Welcome and Introduction
An introduction by John Jenkin, Convenor of the
Hemingford Grey Parish Plan Steering Committee
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Did you know Hemingford Grey was
mentioned in the Domesday Book in
1086AD?

(Photo: Photographic Heritage)
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The Parish of Hemingford Grey

St James’ Church from the air (Photo: Geoff Soden-www.paramotorsuk.co.uk)

boundaries were sometimes changed to fit in
with the developing district and county areas.

‘Parish’ is the term traditionally used for the
area served by a local church. The original
Hemingford Grey parish was created by the
Norman landowner, Payn de Hemingford,
who built the village church before 1166.

Today the Hemingford Grey Parish Council
raises the parish precept (part of the Council
Tax) and has responsibility for local matters
such as cemeteries, village maintenance,
park amenities, allotments, footpaths, and
cycling routes. It also has the right to consider
planning issues, new road proposals and
traffic signs. St James’ Church, meanwhile,
remains committed to the spiritual welfare of
the parish as well as being active in some
temporal matters such as running the village
Post Office and organising a wide range of
children, youth, parenting, family and elderly
people’s activities.

The church parish administration used to be
concerned for the physical as well as the
spiritual welfare of parishioners. They
collected taxes and took responsibility for
issues such as roads, burial grounds,
common lands, pumps, weights and scales,
clocks and the poor.
As ecclesiastical parishes began to be
relieved of their duties, civil parishes run by
Parish Councils took over, although the parish
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The Ford of the people of Hemma
Mary Carter looks at the history of the village through the centuries

St James’ on a frosty day (Photo: Liz Butterfield)

west side of the house. It was extended in
later years, and is still surrounded by a moat
on three sides. Payn also started the parish
church. This has been enlarged and altered
over the centuries but parts of the medieval
building have survived in the nave and south
aisle. The highly unusual tower is not the
original which collapsed in the middle ages. A
new tower was built topped with a spire. In
the 18th century it was destroyed by a
hurricane. This time the base of the spire was
levelled off and eight ball finials placed on the
angles.

In Roman and Saxon times the two
Hemingfords were part of one estate. The
name means "the ford of the people of
Hemma or Hemmi", presumably a Saxon
chief. In the ninth century the estate was split
into two and the Danes built a new settlement
at the Thorpe in the eastern part of the old
estate. By 1066 Little Hemingford, or
Hemingford by St Ives, was acquired by Ramsey Abbey, the major landowner in the area.
Payn of Hemingford, a tenant of the abbey,
started building the Manor House before he
died in 1166. It is one of the oldest inhabited
buildings in the country. It was originally a
stone hall with external staircase to the first
floor and cellars underneath. The Norman
windows can still be seen on the south and

The manor house, with its outbuildings and
land, was close to the river. To the south was
the original Danish settlement in the Thorpe,
each house having its own area of private
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land called a croft. To the north-east lay the
church. In between the manor house and the
church was the green. All that is left of the
green today is a widening of the road in front
of Apex House, where the stocks, a pillory
and whipping post were once set up. The
peasants who farmed the open fields had
their crofts south of the High Street. There
were also two water mills.
In 1276 the village acquired its modern name
from the de Grey family, the new owners of
the manor. But in the 15th century, George
Grey, 3rd Earl of Kent, got into financial
troubles. As he was unable to pay his debts
Henry VII seized the manor and leased it to
various nobles, amongst whom was the greatgrandfather of Oliver Cromwell. By the
seventeenth century the manor was owned by
the Newmans, part owners of Hemingford
Abbots. In 1704 it was sold to Cornelius
Denne, a merchant in St Ives and
Bedfordshire. But when he also got into debt
it passed to James Mitchell of Fowlmere and

The High Street

his descendants. The much enlarged manor
house was rented by a relative John Gunning
whose two daughters were baptised in the
parish church. The Gunning girls became
famous society beauties who made
prestigious marriages. Mary married the Earl
of Coventry and Elizabeth the Duke of
Hamilton. Although Elizabeth was widowed at
24, she later married the Duke of Argyll and
had quite an adventurous life.
At the beginning of the 17th century, the Ouse
was blocked by weirs and
overgrown by weeds.
There had been frequent
complaints over the
centuries, particularly from
citizens of Huntingdon, that
the millers at Hemingford
had diverted the water
preventing the passage of
their boats upriver. At one
stage travel was almost
impossible between Ely
and Huntingdon. By 1625
the river was cleared as far
as St Neots and later to
Bedford. The village
became a convenient
stopping place for horse-

The Manor House
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important asset to the village when wages
were low but interest in new ideas and
science high. Close by is a private house
converted from the old Congregational
Chapel which was forced to shut when the
small congregation could no longer afford to
repair the building. The surviving windmill was
built in 1820. It was the last working mill in the
county.
By this time a new community had grown up
in the area around London Road and Victoria
Terrace. As these houses had easy access to
St
Ives
t h e y
seemed
like
a
suburb of
the town.
Many
of
the
men
worked on the river or later on the railway,
others in the basket making industry in
Filbert's Walk. But these houses suffered
badly from floods and when the industry
contracted the people moved elsewhere and
the condemned houses on the Walk were
pulled down.

The old Congregational Chapel has been
converted to a private dwelling

drawn barges taking coal to Bedford or corn
to Kings Lynn. Pubs like the Anchor in Church
Street were rebuilt as substantial buildings.
Even in the nineteenth century there were at
least nine pubs in the village.
.
The nineteenth and twentieth centuries saw
great changes in the village. There had been
a parish workhouse in the High Street. It was
made redundant when the large St Ives Union
Workhouse was built on the edge of the
village to house paupers from the whole
district as well as from Hemingford Grey. A
Church School was built at a grand cost of
£387. There was a smaller one for children
who lived at the other end of the village.
Eventually they were both closed and
replaced by the present school. The Reading
Room was built to commemorate Queen
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. It became an

Filberts Walk, (demolished in the 1960s), looking from
St Ives towards Hemingford Grey. This was the centre
of a basket making industry.
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St Ives Union Workhouse has been converted into modern homes and renamed ‘The Limes’

The light on the Ouse has attracted many artists. The Fraser brothers who did watercolour
paintings of the area rented the Manor House,
and Dendy Sadler lived in the 18th century
house called Riverview. He used local people
as models and included his own front hall in
one of his paintings. At first he worked in a
studio on the first floor of the old boathouse
where he painted his famous pictures called
Thursday and Friday. Later he built his own
studio. Visitors who came to the village to hire
boats from Mr Jack Giddins could then take
tea in the upstairs rooms in the boathouse.

entertained them at the manor house with
recordings of classical music. In the long
winter evenings she stitched her beautiful
patchwork quilts and planned the restoration
of the house and gardens.
.
Since the Second World War Hemingford
Grey has increased greatly in size with many
new roads and houses. However, it retains
the feel of the original village and people
enjoy living in a village famous for its manor
house, its river and
close connection with
St Ives. They can join
with an older writer who
said of Hemingford
Grey "that the delicate
loveliness of England is
seen here at its best".

The Second World War brought many young
men to the base at Wyton. Lucy Boston, the
children's writer, had bought the manor house
in 1939. She wanted to help the airmen.
Before they left on their dangerous missions,
from which many did not return, she

Mary Carter
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Lost Treasures
Over the years, the village has lost features and buildings which are
irreplaceable.
Tower Windmill, (now partly
demolished) was built by the
Watts family in 1820 on top of the
mound of the previous windmill on
the north side of St Ives Road. It is
a three-storey Grade II listed
building which, in its hey-day, had
a small fireplace and chimney on
the ground floor (unusual for its
type) and four sails.
Erastus Watts, (also seen on the
balcony of the windmill) owned and
worked the mill for over 60 years
until he died aged 79 in 1933. After
his death the windmill fell into
disrepair.
Madeley Court, (now demolished)
was a grand mid-19th century
house which stood east of
Hemingford Grey House. Once
owned by Reid Adams, the mayor
of St Ives, the house also
belonged to the Geldart family and
later to a General Brooke.

Going, going...

...gone!
Only the lodge remains today

During the Second World War the
junior school of St Augustine’s
Abbey, Ramsgate, together
with a number of Benedictine
monks, were evacuated to the
house. Boys from the school
recall beating Perse School at
cricket, rowing up to
Houghton Mill and picnicking,
and drinking Tizer.
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The Boathouse, (now demolished), and an
advertisement to show the services offered.
The winter of 1940 allowed skating on the river with
the Boathouse in the background

The Mill, (now demolished), a handwritten
order for flour from 1839 and the sign from
a flour bag.
The mill house is still there and
continues its life as a private residence

Hemingford Grey Parish Plan
11

Local Wildlife
Local environmentalist, Bridget Smith, looks at wildlife in the area
The other special meadowland is Hemingford
Grey Meadow, a large area of floodplain
which can be seen best by crossing the public
footpath towards St Ives. Part of this meadow
is also owned by the Trust but the whole is
managed traditionally by one of our local
farmers as a hay meadow and for winter
grazing. It has a very interesting mixture of
grasses and flowering plants including the
semi parasitic Yellow Rattle and the Great
Burnet. Skylarks nest on the meadow and
gulls and flocks of waterfowl feed on the
insects brought to the surface after floods.
The river has beautiful water plants and one
can see many birds there including
kingfishers and terns. The other interesting
wetland areas in the village are the disused
gravel pits. The pits at Marsh Lane are a
wonderful asset and a licence from the
owners allows permit holders (all villagers are
eligible to join) to walk around the footpath
and enjoy the water birds that nest and visit
there. In spring and summer we are fortunate
to have several pairs of nesting nightingales.

The colourful Kingfisher can be seen by the river
(Photo: Steve Plume www.ukwildlife.me.uk)

The Parish of Hemingford Grey stretches
from the river, south to Hilton. Nearly all the
houses are built on the flood plain of the river
where the soil is light and gravely. South of
the A14, the land rises and is a more fertile
clay. Much of this clay land is intensively
cultivated and there are now few hedges so
there is little natural vegetation except in the
small areas of rough woodland. However this
is the part of the village where hares are most
likely to be spotted. Near the A14 is one of
the few remaining old meadows which shows
the ridge and furrow of mediaeval ploughland.
Arthur’s Meadow is a site of Special Scientific
Interest and a Nature Reserve belonging to
the county Wildlife Trust. It has numerous
beautiful wild flowers, including 3 species of
orchid. Unfortunately, though open to the
public, it is difficult to access safely so for
advice on visiting it is best to contact the
Warden, via the Wildlife Trust.

Muntjac deer are often to be seen in and around the
parish (Photo: Steve Plume www.ukwildlife.me.uk)
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Marsh Lane gravel pits

Around the pits are plants which have
colonised since the end of gravel extraction,
including bee orchids. Toads and frogs live in
the gravel pits though numbers of toads have
drastically reduced perhaps due partly to
them being killed on our roads when on
migration.

roadside verges. Our gardens and hedges
provide wonderful habitats for birds and most
of the garden ponds, especially those without
fish, have frogs and newts.
Though we have no ancient woodland in our
parish we have some wonderful trees in our
hedgerows including some mature oaks and,
in the wetter areas, poplars and willows which
provide nesting places for Green and Great
Spotted Woodpeckers. In our gardens are
many lovely old fruit trees and some of these
are hosts to mistletoe, not a common plant in
the East of England.

Rabbits, muntjac and foxes can often be seen
and there are also several badger in the
parish. Wild flowers are most common in the
less intensively managed corners including

Our village footpaths give
access to many of our best
areas for wildlife and these are
looked after and kept open by
land owners and the Parish
Council with help from villagers. Bridget Smith

Celandines and Ground Ivy in Arthur's Meadow
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Listed Buildings
Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest

Hemingford Grey has over 100 listed
buildings, amongst the highest number of
buildings listed in any village in the country.
Houses, churches, bridges, monuments,
sculptures, war memorials and even
milestones can all be listed providing they are
of “Special Architectural or Historic Interest”.
Grade I listed buildings, such as St James’
Church and the Manor House, are those of
“exceptional interest” and constitute only
2.5% of the list. Grade II* buildings, such as
The Anchor and Broom Lodge, are of
“particular importance” and make up a further
5.5%. The remaining 92% are Grade II
“special interest” buildings, such as the barn
to the south of The Glebe and Limes Park.
Following are some examples of listed
buildings in the village.

St James’ Church: Grade I
The original church was erected on this site in
the 12th century and added to and altered
over the next 400 years. Parts of the medieval
church have survived in the nave and south
aisle, however it underwent major restoration
in 1859 when the south porch and north aisle
were rebuilt and the vestry was added. The
church spire blew into the river during a
hurricane in 1741.
Hemingford Grey House: Grade II* (above)
Dated around 1697, Hemingford Grey House
is a Queen Anne Style three storey building
sitting adjacent to the church and river in 30
acres of ground. It was formally the rectory,
and since 1973 has been a conference and
training centre.

London Road Bridge: Grade II* - linking Hemingford Grey to St Ives

Hemingford Grey Parish Plan
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River House: Grade II*

Victoria Terrace: Grade II

Formerly known as Riverview, River House is
a mid 18th century three storey (including
attics) house with a late 18th century façade
with parapet. It was home to the artist Walter
Dendy-Sadler between 1900 and 1923.

The 36 consecutive cottages and two flanking
small houses of Victoria Terrace were built in
1850 of gault brick with slate roofs. Many of
the houses were extensively damaged in the
1998 floods and have since been fully
restored.

Diss Cottage: Grade II

Mill House: Grade II

Mill House is an early 18th century three
storey, (including attics), house which was
once associated with the old water mill. The
water mill was demolished in 1958.

Diss Cottage was designed by Reverend
Oliphant, Rector of Houghton between
1901-1930, and built around 1910 in the
grounds of Madeley Court
using locally
available resources and traditions to reflect
the environment around it. He also designed
the Thatched Cottage in neighbouring
Hemingford Abbots and The Manor in
Houghton.

Did you know The Thorpe is the site of
the oldest recorded settlement within the
parish boundaries?
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‘One of the best villages in the country’
Derek Clifton has farmed in the village for over fifty years and served as
a Parish Councillor for over forty years.
day with the horse but I could do three or four
acres with the tractor. Now it’s all done and in
the shed in three hours and even though we
have the shop as well it’s a lot easier than it
was in those days - but all the fun’s gone out
of it.
Every summer we would go down Mill Lane
and over the old railway line to the place we
called Sandbanks. It had beautiful sand there
just
like
H u n stanton
beach and
at
the
weekends
crowds of
p e op le
came from Hemingford and St Ives to swim
and have picnics. Most people learnt to swim
at Sandbanks. We also used to play on an old
boat at the gravel pits. The boat had holes in
which we bunged up with tar but it still sank.
It’s a wonder we weren’t all drowned. But we
loved it and there was never any vandalism or
problems with young people,
the worst we ever did was
scrumping
apples from the
orchards.

“I was born many years ago here on the farm
where I still live and I went to Hemingford
Grey School. In those days there weren’t as
many children as there are now and
everybody knew everyone else’s name.
During the war when the evacuee children
came from London there were three
classrooms, one for the evacuees because
they were used to each other and had their
own teachers, and two for local children but
we all played together at break time. When I
was eleven I went to ‘St Ives Academy for
Young Gentlemen’...better known as St Ives
School. We used to bike to school but mother
and father always ate dinner at lunchtime so
we had to bike home again for dinner even
though we only had one hour for lunch.
I left school at 14 after my father told the
Headmaster that I would learn more helping
with the harvest than I would at my lessons.
We did everything by hand then, farming tons
and tons of potatoes, sugar beet and Brussels
sprouts with no machinery but it was a
wonderful life. I remember when father bought
our first tractor. It cost £365 brand new from
John Standen of Standen’s in St Ives and the
plough was £45. The deal was done at the
Black Bull pub on London Road. Father used
to plough around three quarters of an acre a

Over the years I have seen a lot of changes.
When I was growing up there was no piped
water, sewerage or street lights in the village
and it was always pitch dark at night. People
used to graze their cattle and water their
horses at the village pond, where the village
sign is now. The pond and surrounding
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ditches took all the flood water but they were
drained against the wishes of the Parish
Council. After the big floods of 1998 we
worked hard to get a pumping station for
Victoria Terrace which has been brilliant but
we need something for the other end of the
village where the ditches used to be down the
Thorpe.

London Road Housing Development

Sport and social activities have always been a
big part of the village life. They get people
involved with each other and help make
friends. I’ve been involved with the Regatta
since I was 18. We used to have dog
swimming races across the river with a cup
for the winner, plus a greasy pole which was
great fun. Before we had the playing fields,
Vicarage Fields used to be the village football
pitch. It was known as Six Acres and the
Hemingford football team played there but
t h e r e
weren’t
a n y
changing
rooms so
we used
to
get
changed
at Miss
Bevan’s
next to the Church Rooms. When we got the
playing field the original building was so
dilapidated that when the ball hit the outside
walls rust used to fall into the sandwiches and
cups of tea we served at the cricket matches.

The groundwork has just started on the
biggest housing development to affect the
village in recent years. A private developer
is to build 191 dwellings on the former
Lordgate Engineering site in London Road
which lies within the parish of
Hemingford Grey.
40% of the development is to be affordable
housing equating to 76 out of the total of 191
units on the site.

Whilst accepting in principle the development
of the site, the Parish Council recommended
refusal of the application due to concern
about: the impact of additional traffic on
London Road, inadequate provision for safe
cycling and pedestrian access to Hemingford
Grey and St. Ives, concern about the
additional load placed on water supply and
sewerage systems and the readiness of
Hemingford Grey Primary Schools’ to deal
with the extra demand in 2011. However,
Huntingdonshire District Council approved
the application.

It’s important to keep all these activities going
to ensure that future generations can enjoy
them too, and that’s what I’ve always tried to
do. I will always be happy that I have lived my
life in Hemingford Grey, it’s one of the best
villages in the country.”
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Famous Past Residents
Hemingford Grey has been home to a future Prime Minister, Artists,
Authors and Society Belles
The Beautiful Miss Gunnings’:
Society Belles

Walter Dendy-Sadler: Artist

Born at the Manor House in Hemingford Grey
in the early 1730’s, Elizabeth and Maria
Gunning, daughters of John Gunning of
Castle Coote in Ireland, grew up to become
London beauties and society belles.

Maria Gunning

Elizabeth Gunning

‘The Awakening’ (detail) by Dendy-Sadler, was
Elizabeth met and married the Duke of
Hamilton in 1752 and, when he died six years
later, married the Duke of Argyll. Admired by
King George III, she was created Baroness
Hamilton of Hameldon in her own right in
1776 and immortalized in a portrait by the
artist, Sir Joshua Reynolds.

set inside the conservatory at Riverview

Walter Dendy-Sadler was an English painter
best known for his mastery of the domestic
genre. His paintings usually had sentimental,
romantic and humorous themes, and the
home, the inn, the garden or the golf course
were all subjects for his wit and clever social
observation.

Maria Gunning married the Earl of Coventry in
1752 and was given a personal guard by the
King as she was mobbed for her popularity
and beauty wherever she went. But her
fondness for wearing heavy lead-based
make-up eventually led to blood-poisoning
and she died at the age of just 27 in 1760.
Gunning Way is a tribute to the beautiful
sisters.

Sadler moved into Hemingford Grey in 1897
and lived at Riverview (now River House) until
his death in 1923. Before painting a scene he
would often create elaborate settings in which
local villagers would pose as models. He also
founded the Hemingford Regatta with his
friend, the Rev Byrom Holland.
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The Rt. Hon Sir John Major KG CH

Lucy M. Boston: Author

John Major and his family moved into
Hemingford Grey shortly before Christmas
1977, just after he was selected as candidate
for the Member of Parliament for
Huntingdonshire, and remained in the village
for seven years. He became MP for the area
in 1979 and, over the next 11 years, rose
from being a Parliamentary Private Secretary
through the offices of Minister of State for
Social Security, Chief Secretary to the
Treasury, Foreign Secretary and Chancellor
of the Exchequer, to become Prime Minister
in 1990. He served in that capacity until 1997.
Despite his extensive national responsibilities
he continued to carry out numerous
constituency duties, including officially
opening
two
refurbishments
of
the
Hemingford Pavilion.

Lucy Boston was a famous author best known
for her Green Knowe books published
between 1954 and 1976. Born Lucy Wood in
Southport, she married Harold Boston in 1917
and moved to The Manor in 1939 shortly after
separating from him.

Lucy M Boston
(Photo with permission of Diana Boston)

The six books of the Green Knowe series
were illustrated by her son, Peter and
featured a very old house which was inspired
by her home. The Children of Green Knowe
was adapted into a drama serial by the BBC
in 1986 and the 2009 film From Time to Time
is based on The Chimneys of Green Knowe.
Her books are still available from Penguin in
paperback.

Did you know the Hemingford Grey
Parish extends south of the A14 to its

Since standing down from parliament in 2001
he has concentrated on his business interests
and his love of cricket. He was knighted in
2005.

boundaries with Fenstanton and Hilton?
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Leisure and Recreation
Hemingford Peace Memorial
Field and the Pavilion
A collaborative project between
Hemingford Grey and Hemingford
Abbots, the Peace Memorial
Playing Field was created on land
donated by Lieutenant-Colonel
Stuart Dewes Hayward to commemorate the peace that followed
the Second World War. Today it is
home to the villages’ football,
bowls, squash, tennis and sports
and social clubs and is regularly
used for conferences and social
events.
The Reading Room
In the 19 century, village reading
rooms were warm and dry places
where people could go to read books,
periodicals and newspapers for free.
Today the Reading Room,one of the
last of its kind, provides a friendly
meeting space for a diverse range of
local clubs and societies, including the
Magpas First Responders.
th

St James’ Parish Centre
Formerly the local school and
schoolmaster’s house, the
Parish Centre now accommodates the Parish Office and village Post Office. It is also
home to a wide variety of clubs
and activities including keep-fit,
country-dancing, Treasure
Seekers, Powerpack and a
Youth Café and Drop-in.
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Regatta
The annual Hemingfords’
Regatta is held on the
second Saturday in July
and is believed to be one
of the oldest village
regattas in the country. It
is shared with the
adjoining village of
Hemingford Abbots and
has been taking place
since 1901.
Hunts County Squash Club
Hunts County Squash Club was
founded in 1967 and is now one of
the most active clubs in
Cambridgeshire. The club has
benefited from continuous
development culminating in the
addition of a fourth exhibition
squash court in 2006, which was
approved by England Squash as a
venue for open tournaments. The
club is now home to the British U23
Squash Championships bringing
some of the best squash players in
the world to Hemingford Grey

Deon Saffrey beat Emma Chorley to win the 2010 UK Ladies under 23
Squash Championship hosted by the Hunts County Squash Club

Daintree Green
Daintree Green is enjoyed by local children and is the most popular play area in the village. It is
also home to Hemingford Juniors FC. ‘Let’s Play at Daintree Green’, a committee set up by local
residents to finance a children’s play area, successfully raised the money to install the new
state-of-the-art play equipment

Hemingford Grey Parish Plan
21

KEY

Hemingford Grey Parish . . . . .

Conservation Area

Ordnance Survey ©
Crown copyright 2010.
All rights reserved.
License number 100049983

22

The Parish of Hemingford Grey

23

Developing a Parish Plan for
Hemingford Grey
‘The character, vitality and beauty of our countryside are important
to all of us. But many rural communities are going through difficult
changes. Basic services have become over-stretched. In
traditional industries, such as farming, incomes are falling and
jobs are disappearing. There has been pressure for unwelcome
development. Wildlife diversity has declined. Over the past 20
years we have seen post offices disappearing, council houses
sold off, rural schools closed, building on green fields and village
bus services cut.’
Our Countryside, the Future
A Fair Deal for Rural England
In its White Paper, Our Countryside, the
Future (Nov. 2000), the Government aimed to
address the decline in rural communities by
encouraging people in rural areas to produce
local parish plans which would help shape the
future of their communities. To date over
4,000 plans have been produced across the
country.
Parish Council
In September 2008, Hemingford Grey Parish
Council took the initiative to develop a Parish
Plan for Hemingford
Grey but agreed that,
whilst they would provide
support throughout the
project, the community
should
identify
the
issues and recommend
the actions that would lie
at the heart of the plan.

Consultation meeting at the Reading Room

Consultation Meeting
Village residents were invited to a consultation meeting at the Reading Room (13th &
14th February 2009) to discuss their views
about the village. Nearly 20% of households
attended during the two day event and over
800 comments were received. Information
gathered from the meeting was placed on the
village website.
Village Questionnaire
A comprehensive questionnaire was then
produced (using the information from the
consultation meeting, together with views
from various village organisations) to consult
every resident in the village.

Funding
Funding for the project was provided by the
National Lottery Awards for All programme,
with additional funds made available from the
Parish Council.
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Delivery
In September 2009 a team of volunteers
distributed questionnaires to every household.
A specially designed children’s questionnaire
was also completed by 65 children at
Hemingford Grey Primary School.
Collection
Two weeks later the volunteers began
collecting the completed questionnaires,
making up to three calls to ensure the
maximum number were returned. Four
collection points were also set up at the
Village Store, Post Office, Complementary
Health Centre and Hemingford Service
Station.
Where
requested,
assistance was
given to residents requiring
help to complete
the
questionnaire

Pauline, Esther, Gwen, Steve and Valerie here
represent the many volunteers who collected
questionnaires throughout the parish.

Action Plan development
Adverts were placed around the village
requesting volunteers to analyse the data and
develop action plans. A number of residents
undertook this task and the summary findings
from their work formed the basis of the Parish
Plan.
Plan implementation
The Parish Council is committed to taking the
lead on the issues they can influence, Other
actions will only happen if volunteers come
forward from our community to lead, organise
and work to make them happen.

Response
Rate
Seven hundred
and forty two
completed
questionnaires
were
returned representing over 65% of village
households. Up to four residents in each
household were invited to complete the
questionnaire resulting in 1,326 residents
providing answers.

Hemingford Grey Parish Council will use its
best endeavours to facilitate implementation
of the proposed action plans.

Did you know that without the St. Ives
and Earith locks the Great Ouse

Data Collation
A computer program was developed by a
village resident to collect the questionnaire
data and a team of eight volunteers input the
data into the database. This was a significant
task requiring the entry of over half a million
pieces of information.

running through Hemingford Grey
would be tidal?
Grey Seals have found their way as far
as Hemingford Lock in recent years.
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Household & Resident profile
Questionnaires were completed by 742 households (65% of all village households), with a total of
1,326 residents taking part in the survey.
A Plan based on answers from well over half the village households is a great tribute to the volunteer teams who distributed and collected the questionnaires and the residents of Hemingford
Grey who responded so splendidly.
Please note that all the percentages given below are based on the number of respondents who
answered each question on behalf of their household, and all UK averages are taken from Office
of Public Sector Information statistics (PSI Licence C2010001987).
accommodation,
Attractive village
influenced nearly
Suitable accommodation
50% to take up
Peace and quiet
residence.
15%
Employment
of
respondents
Family/Friend
connection
told us that the
Good transport links
peace and quiet
Schools
of a rural village
Other
was an important
factor in moving to Hemingford Grey.

Village age profile
Age

0-4
yrs

5-10
yrs

11-18 19-40 41-65 0ver
Total
yrs
yrs
yrs
65

Male
34
Female 33

47
30

61
53

121
122

286
289

Total

77
5%

114
7%

243
15%

575
36%

67
4%

282
253

831
780
535 1611
33% 100%

The percentage of residents over 65 in our
village is more than double the UK average.
How long have you lived in Hemingford
Grey?
0-5
6-15
years years

16-25
years

26-50
years

120
17%

124
17%

230
32%

201
28%

50+ Whole
years
life
29
4%

22
3%

26%
20%
15%
12%
9%
7%
6%
4%

How many vehicles of each type does your
household own?

Total

No. of Car or
Motor
Mobility
Motorbike
Cycle
Other
vehicles van
scooter
scooter

726
100%

Hemingford Grey residents appear to enjoy
living in our village with over 39% of respondents having lived here for over 25 years and
7% having lived here for 50 years or more,
including 3% who have lived here all their
lives.

1

288

26

6

73

13

10

2

303

7

1

134

4

1

3

62

1

0

39

0

0

4

14

2

0

48

0

0

5+

6

1

0

23

0

0

Unsurprisingly as we are a village community,
the number of vehicles per household is
higher than the UK average. Only 9% of our
households do not own a car compared with a
UK average of 25%, whilst 41% of our households own two cars compared with the UK
average of 26%. The survey showed an
average ownership of 1.6 cars per household.

What influenced you to move to Hemingford Grey?
The attractive nature of our village persuaded
26% of respondents to move here and this,
combined with the availability of suitable
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43% of households surveyed are cycle users
owning an average of 2.7 cycles per
household.

Where is your main place of work?
Based on 1,317 respondents
30%
25%

New technology
Hemingford Grey residents have fully
embraced the digital age and have joined the
cyberspace revolution. Our survey showed
80% of households have access to a
computer, 10% higher than the UK average.
78% enjoy internet access, 15% higher than
the UK average.

20%
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Resident profile
In the second section of our questionnaire we
asked for information about you and your
family members.

Of the 1,317 residents who responded to this
question, 21% said they worked in the village
or within a 5 mile radius; 9% brave the rigours
of the eastbound A14 every day to
Cambridge; and a further 6% use the A14 to
head west to Huntingdon.

Employment/education status
Based on 1,326 respondents
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%

How do you travel to your place of work or
education?

20%
15%

Based on 1,222 respondents
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The results of the questionnaire showed that
43% of our respondents are retired, 35% are
in full-time employment or self-employed and
13% are in part-time employment. Just over
1% classify themselves as unemployed,
significantly below the UK unemployment rate
of 7.8% (July 2010).

yc
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ar

0%

Not surprisingly as a rural village over 70% of
you travel by car to your place of work or
education.
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side the school, on the High Street, Victoria
Terrace, Manor Road and the area adjacent
to Daintree Green during Saturday morning
football.

Roads and Footpaths

Respondents felt that the village could be
made safer for pedestrians. Problems
included cars parking across pedestrian areas; overgrown hedges; and dustbins left on
pavements by residents and refuse
collectors. These create obstacles for wheelchair, pushchair users and pedestrians.
Poor maintenance of trees and hedges
result in street lighting and road signs being
obscured to the danger of road users and
pedestrians. This is seen as a particular
problem on Marsh Lane, Mill Lane, and
Pound Road.

The majority of respondents expressed
concern about speeding traffic through
many areas in the village. The separate
questionnaire completed by the children at
Hemingford Grey Primary School also
showed that our younger residents hold
strong views about speeding.

Residents expressed concerns about the
standard of our road surfaces, pavements
and cycle paths. The High Street,
Hemingford Road and the road surface
outside the village store were mentioned as
being in especially poor condition. The need
for regular inspections was expressed. (Since
the questionnaire was distributed it is
encouraging to see progress being made to
improve the standard of our roads.)

Speed humps are considered by many
residents as ineffective in reducing speed,
especially along Hemingford Road, St. Ives
Road and Marsh Lane. Residents recognise
the need for traffic calming measures and
suggested a number of alternatives. Solar
powered flashing ‘slow down’ signs are the
most popular alternative to speed humps.

Surface area drainage is seen as a problem
in parts of the village, including outside the
village store, Apple Orchard, Pound Close
and Daintree Green.

The junction of Marsh Lane and London
Road is regarded by many residents as a
danger spot. Making a right turn south towards the A14 is a particular concern due to
restricted visibility on the inside of a bend in
the road and the absence of any speed
restriction.

Safer footpaths and wider cycle tracks to
St. Ives and neighbouring villages would be
welcomed by our residents. St. Ives Road
and Hemingford Road are seen as areas
where cyclists are at most risk.

Inappropriate parking is viewed as a hazard
to residents. This is a particular problem out
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Of those who use the train 70% travel to the
station by car.

Public Transport

Cycling

Of those residents who completed the
questionnaire only 1% used the bus on a daily
basis and 7% on a weekly basis. 64% of residents have never used the village bus services.

Nearly 50% of respondents own a bicycle,
with an average of nearly three bicycles per
household. Over 40% of our residents cycle in
the village at least once per month, with 12%
cycling most days.

Residents expressed the view that they would
use the bus services more if they ran more
frequently, at more convenient times and
were better publicised. When the Guided
Bus comes into operation, a regular bus
service from the village to the guided bus stop
would be welcomed by residents.

1,306
residents
answered
the
question, ‘Is Hemingford Grey a safe
place to cycle in?’
Nearly 75% said
they felt the village
was safe for cyclists.

The times of the last buses from Huntingdon
and Cambridge are considered too early to be
useful.

Of the 25% who felt the village was unsafe
67% felt cars passed too close or at speed,
whilst 59% felt parked cars
were an issue. 35% believed
that road surfaces and
humps put them at risk.

Our residents suggested a number of
improvements to existing services and
facilities, including more regular bus services, bus shelters with seating and a bus
stop in Marsh Lane.

Victoria Terrace and the primary school
were singled out as areas where cyclists felt
most at risk.

Only 1% of residents travel daily by train from
Huntingdon station, increasing to 3% weekly.
12% use the station once a month, with 85%
of our residents rarely or never using local
train services.

The road surface at Braggs Lane was seen
as being in poor condition due to previous
road repairs having been poorly carried out.

Did you know the Reverend Peregrine
Edward Curtois, Vicar of Hemingford
Grey, (1869 – 1899), was killed on the
Hemingford railway line?

The Cambridgeshire Guided Busway linking St Ives
and Cambridge is a major new transport link for the
area. (Photo: Cambridgeshire.gov.uk)
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A small number of respondents felt unsafe
when cycling round the double bends
between the two villages and at Manor Road
outside the Pavilion when the car parks are
full.

rows. The peace and quiet of the village is
particularly valued.
The loss of our open spaces to new
developments and the protection of our
village boundaries was a concern expressed
by many residents, but the overriding concern
was the need to protect the village from over
development.

Hemingford Road along Victoria Terrace is
seen as a common danger by cyclists as
parking reduces the road to single way traffic
and no clear indication of right of way is
given.

The use of existing plots for infill continues to
be a concern, and the loss of mature trees
resulting from this practice was thought to be
detrimental to the village character.

Conservation and
the Environment

The much valued river scene should be
protected for future generations to enjoy.
Overflowing litter bins by the river was identified as a problem created by the increase in
the number of boats using the moorings outside the Manor House. The flood wall and railings also came in for criticism.

Residents were asked how Hemingford Grey
should look ten years from now and most
wanted it to stay much the same. The village
atmosphere, style of life, tranquillity, the river
scene, the ancient buildings and open spaces
were all treasured and residents want them
preserved for future generations.

The need to protect and manage our trees
and hedgerows was commented upon, as
was the care required to avoid urbanising the
village.

When asked which village features they
most valued respondents listed in order: the
river scene; traditional buildings; the flood
meadow and the village trees and hedge-

Parking was a problem identified by many
residents, particularly along the High Street,
outside the primary school, Manor Road and
Victoria Terrace.
We asked if the introduction of yellow lines
would help deal with the village parking
problems. Of those residents who responded,
similar numbers were for and against
them. However, when given a choice of
actions, a higher proportion of respondents
believed that the way forward was to educate
and encourage drivers to park sensibly.

The well loved River Great Ouse provides many
picturesque views within the village. As a result of
residents lobbying, the black railings shown in this
picture will shortly be removed.
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Less than a quarter of respondents felt that
litter was a problem. However a number of
places were identified as being particular
problem areas, including our verges and
ditches, the river path, Daintree Green after
football matches and the lay-bys at the
eastern end of Marsh Lane.

Planning and
Development
In section seven of the questionnaire
residents were asked how they wanted to see
the village develop in the future. Respondents
said they wanted Hemingford Grey to remain
a village and that future development
should be strictly controlled.

Nearly a quarter of
residents
expressed
concern about dog
fouling. This was seen
as a particular problem
at the gravel pits,
Daintree Green, Filberts
Walk and Love Lane. Dog owners who take a
responsible attitude were commended and
a number of residents felt that there was a
need for more dog litter bins. Allowing dogs
to foul children's play areas and sport areas, even if bagged up afterwards, was regarded as totally unacceptable by many residents.

The rural feel of the village was valued.
Respondents also wanted it to remain
separate from St. Ives and surrounding
villages. The village must not be urbanised
and our open spaces must be protected. Any
future development must be undertaken
sympathetically and the village atmosphere
must be maintained. The conservation area
was seen as key to keeping future
development under control.
Infilling should be carefully controlled and
concern was expressed that the drainage
and sewerage systems do not have the
capacity to support future development.

The standard of our street lighting was
regarded as ‘average’ or ‘good’ by 74% of respondents. Mill Lane, Daintree Green and
Braggs Lane were identified as areas where
action to improve street lighting was required.

The river scene should be protected and the
deterioration of the flood wall and the black
railings were raised as examples of
unsympathetic development.

In these times of climate change we asked if
village initiatives to reduce our contribution to
greenhouse gases would be supported.
Over 60% of respondents said they would
support programmes designed to reduce our
emissions.

At the time of the survey St. Francis House
was on the market and many residents
viewed this property as having potential for
some form of housing for the elderly. It has
now been sold as a private residence

Did you know there were nine pubs in

Whilst respondents would support affordable
housing, they felt that priority should be
given to local people and families.

Hemingford Grey in 1891?
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700

Nearly 30% of respondents said that there
was a need for either sheltered housing or a
care home in the village.

600
500

Only 6% of respondents told us that there
was a need for more owner occupied
properties in the village.
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Highest Priority

Lowest Priority

Retail & Business

17

%

The overwhelming majority of residents were
happy with the retail facilities in the village.
The village store is particularly valued and is
used by 95% of respondents. The Post
Office is also greatly appreciated, being used
by 87% of respondents. Both facilities were
regarded as providing excellent service and
are seen as places where people can also
meet and socialise.

Percentages based on 1333 votes cast by 856 respondents

Residents were asked which village features
they felt required the most protection. Open
spaces came top of the list followed by the
river scene, and traditional buildings.
Over 95% of respondents classified open
spaces as the most valued village feature.

‘Use it or lose it’ was a common theme to
the feedback and the success of our village
store and Post Office is seen by residents as
being essential to ensure Hemingford Grey
remains a vibrant community.

Did you know the spires of the churches
at St Ives and Bluntisham were blown
down on the same night in 1741that

A number of residents expressed the view
that due to the close proximity of the village

St James’ lost its spire?
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A number of residents were unaware of the
range of services available in the village,
including the wet fish van and mobile
library. More were aware of the fruit and
vegetable business which operates at
weekends on the London Road lay-by in the
Parish.
Hemingford Service Station on the London
Road is used by over half our residents with
nearly a third using Clifton’s Nursery. Our
chiropodist, hairdresser and the St. Ives
Complementary Health Service have also
been used by many of our residents.

Appreciated by young and old alike—the village store
is a valued feature of the village

to St. Ives there was a reduced need for additional village retailers or services.

Over one hundred residents run businesses
from their homes in the village, the majority
being professional services.

Many respondents expressed the need for a
village tea shop or small café. (Since the
questionnaire was sent out St. James’ Parish
Centre has received planning permission for
an extension to provide a village coffee shop.)

Sports & Recreation
Over 73% of respondents told us that
Hemingford Grey’s sports and recreational
facilities meet their needs.

The Cock is
valued by many
residents
with
61% of respondents telling us
that they have
used it.
Some
residents would
like to see an
alternative local
pub
in
the
village.

The village regatta is popular with many
village families taking an active part in this
event every July.
The Hemingford Pavilion was seen as a
valuable village resource. However, a number
of respondents felt that it was under-used
and would benefit from refurbishment. Larger
and better equipped kitchens would be
welcomed.

Did you know ‘Sadlers Way’

When asked what additional services
residents would like, respondents identified a
butcher and a baker as being the most
welcomed additions.

is named after the artist
Walter Dendy-Sadler ?
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We asked if the Pavilion was adequately
promoted and, of those residents who
responded, over one third felt that more
could be done to promote activities and
events at the facility.

Did you know the Reading Room has
two foundation plaques?
The plaque at the top of the building is
dated 1896 and the one on the lower

Residents particularly enjoy the annual
Hemingford Sports Day and Beer Festival,
commenting that it was a ‘great family
event’.

level dated 1897.
Was it built from the top down?

There were many comments about making
the Pavilion more family friendly and
developing more activities and sports that
appeal to younger children.

Nearly six hundred residents told us that they
use the gravel pits on Marsh Lane for
recreational purposes, representing over 40%
of the residents who completed a
questionnaire.

A large number of respondents believe that
the cricket club should be re-established and
that youngsters in the village should be
encouraged to take an active part in this
sport.

Whilst the majority use the gravel pits for
walking and exercise, over 20% enjoyed the
wide variety of bird life to be found at the
site. Less than three percent used the gravel
pits for fishing.

Gym users were very complimentary about
the facility commenting that whilst small, it is
well equipped and enjoyable to use.

Over fifty households own some form of river
craft.
Allotment holders said that overall they were
happy with the maintenance provided by the
Parish Council, the majority saying they were
very satisfied.

The absence of a reception area at the
Pavilion was pointed out by some residents
as making access to the site difficult.
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Communications

Leisure Activities

Residents were asked how they find out
about village news. The Parish Newsletter
proved to be the most popular source of information, with 79% of residents regarding it as
valuable.

Residents were asked what village events
they had attended, how they could be
improved and what new events they would
like to see in the village.
The Hemingfords Regatta proved to be the
most popular village event by a wide margin
attended by over 62% of our respondents. It
was cherished by participants and spectators
alike.

Sixty seven percent of respondents said they
use the village store as a source of
information.
Nearly as important as the village store were
the notice boards, with 63% of respondents
using them to either advertise events/
activities or as a source of information.
The Post Office was also regarded as a
valuable source of information by over a third
of our respondents.
The village website is used by less than 1%
of respondents weekly and less than 6%
monthly. 60% have never used the village
website.

A tranquil scene on The Great Ouse

The Hemingfords Firework Display follows
the regatta in popularity, with 39% of
respondents attending.

Only 9% of residents had attended a Parish
Council, Planning or Environment Committee
meeting.

On a more seasonal note, 29% of
respondents enjoyed the carol singing on
Vicarage Fields.

A Welcome Pack for new residents was
suggested.

The Annual Village Art
Festival held in the
Reading
Room
is
regularly attended by over
a quarter of respondents,
maintaining
the
long
tradition of art in our village.

Did you know the flood defences
constructed to protect Hemingford
Grey, Hemingford Abbots and St Ives
is 4.3km long and was completed in 2007
at a cost of £9.3m?
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energy and ideas.

26% of respondents attended the annual
Village Sports Day and Summer Beer
Festival which takes place at the Hemingford
Pavilion over the same weekend in July.

Organised litter picking was put forward by a
number of residents as a way to keep our
village looking its best.

The Gardeners’ Society Shows, held twice
a year at the Pavilion, continue to be a
popular village event with 20% of respondents
attending.

MAGPAS
was
mentioned as a
particularly valuable
service
and
the
excellent work done
by
their
first
responders
was
much appreciated,
as were the efforts
fundraisers.

Many respondents said that they would like to
see more musical events in the village with an
annual music festival being suggested for
the future.
It was also thought that there were too few
activities in the winter months.

of

their

volunteer

St. James’ Church was recognised for its
wide ranging support to the community and
providing activities addressing all age groups
in the village.

Voluntary
Organisations
Many Hemingford Grey residents are involved
in running the wide range of clubs and
societies that make our village such a great
place to live.

Community Safety
Hemingford Grey is regarded as a safe place
to live in but over one hundred and fifty
respondents said they felt unsafe at times.
With few exceptions the main concerns for
personal safety were a problem only at
night. During the day respondents felt safe in
all parts of the village.

A volunteer register was suggested as a
possible way to increase the number of
volunteers who could provide essential
community services. These could include
snow clearing, DIY, providing lifts to hospitals
and doctors, gardening and social visiting, to
anyone requiring assistance in the village.

It was felt that improved street lighting would
enhance residents feeling of safety, particularly around Daintree Green, Mill Lane and
Braggs Lane.

When asked ‘Would you be prepared to add
your name to a volunteer register?’ over two
hundred and thirty respondents said ‘yes’. It
was also felt that younger members of our
community should be encouraged to come
forward as volunteers. This would bring new

Speeding cars are regarded as the greatest
safety threat to our residents.
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Education
Residents were asked to rate the quality of
education provided by Hemingford Grey
Primary School. Of the 573 residents who
responded, 77% regarded the school as either “good” or “very good”, with 19% scoring it
as “average”. Only five percent regarded the
school as “below average”.
Alice (11yrs)

Suggestions on how to improve the education
provided by the school produced an
overwhelming recommendation to reduce
class sizes.

St. James’ Church, with its beautiful river
setting and distinctive truncated tower, adds a
unique quality to our village and is
remembered by our visitors and valued by
residents alike.

Seventy five percent of respondents told us
that they had never attended part-time education courses. Of those who did, 11% attended
at least once a year and 14% less than once
a year.

Nearly 8% of respondents to this section said
that they had visited the Church in the previous week, 12% said they had attended Sunday worship.

The Workers Educational Association
(WEA) runs part-time courses in Hemingford
Grey every year. Nearly one hundred
respondents had attended one of their
courses within the last two years.

Over 20% of respondents visited St. James’
Church to enjoy its splendour as an historic
building. Over a third of respondents had
never visited the Church.
The Church offers a wide range of events and
activities for residents of all ages with
respondents saying that the most popular of
these being First Steps and Woman’s
Pleasant Hour, both of which are held in the
St. James’ Parish Centre.

St James’ Church
The support the Church provides to the
village was a recurring theme throughout the
feedback. The volunteer work the Church
undertakes is valued, as is their support for
our Post Office which is seen as so essential
to the community.

Did you know the current village sign
replaced an earlier wooden sign which

Residents told us that they wanted a tea
shop in the village where they could relax
and meet. Work is now in hand to provide
such a facility at the St. James’ Parish Centre.

was designed and made by a village
resident? The old sign can be found in
the Reading Room.
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pavements with bins, which occurs both
before and after emptying.

Village Services

Ditches were singled out as being “poor” or
“below average” by 40% of respondents.
Concerns were also expressed about
sewerage and street cleaning. Sewerage
was the most reported problem with
complaints about backing up, blockages
and smells being reported. Residents
expressed
concern
about
new
developments and their impact on the sewerage system.
Road salting and snow clearing were rated
as “poor” or “below average” by 30% and
40% of residents respectively.
The telephone boxes came in for criticism
with respondents saying they were often
vandalised, regularly out of order and rarely
used.

Residents were asked to grade the quality of
a range of village services from street
cleaning and refuse collection to ditch
maintenance and telephone boxes.

Forty six percent of respondents reported that mobile
‘phone reception in the village
was either “below average” or
“poor”.

The quality of our gas services came top of
the list with 96% of respondents rating it
‘good’ or ‘average’. When asked about
electricity, gas and water supplies
collectively, over 90% of respondents rated
them as ‘average’ or ‘good’.

Flooding was reported as a problem during
periods of heavy rain, particularly in the
region of the village store and Glebe Road
near its junction with the High Street.

Refuse collections were rated as “average”
or “good” by 95% of respondents. There were
many positive comments about our green,
blue and grey bin collections, including the
reliability of the service. However, some
residents would like to see the green and grey
bins collected weekly and others felt that
more care should be taken not to block

Did you know the Hemingford Pavilion
was officially opened in 1949 by Lana
Morris, a ‘J Arthur Rank film star’?
She appeared in The Woman in

Question with Dirk Bogarde.
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Action Plan Funding

The proximity of St. Ives with its shops and
facilities is something they also value.

Residents were asked if they would be
prepared to pay more Council Tax to help
fund improvements arising from the Parish
Plan. Slightly less than 25% said they would
be prepared to do so.

The Scouts, Cubs, Beavers and Brownies
are enjoyed by many, and the Regatta is as
popular with the younger members of our
community as it is with the adults.
Looking at all the responses to the question
‘What could be done to make Hemingford
Grey a better place to live?’ the common
theme is that they just want to hang out with
their friends. They mention the need for a
youth club and more social events for their
age group.

Young People
8-16 years
One hundred and twenty young people took
time out to complete this section of the questionnaire, an excellent response.

Young people also said a skate park would
be a welcome addition, as would the
installation of permanent goal posts in one of
the play areas. A basketball net, badminton
court and a hockey club would be
popular new activities for young people.

30
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Number of children
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In common with the adults, speeding cars
was recognised as a threat to safety.

5
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All our young respondents told us they feel
safe in the village, a great complement to the
community in which we live.

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Age

When asked which play areas they used, over
75% said Daintree Green, with the Pavilion
and its playing fields by just over 50% of
young people. Vicarage Fields and Pinders
Green came in at 12% and 14% respectively.
When asked what they particularly liked about
living in Hemingford Grey, our young people
told us they liked the open spaces and parks
and many mentioned how friendly they found
the village. Just like the adults, they
appreciate the peace and quiet and the
presence of the river.

Chloe (11years) - detail from original painting
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Did you know the village green (where

Young People
under 12 years

the village sign is now located) used to
be the site of the village pond, known as

Our survey would not be complete without
getting the views from the youngest members
of our community. Hemingford Grey Primary
School kindly agreed to ask their pupils to
complete their own survey in which they were
asked three questions:

the Weir, and was originally used by
horses to pull carts in to swell their
wooden wheels?
John Constable’s ‘The Haywain’ is the
best known depiction of this old practice.

- What do you like about Hemingford Grey?
- What don’t you like about Hemingford Grey?
- How can we make Hemingford Grey a better
place to live in?

The new play equipment on Daintree Green
is a big hit with the children but some concern
was expressed about older children using the
equipment.

Sixty five pupils completed the questionnaire
and their feedback, both positive and
negative, has provided us with information on
those aspects of the village they think are
particularly important. Thank you to all those
pupils who completed the questionnaire.

Children like the village store just as much
as Daintree Green, with 80% listing it as one
of the things they most liked about the
village. Not surprisingly, they enjoyed the
range of sweets and many commented that
they would like an even wider range of sweets
and a bigger shop!

Village children love Daintree Green. When
asked what three things they like about our
village 80% listed this as something they
particularly valued.

Twenty eight percent selected the village
school as one of the three things they liked.
Importantly, no child listed the school as
something they did not like; a very positive
result.
Concerns about road safety were expressed
by nearly a third of the children answering the
questionnaire and they told us that they miss
their lollipop lady. They also mentioned
speeding cars and cars beeping their
horns as something they particularly disliked.
The children appear to enjoy the river as
much as the rest of our residents, with over
20% listing it as something they value in the
village.

Daintree Green is valued by the younger members of
our community
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They also commented on the village being a
safe place to live and they clearly value their
friendships and the friendly neighbourhood.
The Post Office and the Manor House are
places they like to visit.

Hemingford Grey Primary School

Some felt that too much of the play
equipment at Daintree Green was for
younger children and a longer slide would be
a popular addition to the play park. It was
encouraging to see the children commenting
on too much litter in the village.

Hemingford Grey Primary School, situated
on St Ives Road, was opened in 1903 to
accommodate a growing village. The
original Church School was built in the High
Street (where the Parish Rooms now stand)
in 1853 at a cost of £387 on land donated by
a “Mrs Desborough”. A Mission School
opened on London Road in 1866. When
these became too small the current school
was built and has been extended several
times since. Today it is attended by 214 local
children aged 4-11 years and is the focus for
much village activity. The London Road
development may mean around 25 to 30 new
children joining the school by 2012 and will
add a further classroom.

When we asked them what could be done to
make the village a better place there was no
shortage of ideas. These included a
swimming pool, skate board park, a fast
food outlet such as Pizza Hut or
McDonalds, goal posts on Daintree Green,
fewer cars, a beauty salon, a winter sports
centre and a village hot tub.
The results show that the younger members
of our community also know what they like,
what they don’t like and what they want to
see changed. They value their friendships
and the neighbourliness of the village and
enjoy attending the village school.

“...a vivid memory for me was when our year had
to collect newspapers door to door, (long before
recycling was common), to raise money for a new
swimming pool. We raised the money, but never
got any use from the pool as we left to go to St Ivo
before it was open!”
Elizabeth Freitas (nee Taylor)
Hemingford Grey School pupil in the 60’s

This detailed and sensitive painting of St James’
Church by Fay (aged 11) took first place in the Parish
Plan painting competition for children attending
Hemingford Grey Primary School
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ACTION PLANS
The Parish Council will be asked to co-ordinate the Action Plans and will liaise with the
appropriate authorities.
The party with “ownership” of each action is identified in bold type along with a list of other
parties that may have a role in developing any actions required.

TERM

Short

Medium

TIMESCALE

Within 12
months

1-4 years

ABBREVIATIONS
AW

Anglian Water

BT

British Telecom

C&S

Clubs and Societies

CCC

Cambridgeshire County Council

CP

Cambridgeshire Police

EA

Environment Agency
Huntingdonshire District Council

HDC
Long

5-10 years

Ongoing action
will continue
until such time
Ongoing as circumstances make it
no longer
necessary.

HUFC

Hemingfords United Football Club

HGPC

Hemingford Grey Parish Council

HGPS

Hemingford Grey Primary School

HJFC

Hemingford Juniors Football Club
Hemingford Peace Memorial Field Trustees

HPMFT

Hemingfords Lawn Tennis Club

HLTC
LB

Local Businesses

LO

Land Owners
Parish Room Users

PRU

Residents

R
RRC

Reading Room Committee

Did you know that no

RRU

Reading Room Users

photographs of the

S&B

Scouts and Brownies

Hemingford Grey village

SJC

St. James’ Church

pond are known to exist?

ST

Do you have one?

Stagecoach
Workers' Educational Association

WEA

Whippet Coaches

WH
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Roads and Footpaths
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Encourage residents to avoid blocking pavements with wheelie
bins and discourage inappropriate parking to ensure pavements
are free of obstacles for wheelchairs, push chairs and pedestrian
users.

HGPC
HDC
CP

Ongoing

2. Ensure trees and hedges are cut back to provide unobstructed
access for footpath and lane users.

HGPC
HDC, R
LO

Ongoing

3. Maintain a programme of hedge and tree maintenance to ensure
that street lights and road signs are not obscured.

HGPC
R, LO
CCC

Ongoing

4. Regularly inspect footpaths, pavements, roads and cycle tracks
for dangerous or uneven surfaces and pot holes and report to the
appropriate authorities.

HGPC
R
CCC

Ongoing

5. Explore solutions to avoid flooding after heavy rain outside the
village store, Apple Orchard, Glebe Road, Daintree Green and Old
Pound Road.

HGPC
HDC
EA

Medium
Term

6. Investigate the removal of road humps and their replacement
with alternative methods of speed control.

HGPC
CCC
CPC

Medium
Term

7. Investigate how safety can be improved at the Marsh Lane / London Road junction.

HGPC
CCC, CP

Medium
Term

8. Look into the feasibility of providing extra car parking or a lay-by
drop off point at Hemingford Grey Primary School to improve
pedestrian safety.

HGPC
CCC
CP
HGPS

Medium
Term

HGPC
SJC, RRC,
C&S, RRU,
PRU

Short
Term

HGPC
CCC
CPC

Medium
Term

HGPC
CCC, CP
HPMFT

Short
Term

9. Implement a village programme to educate, encourage and
persuade residents and visitors to avoid using cars when visiting
the High Street.
10. Investigate a more formal version of the "give and take" method
currently used by most drivers along Victoria Terrace.
11. Review the parking problems in the area of Manor Road and
the Thorpe.

Hemingford Grey Parish Plan
43

Public Transport
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Investigate the feasibility of the Guided Bus stopping at local
villages to reduce the need to drive to the park and ride.

HGPC
ST, WH
CCC

Short
Term

2. Improve the way bus timetable information is communicated in
the village.

HGPC
ST, WH

Short
Term

3. Invite bus operators to consider residents comments regarding
timetables.

HGPC
ST, WH
CCC

Short
Term

4. Investigate the possibility of providing additional bus shelters
and seating.

HGPC
ST, WH
HDC

Medium
Term

Cycling
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Investigate the feasibility of developing safe footpaths and cycle
tracks to St. Ivo School and the village school.

HGPC
HDC
CCC

Medium
Term

2. Consider solutions to reduce the danger to cyclists outside
Hemingford Grey Primary School as children are arriving and leaving and on Hemingford Road at Victoria Terrace.

HGPC
HDC
CCC

Medium
Term

3. Consider what action can be taken to reduce the danger to
cyclists caused by cars navigating the road humps.

HGPC
HDC
CCC

Medium
Term

4. Provide dedicated cycle lanes on London Road, Hemingford
Road and Marsh Lane.

HGPC
HDC
CCC

Medium
Term

5. Improve cyclist safety on the bends between Hemingford Abbots
and Hemingford Grey

HGPC
HDC
CCC

Short
Term

Did you know the first recorded reference to Hemingford was as a
Saxon estate in 700AD?
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Conservation and Environment
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Ensure that our Conservation Area is protected from unsympathetic development.

HGPC
HDC

Ongoing

2. Educate and encourage less responsible dog walkers to 'pick up'
and dispose of bags responsibly and increase the number of dog litter bins in those areas identified as having dog fouling problems.

HGPC
HDC
R

Ongoing

3. Encourage residents not to take dogs onto children's play and
sports areas.

HGPC
HDC

Short
Term

4. Organise an annual village litter pick to keep our village looking at
its best.

HGPC
HPMFT

Ongoing

5. Encourage Daintree Green users to clear their litter after organised events.

HGPC
HJFC
R

Ongoing

6. Promote programmes to encourage walking and cycling to reduce
the village parking problems.

HGPC
SJC, PRU
RRC, RRU

Ongoing

7. Develop programmes and events to encourage residents to reduce their contribution to greenhouse gases.

HGPC
HDC
CCC, R

Short
Term

Planning and Development
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Protect our village boundaries to ensure that Hemingford Grey retains its separation from St. Ives and surrounding villages.

HGPC
CCC
HDC

Ongoing

2. Protect our open spaces, river scene and rural setting from future
unsympathetic development.

HGPC
CCC
HDC

Ongoing

3. Recognise residents wishes for sheltered housing and care home
accommodation when considering planning applications.

HGPC
CCC
HDC

Ongoing

4. Investigate the impact of future development on the existing village
drainage and sewerage infrastructure.

HGPC
CCC, EA
HDC, AW

Ongoing
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Planning and Development – continued
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

5. Support planning applications for affordable housing subject to
priority being given to village residents.

HGPC
HDC

Ongoing

6. Safeguard our trees, hedgerows and verges to ensure we retain
the atmosphere of a rural village.

HGPC
HDC

Ongoing

Retail and Business
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Encourage residents to support local businesses. ‘Use it or
lose it’.
2. Improve the way local businesses and services are
communicated to residents.
3. Prepare a Welcome Pack for new residents giving them
information on local services, village events, clubs and societies.
4. Explore the feasibility of the Post Office opening on Wednesday
afternoons and at lunch time.

HGPC
LB, R

Ongoing

LB
R

Ongoing

LB
HGPC, C&S

Medium
Term

SJC

Short
Term

Sport and Recreation
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Improve how sports events and social activities are promoted at
Hemingford Pavilion .

HPMFT

Short
Term

2. Develop a more family friendly policy at the Pavilion and
promote sports and activities that appeal to younger children.

HPMFT

Short
Term

3. Encourage support and family participation in the new cricket
club to be based at the Hemingford Pavilion.

HPMFT

Ongoing
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Did you know Sturgeon
have been caught in the
Great Ouse in
Hemingford Grey?
Sturgeon are very rare
and are classified as a
royal fish, meaning the
Queen has to be
consulted before they
are sold.

Communications
ACTION

PARTNERS

TIMESCALE

1. Review and update the design and content of the village
website to include more up-to-date information about village
events and activities.

HGPC

Short
Term

2. Explore the feasibility of setting up a village calendar to be used
as a common source of information on village events and
activities.

HGPC

Short
Term

Leisure and Activities
ACTION

PARTNERS

TIMESCALE

1. Provide more village events over the winter months.

HPMFT
C&S, R

Short
Term

2. Improve the way clubs and societies promote their activities to
ensure they reach the widest audience.

C&S
HGPC

Short
Term

3. Promote a village music festival covering a wide range of
musical genres.

HGPC

Short
Term
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Volunteer Organisations
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE
SJC
HGPC

1. Set up a village volunteer register.

2. Encourage younger members of our community to come forward
SJC
for voluntary work to provide new energy and new ideas.
HGPC, S&B
3. Support the St. James’ Church initiative to provide a Coffee
Shop in the Parish Rooms.

Short
Term
Short
Term

SJC
R

Ongoing

4. Provide support for vulnerable residents. (snow clearing, lifts to
hospitals and doctors, collecting prescriptions, gardening and social visits).

SJC
HGPC

Short
Term

5. Support our first responders and MAGPAS in such a manner
that they remain a permanent first line of medical support for our
residents.

R
LB, C&S

Ongoing

Community Safety
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Regularly monitor street lights to ensure they are working and
not obscured by overgrown trees.

HGPC
R

Ongoing

2. Using residents feedback, review what action can be taken to
improve the standard of lighting to increase their feeling of safety.

HGPC
CCC

Medium
Term

Education
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Increase awareness of courses run by the Workers' Educational
Association in the village.

Did you know that Tower
Windmill on St Ives Road was the
last working windmill in
Cambridgeshire?
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WEA

Short
Term

Village Services
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Improve the maintenance of ditches.

HGPC

Ongoing

2.Identify areas where our sewerage and drainage infrastructure is
failing to meet residents needs and report the findings to the appropriate authorities.

HGPC
EA
AW

Medium
Term

3. Increase the frequency of emptying litter bins on the riverside.

HGPC
HDC

Short
Term

4. Improve the maintenance, cleanliness and reliability of village
telephone boxes.

BT

Ongoing

Young People 8-16 years
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Provide permanent goal posts in some or all of the village play
areas.

HGPC
HPMFT
HUFC

Short
Term

2. Look into the feasibility of building a skate park in one of our play
areas.

HGPC

Medium
Term

3. Open a village youth club where young people can hang out and
enjoy activities appropriate for their age group.

HPMFT
C&S, R

Short
Term

4. Provide badminton and basket ball facilities targeted at young
people.

SJC
HPMFT

Short
Term

5. Improve the utilisation of the tennis courts through promotions
targeted at young people, particularly during school holiday periods.

HLTC
HPMFT

Short
Term

Village Children under 12 years
ACTION

PARTNERS TIMESCALE

1. Take action to discourage motorists from speeding, particularly
outside the school.

HGPC

Short
Term

2. Re-employ a lollipop lady

HGPC
CCC

Short
Term
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