community Car Scheme
The Parish Council has been working with Huntingdonshire Volunteer Centre,
specifically the St Ives branch of the Community Car Scheme, to increase awareness of
alternatives to buses since the loss of the Go Whippet service in Hemingford Grey.
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The scheme matches passengers with volunteer drivers, who use their own cars to take
those in need of the service to hospital appointments, shopping or even to visit friends
and relations.
Passengers pay 40p a mile based on the driver’s mileage, to cover the driver’s expenses,
plus a £1 booking fee which the driver passes on to the volunteer centre office to cover
administration costs. With the help of the Parish Council, four new drivers have been
recruited, which has increased capacity to supply transport for Hemingford residents.
The scheme is primarily there for essential journeys. However, with the new drivers,
there is some capacity for more social journeys: for example, to travel to meetings in St
Ives such as University of the 3rd Age. The scheme will also look at connecting people to
the buses in St Ives if you want to travel to Huntingdon or Cambridge.
Volunteer drivers are still needed. No experience is necessary; just common sense and a
sympathetic attitude. Support and guidance is always available from the friendly office.
Note that all applicants will be subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). This
used to be known as a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check. Satisfactory references will
be required.
In addition there are other volunteer opportunities available via www.do-it.org.uk or
call into any of the offices for a chat. You can phone 01480 301462 or 0758 2211392;
email: stives@huntsvc.org.uk. The website is www.huntsvc.org.uk

Village activities
We are lucky to live in a village with a thriving social scene. If you would like to have
your club activity featured in this newsletter, please send the information through to
the Parish Clerk (contact details on the last page). If you use Facebook then please
search for and ‘like’ the following pages ‘Our YES Estate’ and ‘Hemingford Grey
Community page’
You can ask to be listed on the Community/What’s On sections on the new Parish
Council website. Contact the Parish Clerk. Details on the last page.

Village shop and Post Office
We are fortunate to have such a useful shop in our village. If you have a request for the
owners to stock special items, pop in and let them know.

Update on Mick George Ltd planning proposals
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Iain Muspratt, treasurer of the SayNo2MickGeorge committee, updated the Parish Council
planning committee on Monday 13 March about the latest developments of the Mick
George Ltd (MGL) proposed planning application for the creation of Cambridgeshire’s
largest waste management site. MGL proposes to use the Hemingford Golf Course site,
which is designated as a leisure and recreational facility for this. Obviously we want to
keep it designated for this use only. Huntingdon District Council (HDC) and our MP,
Jonathan Djanogly, appear to back this.
MGL told Fenstanton Parish Council in early February that the planning application would
be submitted by 23 February, it was not.
BUT on 12 March the HDC development committee was asked to approve handing over its
role in any such planning application to Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC), as this
application was expected imminently. MGL’s plan accompanying this proposal shows little
change from before, but now includes the neighbouring area used for astro turf and is
designated as a waste site. This implies MGL now owns this land too. MGL has renamed
the entire development New Farm West rather than Hemingford Golf Course. We are
calling for HDC councillors to oppose handing over their planning powers to CCC.
MGL has been taken by surprise with the vehemence of Hemingford opposition to date.
The company’s delay in submitting a planning application may be explained by the
following:
• MGL has spent a lot of time and money appealing a decision made by Lincolnshire
County Council (and all other local authorities) to refuse permission to extract
limestone from a Grantham quarry, and then use it for landfill. Opposition has been
led by an action group over the past three years. The Inspector’s decision is
expected in April.
• CCC together with Peterborough is about to start work on a new Waste and
Minerals Plan. Be in no doubt: MGL will campaign hard to have the Hemingford Golf
Course/New West Farm site included because it is not in the current plan.
Our aim is to ensure the site remains excluded. And we need as much help and support as
possible to achieve this.
A family event
Hemingfords Action Group is holding a ramble and art competition at Abbots Events, next
door to the golf course site on Saturday 16 June. You will get to see how large the site is
and how near it is to our homes. Children will take part in a colouring and painting
competition, with prizes for everyone, while adults join the ramble.
If adults feel inspired to submit pictures of scenes from our villages or images reflecting
our environment, please submit your entries by 9 June, with judging taking place on 16
June. . The ramble is followed by a hog roast, with vegetarian option. You’re invited to
have a free session of putting and using the golf driving range.
A history of adding more waste
Our focus is to prevent any industrialisation of the golf course site. Once MGL gets any
permission, however restricted initially, the company has a history of creeping
development, introducing more and more processes and wastes as time goes on. We
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cannot state strongly enough, that when a planning application is made, the whole
community needs to join forces to stop Mick George Ltd from building Cambridgeshire’s
largest waste recycling plant on our doorstep. For more information and offers of help,
contact us at: info@hemingfordsactiongroup.co.uk
Going forward
Technical assessment requirements for the new Waste and Minerals Plan should be
available by 9 April. It is vital that Hemingford Golf Course remains excluded from this
new plan. HDC may still be involved in this decision and we need to know that we have
the support of candidates in the May 2018 District Council elections.

Pavilion news
It is shaping up to be another great summer of family fun and sport at the Pavilion.
Forthcoming events include the Royal Wedding, with outside games (weather permitting)
and children’s films upstairs on 19 May. This is followed by the FA Cup Final to be shown
later that afternoon.
The Summer Festival will kick off on Friday 6 July with the annual beer festival, live
music and hot food. The following day the Village Sports Festival has family fun and
games, music and food. The Sports Academy is hosting the event and looking to build on
last year’s success.
Remember to like our Facebook page to stay up-to-date with the Pavilion’s latest news
and activities.
www.facebook.com/hemingfordpavilion/ www.hemingfordpavilion.com/
Dates for your diary:
MAY 19: Royal Wedding (from noon) — FA Cup Final (from 4pm)
JUNE 14-15: FIFA World Cup
JULY 6-7:
Summer Festival
JULY 8: Village Sports Day

Tennis for Seniors
Hemingford Tennis Club has introduced a Seniors membership category for over 65s, to
encourage more retired people to stay active. The fee is half the normal adult
subscription. Play will be restricted to weekdays up until 3pm, which should suit most
retirees.
Even if you haven't played tennis for years but would like more details, contact George
Jackson on 01480 390539.
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Parish Centre’s new phone number
The telephone number for the Parish Centre Office has changed. To contact Rachel
Winton, parish operations manager, call 01480 467250

Hemingford Abbots May Spring Bank Holiday art exhibition
This will be held at Barn Hall, Rideaway, Hemingford Abbots, PE28 9AG on 26-28 May. It
will be open from 11am to 6pm. Original paintings, prints, photography and pottery will
be on show and for sale. Refreshments in the garden are in aid of the Village Hall Fund.

Update on Goldies and the Campaign to End Loneliness
The scheme to bring our community together to help neighbours, and those isolated at
home, is gaining momentum. The need to address concerns like fewer buses and getting
out to health service appointments is partly covered with the excellent work the
Transport Task Group is organising. We hope no one feels they have to move from the
village to be able to get out and about. There are volunteers aplenty coming forward to
help.
Similarly, we are liaising with the Parish Centre and good neighbour schemes to keep in
touch with those who may at times feel isolated and lonely. This initiative is not just for
the elderly. We would like to encourage inter-generational get-togethers. There is a lot to
be learnt from the millennials, and they would benefit from the huge amount of
knowledge and insight older age brings.
The Parish Centre café is an ideal meeting place at the heart of our village, and the new
kitchen and dining area will be opening soon. Please come along and try out the new
menu. It is also available for hospitality bookings.
We are also working with the Campaign to End Loneliness, which has influential
government involvement. Looking a little ahead, there are exciting opportunities to make
use of artificial intelligence and wearable technologies to improve the lives of those with
mobility and loneliness issues. It’s very user-friendly with no complicated buttons to
press.
If you have a little time or expertise to spare or share and would like to become involved
with establishing and launching this Community Interest Company (CIC), please contact:
riva.elliott@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk or call Riva on 01480 494142.
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Manor House News
The Manor, Hemingford Grey, will soon be posting details of its summer programme
following a successful autumn/winter theatre season. Follow us on Facebook (Green
Knowe at The Manor) to book early.

Environment report
Highways should be clearing the path round the bends in Manor Road during April.
To prevent children in the play area breathing in any unclean air, a new bin on Daintree
Green will be placed closer to the bottom entrance to the allotments.

Girlguiding Hemingford Abbots needs help for its Brownie pack

Hemingford Abbots Brownies (girls aged 7-10) will be forced to close unless it can find
some volunteers to help. We meet Monday evenings during term time.
Working with young people and other volunteers develops valuable skills like event
planning, time management, leadership and budgeting – and it can make your CV stand
out if you're looking for a new job.
It's also a great opportunity to
•
•
•
•
•

meet new friends living near you;
take a refreshing break from your everyday routine;
share a skill or specialism;
make a difference to the lives of girls in your community;
spend time laughing, playing and being inspired by incredible girls and young women.
For more information, email papworthguides@gmail.com or to register your interest,
contact https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/join-as-volunteer/

Village market
The village market has continued to be a great success since its launch last June. The
aim is to offer small local businesses a regular place to sell their goods within the
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village and give residents a mini market to visit once a month. It takes place on the
second Saturday of the month from 9am–1pm in the Parish Centre on the High Street.
Next dates are 14 April and 12 May.
The Parish Council has a presence at all village markets, so come along and meet us.

New Parish Council Website
Be sure to keep in touch through the new website.
www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
It features a Parish Council calendar with details of all meetings, as well as the agendas
and minutes attached to those meetings. We hope that the website will become a central
hub for local residents, visitors to Hemingford Grey and those looking to move into the
area.

Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Watch
The Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Watch Facebook page
continues to keep residents posted about any suspicious
behaviour spotted in the village. If you see anything, please
post your observations on Facebook or call the police on 101. If you are not a member
of the NHW scheme, please go to www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk and Hemingford Grey
to find your street scheme.

Church News
Easter services are nearly upon us, and all are welcome to attend. You should have
received a copy of the services through your door recently. Here are the dates again.
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Planning Committee Matters
The Parish Council has no direct planning powers but is consulted by, and can make recommendations to,
Huntingdonshire District Council. It is HDC’s responsibility to inform neighbours of planning applications, but the
Parish Council normally sends councillors to look at the property concerned and call on neighbours to ensure they are
aware. Residents are urged to make their own comments on the HDC web site.

Outcomes of recent planning applications
17/01524/CLED

Weir House, St Ives Rd - Storage of cider and perry in
garden polytunnels

Queried new
area of
property
17/01525/CLED
Weir House, St Ives Rd - Production and wholesale sale Confirmed use
of cider and perry.
for 10 yrs
17/01822/FUL
4 Church Lane - Demolition and new house similar to
Approval
489/HHFUL
17/01957/FUL
Land Adjacent 1 Victoria Terrace – New Build Dwelling Refusal
17/02164/HHFUL 25 Gore Tree Road - Upper floor addition above existing Approval
garage
17/02167/CLPD
1 Langley Way – To replace upvc windows matching
Approval
adjacent & surrounding
17/02173/HHFUL 5 The Brambles – Part two storey part single storey rear Approval
extension
17/01869/LBC
The Manor, High Street – Proposed works to
No
downstairs inglenook
recommendatio
n
17/02267/HHFUL 33 St Ives Road – Single storey rear and two storey side Approval
extensions
17/02321/HHFUL 4 Mitchell Close – Rear single storey extension
Approval
17/02325/FUL
Land at golf course, St Ives – Partial re-plan of approved Refusal
development.
17/02488/EXTDET 2 Sadlers Way – Single storey rear extension
Approval
17/02225/FUL
Willows Guest House 45 High St - change of use (part) Approval
B&B to dwelling
17/02530/LBC
Mill Bungalow St Ives Rd - Alterations to mill including Approval
staircase
18/00003/HHFUL 1 St Ives Rd - Two storey side ext., porch, int. alts.,
Approval
replacement garage
18/00055/HHFUL Maltings, Church St - Rebuild porch, replace
Approval
conservatory with sun room
18/00095/HHFUL 19 Pound Rd - Pt Retro. Single storey side and rear
Approval
extension
18/00170/HHFUL 7 Pound Road - Proposed extension, alterations and loft In progress
conversion
18/00293/HHFUL 32 Marsh Lane - Remove conservatory, erect single
In progress
storey rear ext.
18/00327/HHFUL 41 Marsh Lane - Side extension with amendments to
In progress
fenestration

In progress
In progress
Approved
Withdrawn
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
In progress
Approved
In progress
In progress
In progress
In progress
Approved
In progress
In progress
In progress
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Hemingford Grey Parish Council
March/April 2018
The District and Town/Parish Elections are scheduled for Thursday May 3 and below are some dates
and times relative to these.
Remember to lobby your local MP, HDC and CCC councillors about their views on the Mick George
Ltd planning application for the Hemingford Golf Course (now renamed New Farm West).
Details printed each week in the Hunts Post. Do they support it or not?

W: https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Website www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter
www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
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Offer of wood chippings and wood to local communities
Huntingdonshire District Council’s tree maintenance department is developing a
recycling venture with the view to donating its bio products created from the tree
maintenance work it carries out around the district.
The aim is to donate wood chippings and wood to local communities to contribute and
support green projects and to promote the use of recyclable material.
It can offer wood chippings for allotments, landscape programmes, shrub bedding, tree
planting and hedge planting, equine use, mulching, trim trails and tracks.
It can offer wood in an unprocessed form which can be used for other projects.
Currently it can only offer full loads or half loads of woodchip or wood. A full load of
woodchip is estimated to be 2t (2000kg) and a full load of unprocessed wood is
currently not calculable due to different wood weights and sizes.
In return it asks for an accessible site for its vehicle to enter to drop off any wood
chippings or wood with your permission.
If you are interested in becoming one of our customers or local donation sites to
support local projects and the environment, contact the tree maintenance department
at the details below
E: adrian.sargeant@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
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About the Parish Council
All of our meetings are held in the Reading Room on the High Street, Hemingford Grey
and the upcoming ones are listed below.
Planning Committee 7pm
Main Parish Council 7.30pm

9 April/ 7 May
9 April / 7 May

Our agendas and minutes are posted on village notice boards, at the village store as
well as on the website. Information is also available on our Facebook and Twitter
pages.
Website www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook
www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
Parish Councillors
Doug Dew (Chair)
Robin Waters (Vice-chairman)
Richard Allen
Janet Brasnell
Derek Clifton
Mark Burke
Riva Elliott
Leanne Elmstrom
Anne Meredith
Tim Puttick

4 Weir Road
18 Hemingford Road
Maristowe, London Road
1a Pound Road
Dockseys Farm
5 Limes Court
38 Church Street
Cullum Farm, London Road
18 De Vere Close
3 Skylark Place

469814
467077
494783
492033
463365
497008
494142
07702 642441
465774
509481

All our councillors can now be emailed using the following format –
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr
A: 30 West Drive, Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
T: 01954 210241
E: parishclerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor

Riva Elliott

The next edition of the Newsletter will be out in JULY 2018
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