Hemingford Grey Parish Council

The cover for our December Newsletter is a Christmas tree made by the children of Hemingford Grey School art club.
They used chalk and charcoal to make the snowflakes and arranged them into a shape of a Christmas tree.
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Notes from the Chairman
Christmas is again around the corner, the nights are drawing in and it's already dark before
5pm. With this in mind, you are possibly aware that K and M lighting have been working
around the village to change a number of street lights. The older lights in the village are being
replaced with newer, more environmentally friendly lights. This we hope will aid visibility in
the Autumn and Winter months ahead for all.
Whilst on the point of visibility I have had residents mention to me about an excess of cars
again parking on pavements as well as on the road.
Please can I request that we must all be mindful of others, mums with buggies, the elderly
and simply having to walk around a car onto the roadway just because there isn't enough
space is an accident waiting to happen. It's not helping when cars are parked on the
pavement. So please try to refrain from doing so.
We have recently worked with Hunts DC and the Yes Estate to get the play equipment
replaced in the playground. As you might be aware, the Yes Estate is within the Parish of
Hemingford Grey, but as of yet many of the assets on the Yes Estate are not managed by us.
We hope the residents are happy with the new play equipment.
I would like to say thank you to the Eleni Griffiths and the children of the art club at
Hemingford Grey for producing the artwork that is on the cover of our Newsletter. Speaking
to the school I know the children really enjoyed producing this for us. As a Parish Council we
meet with the school on a regular basis and enjoy a productive relationship with them.
On December 9th the very popular village farmers market will be open for all to try some
tasty treats and buy handcrafted items. I have been advised that there'll possibly be a visit
from Father Christmas at this busy time of year for him.
On behalf of us all at Hemingford Grey Parish Council we would like to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Cllr. Doug Dew – Chairman, Hemingford Grey Parish Council

1st Hemingfords’ Scouts’ Christmas Post

This is an opportunity for the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts to
perform a duty to their community, whilst at the same time
raising funds for their local group.
There will be a collection point set up at the Reading Room in Hemingford Grey on -

Saturday, 16th December between 9:30am and 1:00pm
The cost is only 25p per item.
If you aren’t able to make it to the Reading Room, then you can take your post and payment
to 6 Green Close, Hemingford Grey, any time before Saturday 16th December.
Delivery will take place on Sunday 17th December.
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CAN ONLY COLLECT AND DELIVER POST FOR HEMINGFORD ABBOTS
AND HEMINGFORD GREY, including London Road, Elizabeth Court, Maytrees, Greenfields,
Limes Park, the Brambles, Bridgefoot, Bridge Terrace, Mill Quay, Hemingford Road,
Victoria Terrace and the Yes development.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone from the
1st Hemingford Scouts

Village Market
Since the Village Market was launched in June this year it has continued to be a great success.
The aim of the market is to give small local businesses a regular place to sell their goods within
the village and give residents a mini market to visit once a month.
The market takes place on the second Saturday of the month from 9am – 1pm in the Parish
Centre on the High Street.
The Parish Council has a presence at all Village Markets so please come along and meet us.

New Parish Council Website
The Parish Council will have a new website from December 7th. Our new site is provided by a
company that specialises in delivering websites specifically for Parish and Town Councils.
Since the Parish Council website was relaunched in 2015 we have made quite a few updates
and amendments to it to try and make it more informative and easy to use.
Ownership of gov.uk websites is limited to UK government and local government bodies. A
gov.uk domain name can provide assurance that the website (or email address) is official and
is publicly accountable.
By moving to this address it also means that everything related to the Parish Council website
is now managed by one company which makes it easier to manage and provides financial
savings to the previous contracts in place.
The new site will have a Parish Council calendar that will have details of all the meetings as
well as the agendas and minutes attached to those meetings.
Other features include an A to Z of services that links to Parish Council, District Council and
County Council services (see below).
This feature means that it should become
easier for users to get the information and
contact details of the appropriate provider.
We hope that the website will become a
central hub for local residents, visitors to
Hemingford Grey and those looking to move
into the area.
The new site does have a new address and will be: www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
In addition, all the councillors and the clerk will have official email addresses. You will find
further information on the ‘About the Parish Council’ page.

There will also be a community calendar
to which users can add events. To
submit the event users will simply need
to click on the

button, put in details of the event, as
well as their contact details and once
authorised it will appear on the
community calendar

Hemingford Grey Primary School and Hemingford Gardeners’ Society
As we move into winter, the children have been working alongside the Hemingford
Gardeners’ Society to prepare for the colder days ahead. The children have been finishing the
harvest in the allotments and planting onions ready for next year. Using the equipment that
we kindly received from the society, the children have dead-headed the perennials and
moved plants into their final positions within our Memorial Garden colour wheel.
The Wild Area has received a trim from a tree surgeon and the children have used the
resulting wood chips to mulch the plants around school. Key Stage 1 have added hanging
baskets to their decking area filled with winter pansies and spring bulbs, while Key Stage 2
have filled the Quiet Area pots with winter viola, rosemary and even more spring bulbs.
Finally, as part of the Year 5 and 6 Tudor theme, the children took part in a Tudor day during
which they used the cut grass from the Wild Flower Mound to create hay for the chickens.
We will be holding our Hand Made at Hemingford Christmas Fayre on Friday 1st December.
At this event we will be making and selling decorated pinecones, Christmas wreaths and
lavender bags using our own lavender, as well as selling Sweet Peas grown by the children and
many edible delights.
As a school, we continue to be very grateful for the support of the Hemingford Grey
Gardeners’ Society.
Mrs Kate Fox - Head Teacher

Fireworks in Hemingford
It was back in the 1950s when residents of Hemingford Grey gathered up garden rubbish,
potato tops and straw from Docksey’s farm and organised a bonfire on November 5th.
The next year it was held at Hemingford Grey School with the villagers bringing their rubbish
to burn and because of its success it was decided that it should become an annual event!
Hemingford Road was closed so a procession of people carrying candles in jam jars could walk
to the site. At the head of the procession was a dressed guy – a villager being pushed on a
funeral cart, but he was not burned at the stake!
And so the event grew. It moved to Long Lane which is now the Pinders Green development,
then it went to the Vineyard near the Hemingford Pavilion. The event made money and when
it was moved to Chapman’s Field it started to fundraise for local causes.
The village shop was joined by other shops and pubs in the area to sell tickets. There was a
programme. The Caravan Club held a rally at the site. The list of donation recipients grew.
After a short spell at Crystal Lakes Fenstanton it moved to the Park Field off London Road over
25 years ago where, on November 4, 2017, it was held for the last time.
It is not intended that this is the end of the event. Although four committee members are
stepping down (average age 79 and one who has been with the event since inception), we
have had new volunteers come forward with energy and ideas to take the event to new
heights. They will be looking for a new location, so “watch this space”!
Over the years the event has been responsibly managed by a small group of village volunteers
and the local fireworks organisation. It has had to be run more formally. Observing health
and safety requirements, risk assessments and, as the crowd numbers increased, insurance
costs grew. In recent years the event grew to be one of the largest in the area. It was
estimated we were attracting over 4000 people from all over the area and beyond! On the
day, and day after, volunteer numbers grow to ensure the evening runs smoothly and the
field is left ready for the sheep to graze.
It focused on its mission, “Fun for All the Family”, listened to its audience and started earlier
in the evening than other events.

We had a fun fair for kiddies and lit the bonfire early to create the atmosphere of warmth to
lead up to the amazing firework display that usually went on for twenty minutes! We enabled
persons with disabilities to attend more easily and young carers too. We maintained ticket
prices and, more recently, created a website and Facebook page. We became a facilitator for
various service groups to raise their own funds and MAGPAS to raise money collecting on the
New Bridges. It was an event the villages can be proud of, and we all had so much fun!
Over the years Fireworks in Hemingford has made donations to local charities, not-for-profits
and service groups. It has also facilitated groups to raise their own funds. These include:
Hemingfords’ Regatta, Young Carers, MAGPAS, Hemingford Football Club, St Ives Rowing Club,
73 Huntingdon Sqdn ATC, Explorer Scouts, St John Ambulance, Lupus Association, Hemingford
Pavilion rebuild, Hemingford Grey Playgroup, Lady Adrian Special Needs School,
Hinchingbrooke Special Care Baby Unit, Parkinson’s Society, Hemingford Grey PTA, RNLI,
Hemingford Brownies, Hemingford Guides, Hemingford Scouts, Hemingford Abbots
Playgroup, Gt Ormond Street Hospital, Fenstanton Scouts, Fenstanton PTA, Fenstanton
Playgroup, The Haemophilia Society, St Ives Civic Society – Norris Museum, Hemingford Parish
Council, Eve Appeal, Daintree Green playground, Eastfield School Association, LL Dance and
Performing Arts, St Ives Girls Air Cadets, Papworth Trust, Stroke Association, 1st Needingworth
Scout Group
Our donors have included: David Smith St Ives Limited, Waitrose Community Matters,
Hemingford Directory, Harris’ Funfair, Jones’ Boatyard, Mid Anglia Caravan Club, Huntingdon
Radio 104 FM, I & G Jackson across the river, T & S Thomas, Cambridge Filmworks, MagMaker
St Ives, Whippet Coaches, Milksy’s Hog Roast, the shops which sold tickets, all those we
collected from on the New Bridges and in St Ives in support of MAGPAS and the anonymous
many others.
E fireworksinhem@aol.com
W www.fireworksinhemingford.uk

Community Car Scheme
Since the loss of the Go Whippet bus service in Hemingford Grey, the Parish Council has been
working with Huntingdonshire Volunteer Centre, specifically the St Ives branch of the
Community Car Scheme to increase awareness of alternatives to buses.
The Scheme works by matching passengers with volunteer drivers who use their own cars to
take them to hospital appointments, shopping or even to visit friends and relations.
Passengers pay the drivers 40p a mile based on the driver’s mileage, to cover the driver’s
expenses, plus a £1 booking fee which the driver passes on to the office to cover
administration costs.
With the help of the Hemingford Grey Parish Council, we have recruited four new drivers
which has increased our capacity for Hemingford residents.
The scheme is primarily there for essential journeys, however, with the new drivers there is
some capacity for more social journeys, for example to meetings in St Ives such as U3A. We
will also look at connecting people to the buses in St Ives if you wanted to go to Huntingdon
or Cambridge.
The more drivers we have the more we can help your community.
Could you become a volunteer driver and help your neighbours in this way?
No experience is necessary, just common sense and a sympathetic attitude. Support and
guidance is always available from our friendly office. Please note that all applicants will be
subject to a DBS check and satisfactory references will be required.
In addition there are other volunteer opportunities available via www.do-it.org.uk or call into
any of the offices for a chat. We look forward to meeting you.

T: 01480 301462 or 0758 2211392
E: stives@huntsvc.org.uk
W: www.huntsvc.org.uk

Update on the proposed Mick George Ltd Waste Management site for the former
Hemingford Golf Course provided by the SayNo2MickGeorge committee
Iain Muspratt, treasurer of the SayNo2MickGeorge committee updated the Parish Council
Planning Committee on Monday 13 November on the latest developments of the Mick
George Ltd (MGL) proposed planning application. MGL acquired the former Hemingford
Abbots Golf course for a waste management site in 2016. To date, no planning application
has been submitted, however the land has not been allocated as a suitable plot for waste
management by Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) — yet. CCC are conducting a formal
review of the current Waste and Minerals Plan and it is essential that the site remains
excluded. Parish Councils, the SayNo2MickGeorge committee AND residents will be able to
make representations in the new year during the first stage of consultation. The Parish
Council will keep residents informed.
The SayNo2MickGeorge committee is monitoring MGL business behaviours and claims, and
has noted the following statistics with regards to the Hemingfords:
Size of main building - The MGL building alone (situated on a hill overlooking the village)
could cover 411,942 sq ft — Tesco’s at Bar Hill covers 60,000 sq ft — making it nearly 7 times
the size of this superstore. The height could be nearly 50ft or 15 meters, meaning it would be
clearly visible from the villages (especially as the site will be lit through the night).
Traffic - There could be upwards of 1000 lorry movements per day on this site over a 12-hour
day — 1.38 lorries per minute. At busy times there could be several per minute.
It is possible that 200 lorries could also be parked at this site. MGL has also suggested a lorry
workshop could operate from there. Other such sites operate until 03.00 when busy. Each
MGL lorry has to be checked at a workshop once a month.
Noise, Dust and Pollution - The SayNo2MickGeorge committee held a ramble around the
proposed site on Sunday 19 November. It was pointed out that the prevailing wind means
that Hemingford Grey could be affected by noise, dust and pollution.
Going forward
1 Iain Muspratt said a member of the SayNo2MickGeorge committee will attend every Parish
Council meeting to keep residents informed. The Council was informed of the possibility that
100 jobs could be put at risk alongside this site, and some businesses may have to close due
to noise, dust and traffic congestion. And an elderly resident, who kindly gave us access to
her land for the ramble, would have a blighted existence next door to the site.
2 Muspratt mentioned fund-raising is progressing well with over £33,000 now raised. The

SayNo2MickGeorge committee has a target of £50,000 to ensure they have enough in the
kitty to respond to any MGL planning application when submitted.
3 The next stage for the villages is to monitor and fully respond to any proposal in the new
CCC Waste and Minerals plan should it suddenly include the golf course. Currently the golf
course is designated for leisure and recreation usage, which is beneficial to all in the
surrounding area.

Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Watch

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the Hemingford Grey
Neighbourhood Watch update.
Recent reports have shown that the burglary rate in Hemingford
Grey has fallen this year. The police think that this is due in part to residents’ vigilance and
reporting. The Hemingford Grey NHW Facebook page continues to be a very useful tool for
villagers to alert each other of suspicious behaviour while still reporting it to police on 101.
Unfortunately since the resignation of our Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator Esther Harrod,
no one has stepped forward to take up the role, but we are happy to report that there is now
a new administrator in place who is managing the Facebook page. We would like to thank
Esther for all her hard work with regards to the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village.
If you are not a member of Hemingford Grey NHW scheme, please go to the website listed
below or call the number at the bottom of the page.
Follow the instructions and you will be able to find your own street scheme by typing in
Hemingford Grey followed by the road that you live in. You will receive weekly local police
alerts if you are not already a member of E-Cops.
If you see suspicious activity please report it on 101 and ask to be put through to the burglary
department.

T: 0116 402 6111
W: www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk

Planning Committee Matters
The Parish Council has no direct planning powers but is consulted by, and can make
recommendations to, Huntingdonshire District Council. It is HDC’s responsibility to inform
neighbours of planning applications, but the Parish Council normally sends councillors to look
at the property concerned and call on neighbours to ensure they are aware. Residents are
urged to make their own comments on the HDC web site.
HDC Local Plan

Your planning committee discussed the recent sites in and around the parish being put
forward by land owners and developers. HDC’s immediate response is that sites for a
total of 281 dwellings within the parish are ‘potentially suitable’. Government pressure
for house building is increasing and it seems that Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan (LP) will
need to provide for even more dwellings in the next 10 years. We have asked HDC for
clarification on the draft LP and the latest Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA). Both
of these imply that all of the sites put forward in and around HG would be unsuitable.
Our response points out that we no longer have any significant public transport; that all
of the sites as shown by the SFRA are at risk of flooding and that our village is a ‘small
settlement’ with very limited facilities which all suffer from a lack of parking. Our
comments in full are on the web (HGPC planning committee minutes) and (HDC’s
HELAA consultation).
Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Plan?
How do you see the village in 10 or 20 years? Can we rely on HDC and individual land
owners to get it right or do we want to have some democratic control? A
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is subject to a parish referendum and gives a parish more
control over planning decisions within its boundaries. HGPC is exploring the potential
costs and benefits of promoting such a plan. In November the PC agreed to consult
with HDC on the NP process including the necessity for a housing needs survey and how
the NP might fit with the emerging Local Plan. What is already quite clear is that the PC
cannot produce a Neighbourhood Plan without the help of many other parish residents
and organisations. If YOU think that we need such a plan then we hope that YOU will
come forward to help. The NP needs a vision of where any development might take
place, what community facilities will be needed (e.g. new cemetery, playing fields, etc)

and what specific features of our existing environment should be preserved. However,
it will take at least two years; it will take a lot of time and effort; and it will have to be
compatible with HDC’s Local Plan. The NP would concentrate entirely on planning
aspects and would be integrated with the Local Plan and have equal weight in any
planning decisions. Please come and talk to us at the village markets on 9th December
or 13th January.
Outcomes of recent planning applications
Applications

Details

HGPC
Recommendations

HDC Decision

17/01338/FUL
17/01524/CLED

14 De Vere Close – Proposed detached bungalow
Weir House, St Ives Rd - Storage of cider in polytunnels

Withdrawn
In progress

17/01525/CLED

Weir House - Production wholesale sale of cider and perry.

17/01552/NMA
17/01685/HHFUL
17/01753/CLPD
17/01822/FUL
17/01838/HHFUL
17/01882/OUT
17/01957/FUL
17/01966/EXTDET
17/02029/HHFUL

1 Limes Court – Amend. 16/01091/HHFUL – Install window
2 Green Close - Single storey side extension and alterations |
126 Dunnock Way – Side extension and garage conversion
4 Church Lane - Demolition and new house per 489/HHFUL
1 Wren Close – Rear extension and garage conversion

Refusal
Queried new
garden extent
Confirmed use
for over 10 yrs
Approval
Approval
Withdrawn
Approval
Approval
Approval
Refusal
Approval
Approval
Approval
Approval
Approval

In progress
In progress
In progress

17/02164/HHFUL
17/02167/CLPD
17/02173/HHFUL

The Mandarins, Mill Lane - Outline permission for dwelling
Land Adjacent 1 Victoria Terrace – New Build Dwelling
26 Old Pound Close - Single storey rear extension

126 Dunnock Way - Rear extension (link) and garage
conversion
25 Gore Tree Road - Upper floor extension above garage
1 Langley Way – Replacement upvc windows
5 The Brambles – Rear extension part single, part two storey

In progress
Approved
Permission
Withdrawn
Pending
Permission
Withdrawn
In progress
Approved
Approved

Update on Goldies Club
Councillor Riva Elliott has been analysing the data from the Village Survey which has yielded
some interesting results. Thank you to everyone who completed the questionnaire.
The next stage of the project is to co-opt a committee of three people to act as treasurer,
secretary and administrator. This will help to give shape and impetus to this emerging
project. The constitution is nearing completion and shortly a proposal will be prepared for
submission to various funding organisations in the region.
The aims are to provide our parish residents with plenty of opportunities to join in village life
and socialise while pursuing interesting activities.
If you would like to find out more about the project and are interested in joining this
enterprise, please contact Riva Elliott on the details below E: riva.elliott@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Village dates for your diary
We are lucky to live in a village with a thriving social scene. Below are some upcoming dates
for the next few months. If you use Facebook then please search for and ‘like’ the following
pages ‘Our YES Estate’ and ‘Hemingford Grey Community page’
December
3
Christingle Service, 4pm St James Church, Hemingford Grey
8
A Christmas Carol, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
9
Village Market, 9am Parish Centre, Hemingford Grey
9
Carol Service, 5:30pm, Vicarage Fields, Hemingford Grey
Mince pies and mulled wine, Somersham Town Band
9
A Christmas Carol, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
14
Hemingford Grey Gardeners’ Society, 7:30pm, Reading Room, Hemingford Grey
Women Gardeners of the First World War
15
Ghost Stories, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
16
1st Hemingford Scouts Post, 9:30am Parish Centre, Hemingford Grey
16
Ghost Stories, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
17
Carol Service, 7pm St James Church, Hemingford Grey
17
Ghost Stories, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
24
Nativity, 4pm St James Church, Hemingford Grey
24
Holy Communion, 11:30pm, St James Church, Hemingford Grey
25
Morning Worship, 10am, St James Church, Hemingford Grey
27
A Christmas Carol, 7:30pm, Manor House, Hemingford Grey
January
11
Hemingford Grey Gardeners’ Society, 7:30pm, Reading Room, Hemingford Grey
Christmas Party and some before and after photos of Members Gardens
13
Village Market, 9am Parish Centre, Hemingford Grey
February
8
Hemingford Grey Gardeners’ Society, 7:30pm, Reading Room, Hemingford Grey
Bees and how to help them
10
Village Market, 9am Parish Centre, Hemingford Grey
For more information, including contact details on any of the above events or if you would
like your event included in the village calendar please check the Community / What’s On
section on the new Parish Council website or contact the Parish Clerk – details on the last
page.

Offer of wood chippings and wood to local communities
Huntingdonshire District Council’s tree maintenance department is developing a recycling
venture with the view to donating their bio products created from the tree maintenance work
they carry out around the district.
The aim is to donate wood chippings and wood to local communities to contribute and
support green projects and to promote the use of recyclable material.
They can offer wood chippings for allotments, landscape programmes, shrub bedding, tree
planting and hedge planting, equine use, mulching, trim trails and tracks.
They can offer wood in an unprocessed form which can be used for other projects.
Currently they can only offer full loads or half loads of woodchip or wood, a full load of
woodchip is estimated to be 2t (2000kg) and a full load of unprocessed wood is currently not
calculable due to different wood weights and sizes.
In return they ask for an accessible site for their vehicle to enter to drop off any wood
chippings or wood with your permission.
If you are interested in becoming one of our customers or local donation sites to support local
projects and the environment please contact them at the details below
E: adrian.sargeant@huntingdonshire.gov.uk

About the Parish Council
All of our meetings are held in the Reading Room on the High Street, Hemingford Grey and
the upcoming ones are listed below.
Planning Committee 7pm
Main Parish Council 7.30pm

8 Jan/ 12 Feb
8 Jan / 12 Feb

Our agendas and minutes are posted on village notice boards, at the village store as well as on
the website. Information is also available on our Facebook and Twitter pages.
Website www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
Parish Councillors
Doug Dew (Chair)
Robin Waters (Vice-chairman)
Richard Allen
Janet Brasnell
Derek Clifton
Keith Duncan
Riva Elliott
Leanne Elmstrom
Jason Hall
Anne Meredith

4 Weir Road
18 Hemingford Road
Maristowe, London Road
1a Pound Road
Dockseys Farm
2 Payn Close
38 Church Street
Cullum Farm, London Road
3 Gunnings Way
18 De Vere Close

469814
467077
494783
492033
463365
385108
494142
07702 642441
395567
465774

All our councillors can now be emailed using the following format –
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr
A: 30 West Drive, Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
T: 01954 210241
E: parishclerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor
Sub Editor

The next edition of the Newsletter will be out in March 2018

Jason Hall
Riva Elliott

