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1. Policy Statement  

Hemingford Grey Parish Council believes that as well as being central to the visual character 

of the Parish, trees and hedgerows have an important role to play in combatting climate 

change but are also very important in contributing to residents’ physical and mental 

wellbeing. This tree policy reflects and balances the demands of the natural environment 

and those of the people who live within the parish. 

The Parish Council is committed to increasing the number of trees and hedges within the 

parish; on council owned or managed land, and through working with residents and 

landowners to encourage the planting of trees on privately owned land. 

2. Aims 

The Council is responsible for the following green open spaces: the cemetery, Vicarage 

Fields, Daintree Green, Mitchell Close play area and all the Parish Council managed green 

spaces on the Yes Development. 

In implementing its tree and hedgerow policy, Hemingford Grey Parish Council will promote 

biodiversity, climate mitigation, and visual amenity whilst being managed and maintained in 

a way which promotes their safety and health. The Parish Council does this with the 

following objectives in mind:  

 

• Ensure tree stock is maintained in a cost-effective manner, maximising visual amenity, 

and associated environmental benefits whilst minimising risks to public safety and 

property 

• Ensure that the work undertaken on Parish Council trees is done to a high standard, is 

appropriate and in line with arboricultural best practice  

• Ensure appropriate management of trees which are important for biodiversity, as 

wildlife corridors or as landscape features 

• Promote the positive contribution made by trees to open spaces, including the value 

which they have for wildlife  

• Identify opportunities for appropriate tree planting schemes including community 

orchards.  

3. Principles  

This policy defines the Council’s approach to tree and hedgerow management on its land. It 

is intended to be a point of reference for the Public, Councillors and Officers to ensure a 

consistent and structured approach to the management of the Council’s trees and 

hedgerows. This policy sets out a proactive and systematic method of management that will 

both conserve and enhance our tree population and hedgerows and the amenity value of 

our land. While at the same time enabling the Council to take reasonable steps to manage 

its trees to reduce the risk of death or injury to those on parish council land. 
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Hemingford Grey Parish Council will undertake tree works when: 

• there are dead, dying or dangerous trees and branches that are found to be a danger 

to public safety  

• trees or branches are creating an unreasonable obstruction to a public highway, 

highways signage, public right of way or access to property  

• a tree is causing an unacceptable trip hazard considered on the public highway, 

public right of way or access to property  

• it benefits the health of a tree, for example pollarding to extend the lifespan of a tree 

and prevent splitting 

• a tree which is proven beyond reasonable doubt to be the cause of serious structural 

damage to buildings as identified by an independent competent professional 

assessor  

Hemingford Grey Parish Council may undertake tree works: 

• when trees are deemed by the Council to be an inappropriate species for their 

situation  

• to ensure that a streetlight can perform to its design specification without being 

unduly blocked by the presence of trees  

• where a tree/branch is touching, or almost touching a dwelling – we aim to give a 

minimum of 1.5m clearance in these situations  

• to maintain historic vistas or in the interest of preservation of heritage structures  

• when trees are giving rise to justifiable fears about risk of crime, or trees that have 

provided access and/or cover for criminal activity  

• when trees and branches are restricting grounds maintenance operations  

• when trees need formative pruning to shape or train them during their early years  

• if thinning of trees will benefit adjacent specimens or those of more favourable 

species  

• if the tree is a species which is known to ultimately outgrow its location and in doing 

so unreasonably restricts the use of the area  

• if trees are restricting repairs and maintenance of property  

• to protect or enhance biodiversity  

• to improve the aesthetics of the designed landscape  

Hemingford Grey Parish Council won’t undertake tree works: 

• because a tree is considered to be ‘too big’ or ‘too tall’, or to cut back branches of a 

healthy tree overhanging private property  

• to remove or reduce any of the categories below, other than in extreme 

circumstances: leaves, sticky sap, blossom, tree pollen, bird droppings, falling 

fruit/berries/nuts  

• to remove or reduce incidence of perceived pests such as bees, wasps, or other 

wildlife  

• to improve natural light or the view from a property  
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• to prevent interference with TV or satellite TV installation/reception 

or to prevent the shading of solar panels  

• during the nesting season and breeding season (recognised as being between 1 

March to 31 August), unless work is for health and safety reasons 

• if a tree contains roosting bats, unless work is for health and safety reasons 

• on trees overhanging an adjacent property, unless work is for health and safety 

reasons. Landowners have a common law right to prune back tree branches to their 

boundary, providing that would not lead to tree death and providing the tree is not 

protected by a TPO or within a Conservation Area. 

• to remove dead branches from trees located in relatively quiet locations due to their 

ecological value, unless work is for health and safety reasons 

4. Review  

This document was approved for use at the meeting of the Parish Council on 11th April 2022. 

It shall be reviewed annually.  

Richard Allen, Chairman HGPC 
Tree and Hedgerow Policy  
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Appendix – Rationale for provisions within Tree Policy 

Policy and Legal Framework 

This Policy has been developed with reference to the Council’s Environmental and 

Sustainability Policy (adopted 14
th

 March 2022) and is guided by Huntingdonshire District 

Council’s Tree Strategy 2020-2030. 

Structure 

The Council determines the Tree and Hedge Policy and makes any decisions on expenditure 

and decisions regarding the management of the trees and hedges. The Environment 

Working Group is responsible for advising the Council on the management and 

development of the green spaces within the parish and it is assisted by two volunteer Tree 

Wardens. Councillors, Tree Wardens, and volunteers usually plant trees and undertake 

some maintenance of trees and hedges, other maintenance is undertaken by the 

handyperson employed by the Council or approved contractors 

Tree Risk Assessment and Level of Residual Risk  

It is not possible to eliminate all risks from trees however there are often indications that a 

tree may be in decline. The Council employs a professional and independent arboricultural 

consultant to undertake a Risk Assessment every 3 years, or more frequently where an 

individual tree has been found to require closer attention. This survey reports on the 

physiological and structural condition of the trees and make recommendations for 

remedial work; high, moderate, and low. The Council has delegated to the Clerk the 

authority to have any High work attended to. The tree maintenance schedule aims to 

reduce the risk to an acceptable level. This does not eliminate of risk altogether, but the 

residual risk is minimised to a tolerable level.  

Tree Maintenance Schedules and Public Requests for Maintenance  

Tree maintenance schedules will be put out to tender and works carried out in accordance 

with the Risk Assessment. The Council will also consider any complaints or requests for 

maintenance from the public regarding trees on Council owned property when formally sent 

to the Clerk, considering its tree management policy and/or advice from a qualified tree 

surgeon. A final response will be issued within two months of receipt. If a Council owned 

tree is inspected and found to be in such a condition that it poses a high risk to people or 

property and is an emergency, instruction will be given by the Clerk to our tree contractor to 

make the tree safe as soon as practicably possible. If a tree is identified as requiring action, 

but the risk to the public is not immediate, then the tree will be made safe depending on 

the degree of risk identified at the time of inspection.  
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In all requests apart from those relating to urgent public safety council 

will note the request and ask the EWG with assistance from the Tree Wardens to visit 

the resident and the tree/hedge in question and advise council as to its response.  

New Planting and Replacement of Trees 

The Council is committed to planting trees on land it owns or manages, however space 

of new trees is limited. If a tree must be removed, then where appropriate a 

replacement tree will be planted. Trees planted will be a UK native species of a suitable 

size and type to fit the growing conditions (wherever practical), but all trees planted 

will be appropriate for the area and will be chosen have regard for their impact on 

biodiversity but also for their amenity value.  

Residents and local organisations are welcome to sponsor tree planting however the 

council retains the final decision as to location and species/variety of tree to be planted. 

The Council will work with residents, organisations, businesses, and landowners to 

promote tree and native hedge planting within the parish.  

Planting and restoring hedges are also a priority where appropriate and the hedges will 

be managed to enhance biodiversity but recognise the needs of residents for access or 

leisure. 

Planning  

The Council is a statutory consultee for tree applications for trees with a Tree 

Preservation Order. The Council’s Tree Wardens have the delegated authority to submit 

their views on the application (Support, oppose or comment) directly to 

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC). The Council supports HDC in its policy to 

ensure a replacement tree is planted for every TPO tree that is felled. 

For general planning applications the Planning Committee will assess applications for 

their potential impact on trees and hedges and if appropriate request that conditions 

are attached to planning approval ensuring that native tree and hedges will be planted. 

Road, Cycle, or Footpaths 

The Parish Council has a responsibility to ensure that the above are kept clear 

(Highways Act 1980). Any council owned or managed tree will be considered on a case-

by-case basis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


