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Parish Update
Since our last edition of the Newsletter we have undergone another change within the HGPC,
Councillor and editor of the Parish Newsletter, Mrs Julie Dew has unfortunately had to resign and
we’d like to thank her for her contribution to the council.
The works at Victoria Terrace have been completed and we hope that this can become part of a
plan to look forward and eventually have a footpath designed for both pedestrian and cycle use
from Pembroke Close through to the school, making this a safer route for all.
During the summer we are hoping that the County Council are to start on a new crossing outside
the school across St. Ives Road, adjacent to Old Pound Close. After HGPC successfully won a bid of
the ‘joint works programme’ earlier this year and having had various meetings between myself, the
school, parents and the County Council, it has been found that this is the safest place for the
crossing to be sited. I hope to be able to confirm the installation of the crossing in our next edition.
I am sure you will be pleased to hear that we will not be affected by the part-night programme
meaning that no street lights will be dimmed in our village for part of the night.
I and HGPC hope you have enjoyed the recent events that have taken place in the village and are
able to have a restful summer. If you have any concerns over an issue in the village, please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk, myself or my colleagues.

Cllr. Doug Dew – Chairman, Hemingford Grey Parish Council

Environment Group: The Environment Group covers all aspects of village life apart from
Planning and Finance and it is not necessary to become a Parish Councillor to be a part of this
group.
We would welcome input and expertise from anyone who has an interest in what goes on in the
village and is willing to put in a few hours.
We would in particular welcome anybody who has an interest in trees as we are looking for a
second person to be a tree warden. This role is to generally keep an eye out on the trees as you go
round the village especially after high winds and report back to a Councillor if you see any damage
or think that a particular part of a tree is unsafe, we will deal with this. Training will be available.
This Group also covers village footpaths and again we would welcome volunteers to keep an eye
on the footpath nearest to their home and contact us if there is a problem, especially with
overgrowing hedges which can cause a problem for mothers with buggies, children and the
disabled.
Village lighting is also one of our concerns and again we would ask that if a light fails in your area of
the village we would ask you to report back to a Councillor who will then take this forward. ditches,
litter bins and street furniture are also our concern.
The Pound Road roundabout has now been included in the village grass cutting contract.
If you feel that you would like to help us please contact the Parish Clerk by email:
parishclerk@hemingfordgrey.org.uk or ‘phone 01954 210241

Communication Group: Hemingford Grey Parish Council has a growing online presence,
meaning you can now stay up to date with Parish and village matters on your PC, tablet or
smartphone as well as via the numerous noticeboards around the village.
Go to:
Website
www.hemingfordgrey.org.uk
Like us on:
Facebook www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Follow us on:
Twitter
https://twitter.com/hemgreypc
Please do contact us by the above means and let us know how we are doing.

Parish Council vacancies: Do you want to work together with our residents to achieve changes
that make a real difference to the quality of our lovely village? Do you have some spare time to get
involved? If you do, we would be delighted to meet up with you. You can contact our Parish Clerk:
parishclerk@hemingfordgrey.org.uk or ‘phone 01954 210241

Drain Level Survey: During July the PC commissioned a survey to establish the exact differences
in height between the road outside the village shop, the low points in Glebe Road and the Apple
Orchard, and the drainage ditch which runs from the back of Dendys to Marsh Lane Lake. The
surface water drain from The Apple Orchard to Dendys across Daintree Green has not coped with
recent storms when water has overtopped the pavement in several places. We await final results

which included ‘jetting’ the drain and a CCTV survey. We already know that there is a major tree
root blockage but that there is a flow through to the ditch. A full report will be made to the PC’s
September meeting.

Help keep our road signs, lights and footpaths clear: Do you have a tree or bush that is
covering a road sign, or maybe it is blocking one of the village footpaths? We have recently had a
number of street lights replaced and during this work it was noted that a number of resident’s
trees had grown to the point that they were reducing the lighting of our highways. We all want to
be good neighbours so why not check that your trees and hedges are not the cause of these
problems. If they are, take time out to cut them back and help make our village a safer place.
As you walk round the village why not keep an eye out for any trees that you feel might present a
danger to our residents and contact our Parish Clerk on 01954 210241 if you have any concerns.

Parish Council meetings: All meetings are held in the Reading Room, High Street, Hemingford
Grey and start at 7:00pm. Agendas are posted on village notice boards and at the village store.
Minutes can be inspected at the Post office and on the Hemingford Grey Parish Council Website
www.hemingfordgrey.org.uk
Mon, Sept 14th
Mon, Sept 28th
Mon, Oct 12th
Mon, Oct 26th
Mon, Nov 9th
Mon, Nov 23rd
Mon, Dec 14th

Planning
Planning
Planning
Planning
Planning
Planning
Planning

Parish Council meeting
Finance and Policy meeting
Parish Council meeting
Finance and Policy meeting
Parish Council meeting
Finance and Policy meeting
Parish Council meeting

Environment meeting
Environment meeting
Environment meeting

New Pedestrian and Cycle Facilities: You will have seen that there is a newly widened
footpath opposite Victoria Terrace, different road markings designed to be clearer, and various
works at Armes Corner.
All of this is intended to be safer. However, mixed use footpaths are not recommended for or liked
by cyclists and some will continue to use the road. This is annoying some motorists with
consequent incidents being reported. Please note that cycling on the road remains entirely legal,
and what evidence there is indicates that using the road is at least as safe as using a cycle path. A
little give and take will ensure it all works smoothly.
While cyclists can use the path to go in the St. Ives direction it is expected that older cyclists will
use the road. If you do use the path to go in the St. Ives direction take great care when you cross
over to it, since that is when an accident is most likely.
The designation of this path as mixed use does not mean it is legal to cycle on other footpaths – it
isn’t.

Neighbourhood Watch: I’m sure you will be aware of the high level of break-ins we have
experienced in our village in recent months. There are a number of ways we can help make our
village a safer place to live simply by being aware of the following:
•
•
•
•

Leaflet drops/cold callers from companies not familiar to you
Suspicious vehicles such as vans, trucks and smaller vehicles, even if carrying signage
People wearing Hi-viz jackets without obvious reason.
Anything out of the norm that you feel is suspicious

Always remember that if you are going be away, tell your immediate neighbours to be more
vigilant. If you see any suspicious activity call 101 and give them as much information as you can;
height, appearance, registration number, make of vehicle, place, date, time etc. In the event of any
future break-ins or criminal activity this information can provide the Police with valuable
intelligence. As your Village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, it would be helpful if you could
also pass this information onto me so I can share it with street co-ordinators in the village
We need as many Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators as possible. If you think you could
represent your street, please contact me
The Police are hosting a Neighbourhood Watch meeting at 7pm, Thursday 1 October at the
Pavilion, Hemingford Grey. Please come and hear how this scheme can work in our community
Esther Harrod, 01480 392991, esther.harrod@ntlworld.com

eCops: By registering with eCops, you receive news and appeals, local crime information and
crime prevention advice - direct to you as an e-mail. The service is completely free and works
alongside Neighbourhood Watch, to bring you messages about your local area. To register, go to
www.ecops.org.uk

1st Hemingford Beavers – Can you help? "Hello my name is Matthew. I am a Lodge leader at
1st Hemingford Beavers. I am 7 and a half and have really enjoyed Beavers since I was nearly 6. My
65leader has been running it for ages (10 years!) and she is really good but sadly she would like to
retire . We do loads of fun stuff like lighting fires, building bug hotels, playing beach ball and lots
of other things and we learn lots of things like our phone number, the police alphabet and sizes of
the moon. If Squirrel leaves we would not get to do all of this fun stuff which would be so sad. So
what I'm trying to say is we need a new leader who will enjoy helping in our activities and have as
much fun as we do Matthew"
Email: tony.rogers1@ntlworld.com or call: Tony Rogers, on 01480 383330

2nd Hemingford Brownies has been running for 45 years now and is run by a dedicated group
of mums who volunteer under the leadership of Brown Owl, Tracy McMahon. We encourage the
Brownies to gain self confidence and although some of the younger ones can appear very shy at
the beginning, the older Brownies lead them through the process and the girls will often leave
having built up confidence with a much wider age-range of friends. We encourage the Brownies to
always think about the Brownie promise and the Brownie Guide Law, and give them the
opportunity to experience many different indoor and outdoor activities. We are always keen to see

new brownies (and helpers!), so if you think Brownies could be for your daughter please sign up via
our website but be warned, we do have a waiting list!

Hemlocs – Hemingfords’ Local History Society: Recently the Society ran a project looking at
the effect of the World War 1 on the villages and published a beautifully illustrated book ‘Keep the
Home Fires Burning’ which is available at the Hemingford Stores, Post Office and the Norris
Museum or contact us at info@hemlocs.co.uk The price is £5
Our new season of monthly talks at the Pavilion commences in September with subjects including
Harvest Festival, the Riverport of St Ives, Local Railways, the Swing Riots, the Workhouse, Bridges
along the Backs, John Clare Cottage and the tale of a Hemingford Saga!! We meet on the third
Thursday of the month at 7.30 in the Hayward Room. For more information please visit our
website: www.hemlocs.co.uk

WEA Activities Autumn 2015
The Friendly Invasion – the USAAF in East Anglia 1942-1945
Monday 28 September 2015, Inaugural Lecture, open to all, free admission
2.00 – 4.00pm in the Reading Room
Speaker : Ian McLachlan, aviation historian
Enquiries: John Rolfe 01480 463493
The Friendly Invasion – the USAAF in East Anglia 1942-1945
A follow-on from the inaugural lecture, including the social impact of the USAAF, the
development of appropriate aircraft, strategy and tactics, leadership and risk and aviation
archaeology.
Monday afternoons 5 October – 23 November 2015
2.00 – 4.00 pm in the Reading Room, Seven x two-hour sessions
Tutor : Ian McLachlan, aviation historian . Course fee: £44.80.
Course Secretary: John Rolfe 01480 463493
The Self-Portrait: a study of the many types of self-portrait and what they mean to us,
Wednesday mornings 23 September – 2 December 2015
10.00 – 11.30am in the Reading Room, Ten x one and a half hour sessions.
Tutor: Fiona Lucraft
Course fee £48.00
Course Secretary: Maureen Rolfe 01480 463493

Red Kites over Hemingford Grey: Described as the UK’s most spectacular bird of prey the
Red Kite, with a wing span of two metres, is now seen regularly over Hemingford
Grey.
After becoming almost extinct from British shores due to culling by farmers 30
Red Kites were re-introduced in Rockingham Forest seven years ago with
spectacular success. There are now at least four hundred birds in the forest and they are extending
their range.
Keep your eyes open as you walk round the village and if you see a large bird with a noticeable V
shaped tail you will be one of the lucky ones who have seen this amazing bird

Strictly Come Dancing - Hemingford Style: Tea Dances are held at the Pavilion on the third
Sunday of every month throughout the year from 2:00pm to 5:00pm. The cost is only £5.00 per
person including tea and cakes. Everybody welcome so, if you want to come along and strut your
stuff, contact Margaret Gledhill on 01480 383599.

Outcome of recent planning applications
Application
15/00366FUL
15/00574FUL
15/00546FUL
15/00631FUL
15/00871FUL
15/00829FUL

15/00901FUL
15/01079FUL

Details
Wayside, St. Ives Road, change of use, extension to form dwelling,
erection of single garage and new access
10 Old Pound Road single story extension
9 Pound Road, Create Gable Ends and loft conversion
Ashdown, 2 Madeley Court, single and two storey extensions and
garage enlargement
1 Victoria Terrace, Hemingford Road, erection of a replacement
rear extension and internal alterations
3 Gunnings Close, remove plastic cladding, replace with tiles and
render. Replace flat felt roof on vestibule and replace with pitched
tile roof
6 Church Lane, replace timber outbuilding, brick flat roof, garage
and pitched roof garage with oak framed building
99 London Road, dormer windows to workshop/garage

PC Recommendation
Refusal

HDC Status
Pending

Approval
Refusal
Approval

Approved
Pending
Approved

Approval

Approved

Approval

Pending

Approval

Pending

No comment

Pending

Lest We Forget: A planning application for the WW1 visitor and study centre on Hemingford
Abbots golf course is likely to be received by HDC in the next few weeks.

Long Lane Lake: Any appeal against the HDC refusal of the wakeboarding centre at Long Lane
Lake has now been lodged.

Development at Wayside, St Ives Road: HDC have been asked to check that a development
currently in progress at this property is permitted in our Conservation Area. The development
does not appear to be in accordance with the planning application that the PC recommended be
refused. We understand that HDC have visited the site on a number of occasions.

Parish Councillors
Doug Dew (Chair)
Robin Waters (Vice-Chair)
Richard Bertioli
Janet Brasnell
Derek Clifton
Don Costello
Jason Hall
Steve Herring
John Jenkin
Peggy Seamark

4 Weir Road
18 Hemingford Road
1 Weir Close
1a Pound Close
Dockseys Farm,
7 The Apple Orchard
3 Gunnings Way
21 Weir Road
4 Mill Close
8 Victoria Terrace

469814
467077
469450
492033
463365
469296
395567
392991
465092
497384
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