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Derek Clifton: 53 years serving our village
Plus: Classic cars raise £1755 for air ambulance
Great response to Hemingford Hub
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Notes from the Chair
With another summer sadly over, this autumn’s
newsletter is all about community. It’s a reflection on
how we can all contribute to the well-being of our
village and those who live in it.
In recent weeks, two long-standing councillors, Derek Clifton and Janet Brasnell have
both decided to stand down and we thank them for their dedicated service. Derek’s
53 years as a councillor is probably unparalleled in this country and I’m sure you will
all agree that our village owes him a huge debt of gratitude for everything that he’s
done during that time.
We are also highlighting some new initiatives where you can get involved by giving
back or sharing a little of your time.
The Hemingford Hub Good Neighbour Scheme launched in August and is busy
recruiting befrienders and clients to create a stronger community feel to the village.
Another initiative is the Memory Lane Friendship Group. This is a meeting place for
our older residents and also provides a feeling of being part of the community for
others suffering from dementia. It offers friendly support with singing and
reminiscing.
All are welcome to join both of these great initiatives.
At the same time, the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are busy building bird boxes, which
will be put up throughout the village
Most importantly, we’re looking for volunteers to help with the neighbourhood plan.
As residents, we are the best people to decide on the direction of our parish and we’d
really like to hear from you. But we will also require input from volunteers with
planning knowledge or experience of putting together a neighbourhood plan, as well
as all those involved in village groups, from the playgroup to the WI, from allotment
holders to squash or tennis players.
And finally … if you are interested in filling one of the newly created vacancies on the
parish council, I would be delighted to hear from you.
I wish you all a great autumn.
Cllr Richard Allen – Chair, Hemingford Grey Parish Council
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Derek Clifton’s devoted service to our community
Derek Clifton, possibly the longest-serving parish councillor in the UK, has stepped
down after 53 years as a councillor. He spent 12 years as our chairman and he is
proud to have left the village in a strong position for the future. Derek says, “Not
many people move out of Hemingford Grey. They join in, create roots and
everybody’s welcome.” He also knows a lot of village history, from the drains and
ditches to the development of our housing, pavilion and social clubs. And he’s proud
to have played his part since joining the council as a 32-year-old.
He considers his greatest achievements in that time as inspiring Daintree Green,
reviving the regatta after the war years, cancelling his holiday to help fight the big
floods of 1998 and again in 2003, setting up the Marsh Lane walk — and many more
things we take for granted.
In 1966 the young Derek witnessed England winning the Football World Cup, the
Beatles at number 1 with Paperback Writer and the launch of Ford’s Cortina Mark II.
He was born in Hemingford Grey, a farmer’s son who worked all his life at Docksey’s
Farm.
He went to school in the village and
St Ives, leaving aged 14 to work on
the farm. He has worked tirelessly
in helping to support all sorts of
activities, sports and events that are
now commonplace in the village
today. If you’d like to hear his
fascinating reminiscences go to the
Hemingford Grey Parish Council
Derek Clifton used his tractor during the floods
website and click on the link at the
end to hear the interview he gave in 2010 to John Jenkin. He recalls a bygone age and
the importance to him of a strong and happy community.
We thank Derek for his unstinting community service. And we’d particularly
welcome applications from young people to follow his lead and join the PC to take
our village into an even rosier future.
https://www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk/sound-gallery.html/

Janet Brasnell steps down from the council
Janet Brasnell is another diligent councillor leaving us this month. She served 18
months, from 2011 to 2012, and a further five years, from May 2014. She performed
roles as chair of planning and the environment committees. We thank her and take
her environment interests forward as Climate change affects us all.
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Hemingford Hub — bringing neighbours together
The Hub is off to a flying start. We received £2380 funding for the Good
Neighbour Scheme from the county council’s Innovate and Cultivate fund
in September. This will go towards training the many befrienders who have so far
come forward from both Hemingfords. We set a hopeful target to attract 20 helpers
by the end of our first year. We’ve already exceeded that. We were delighted that 16
signed up at the launch meeting in Hemingford Grey's Reading Room, and another 12
have come forward since then to offer their help.
"The response from both villages has been tremendous," said chairman Edward
Byam-Cook. “We had around 40 people attend including many parish councillors
from both villages.”
The befriending scheme aims to offer support in the Hemingfords to a wide range of
people from the lonely, elderly, infirm, struggling parents, those recovering from
illness and people with disabilities.
"Councils don't have the money or the staff to meet local needs," Edward said.
"Loneliness has dramatic consequences on health. Hemingford Hub is reviving the
days when communities looked after each other."
He added: "Mother Teresa who once said: 'The biggest disease today is not leprosy or
cancer or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted, uncared for and
deserted.’ We want to do something about that."
The Hub identifies people who might benefit from some company and arranges for
befrienders to visit them regularly. If you know someone and would like to introduce
a friend, neighbour or relative to meet us, please get in touch.
For more information contact Riva Elliott rivaelliott@me.com or call 01480 494142

Remember to put Memory Lane in your diary
Esther Harrod and Steve Herring were inspired and encouraged by
Hemingford Hub to set up Memory Lane, a singing and reminiscing group,
to help those who are memory-challenged. "We've done this before and it's
proved very successful," Esther said. "It also offers some respite for carers." They will
be running the sessions on the first Thursday of the month at the Reading Room in
Hemingford Grey’s High Street, starting on 3 October from 10am to 12 noon.
For more information, please contact Esther and Steve on 01480 392991
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Neighbourhood Plan – working with you all
The parish council is now working towards a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to act as a
planning framework for the parish. We want to ensure the parish remains an
attractive and lively place to live for many years to come. Although the published
Local Plan for Huntingdonshire does not include any new housing for this parish
because of flooding concerns, last November’s Housing Needs Survey identifies the
need for a small development of affordable housing. This would be allowed under
Rural Exception rules. This housing has to complement existing development and
play its part in the future shape of the parish. The parish council is also working on
finding a suitable location for a new cemetery.
The first step in the NP process is to involve all residents to help us formulate a vision
for the parish. This vision will help to develop a set of objectives and policies over the
coming months. This Neighbourhood Plan will be linked to a parish action plan
(which addresses objectives outside the remit of neighbourhood planning issues) and
the two documents will complement each other.
The parish council agreed to appoint consultants to help initiate the public
engagement process for a NP at the September meeting. So please keep your eye on
the website, posters and newsletter for further information.
We want to enhance membership of the NP task group, so if would like to know more
come to one our monthly task group meetings at the pavilion (7pm on the third
Thursday of each month in the Chris Page room) or speak to us at the village market.

Transport
The task group also developed the council’s response to the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority consultation on the Local Transport Plan over the
summer. Our submission covers a range of topics: the need to improve the depleted
bus service, the value of the Community Car Service, the importance of cycle and
footpaths and our concerns over the traffic congestion in Harrison Way.
The new A14 bypass will open in December. Be sure to familiarise yourselves with
the changes to signposting into Cambridge, and the old local A14 route transforming
into the A1307.

Your opinion counts
We’d like to hear from residents about all issues concerning village life and our
surroundings, such as your views on parking price increases imposed in St Ives and
Huntingdon car parks. We often need quick local help around the village, for example
we have a gritter for the roads in bad weather, but we need a driver. The Clerk would
like to hear from you if you run a local handyman business or other trades.
Contact councillors Robin Waters and Anne Meredith for all planning issues.
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Sponsors needed for the community Bird Box project
Local Scouts and Cubs are making bird boxes over the autumn term using the design
and knowledge of local RSPB members. Putting them in place in January gives the
birds time to get used to them before the nesting season.
You are invited to the project launch on Saturday 11 January at 10am in the Reading
Room. The chosen locations for the boxes are Daintree Green, the cemetery in Pound
Road, Vicarage Fields and the Mitchell Close playground. You can sponsor a box for
just £5. Refreshments will be available at the launch.
Contact councillors Janice Flint and Anne Meredith

Hemingford First Scouts need your help
Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have plenty of fun and adventures but they need some
support. We have a vacancy for a treasurer. You don’t need to be a financial expert. It
only requires a few hours per month. Volunteering is easier than you think. With
support and training, you could be the person we are looking for.
If you would like to help run one of the youth sections, we’d also like to hear from
you. Give our young people the skills they need to succeed in life and discover how
being part of the scouting family can be as rewarding for you as it is for them.
Call 01480 383330 or email tony.rogers@cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk

The Langley Trust needs a secretary
This village charity, dating from the mid 17th century, provides modest financial
assistance to any person in need, living within the parish.
Due to the resignation of the secretary, we are looking for somebody to take over this
role from next year. There are only two meetings per year, lasting around an hour
and a half. No previous experience is necessary as this is not a very arduous role.
Contact the vicar, Peter Cunliffe: 01480 394378, or David Watkins: 01480 466207

Thanks for repairing the Cotmerole landing planks
Many thanks to community-minded Mark and Mandy Latimer and local joiner Luke
Bogle for a sympathetic repair to the Cotmerole landing stage on the river. It not only
looks better, but is a safer environment for people stopping to take in the river view
from this pathway. Luke used seasoned cedar wood which is more enduring than the
previous planks, which were all reaching the end of their lifetime as a safe landing
stage.
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Classic car show raises £1755 for the MagPas Air Ambulance
Congratulations to Hazel Quest and her team for
raising £1755 for the Air Ambulance. She
announced that the vintage car show, A Classic
Affair, raised the money on a well-attended day
at the playing fields. Keep an eye open for the
fifth anniversary date in 2020 on the parish
council website.
www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Open gardens in Hemingford Grey cancelled for 2020
We have had to cancel the bi-annual open gardens for this village next year. There
wasn’t enough interest or time to build a solid team of volunteers. It would be a
shame to abandon this forever. If you would like to help put this into action for 2022,
please let the chair know.
Hemingford Grey Gardeners’ Society meet on the second Thursday of the month from
September to April in the Reading Room at 7.30pm. We welcome visitors at £3.
Membership is £10. The speakers at our meetings are professional gardeners and
authors on a variety of subjects.
Contact Mike Henderson: henderson_michael@sky.com

Our environment — the safety precautions we take
Thank you to all our residents who keep their roadside verges and hedges in good
order. Although there is no legal requirement to cut grass verges, there is an
obligation on residents with hedges to keep them clear of footpaths so that anyone,
particularly children and those with mobility aids, can move around the village safely.
We are reviewing the responsibilities for publicly maintained highways and
footpaths, which are split between county, district and parish-funded teams. The
effects of ‘austerity’ have been obvious on the county and district maintenance
regimes. The parish has continued to fund its own contracted grass-cutting, hedgetrimming and tree maintenance programme.
We would welcome any volunteers to cover specific roads and to alert the parish —
or HDC and CCC (via relevant websites) — to issues with roads, pavements, footpaths
and lights. Please email the Clerk if you can help.
All of the PC’s 1960s aluminium light columns are now being replaced plus a new
column has been installed in Manor Road to fill a dark patch. The LED lanterns are
gradually being connected over the autumn, with the final connections in St Ives
Road during half-term to avoid school traffic. We are already saving on energy costs.
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Residents always remind us to ensure dog walkers clear up waste from their pets.
Please be aware of this obligation to keep our paths and grass verges clear.
The third attempt by police to monitor traffic in Hemingford Road showed average
speeds of 33 and 34 mph during the first week of August. It also showed that there
was 30% more eastbound traffic than westbound each weekday. This demonstrates
the ‘rat-running’ effect of the A14 holdups for traffic heading into St Ives. Our own
speed sign should be installed soon but the wrong version was delivered and has
been returned.

Will Hemingford Abbots golf course become a recycling plant?
The latest news is that the separate golf driving range is being bought, and the
bungalow at the site is likely to be used for accommodation. The Hemingfords’ Action
Group leisure survey, which was circulated to all households about alternative uses
to that of a waste management site, is being analysed to support the case for
Hemingford golf course being granted the status of a community asset.
We are mindful that this problem is not going away. Despite rumours of new housing
at the site, we know that no such plans will be considered by the district council until
2030! And Mick George Limited has told us it is determined to press ahead with its
application for a recycling plant.
Please look out for and respond to the new draft waste and minerals plan. It is
scheduled to be incorporated into the proposed submission local plan for
consultation in November/December this year. We will keep you informed.
Contact Iain Muspratt: Iain.Muspratt@hemingfordsactiongroup.co.uk

HEMALL — Hemingfords’ adult lifelong learning
A new Hemingford Adult Lifelong Learning group — HEMALL — has been set up in
conjunction with the Reading Room to provide a series of classes. It was no longer
viable after 30 years to belong to the WEA (Workers’ Educational Association).
Monday afternoons, commencing 16 September, 2–3.30pm with tea/coffee from
1.45pm. Colonial and Revolutionary America, an exploration of the changing
structure of North America from the arrival of the first British settlers to the moment
they rebelled against their homeland. Tutor Dr Ian Chambers. The 10-week fee is £55.
Wednesday mornings, commencing 11 September, 10–11.30am with tea/coffee from
9.45am. In the Eye of the Beholder, an opportunity to look at examples of beauty from
a variety of sources and consider how the idea of beauty has changed over the
centuries. Tutor Ges Hartley. The 10-week fee is £55.
If you are interested in joining, as classes have already started, contact Sarah Power,
01480 463825, email s.power111@btinternet.com for further information.
8

Free lessons for juniors at Hemingford Bowls Club
The club would like to promote the sport of lawn bowls by offering an invitation to all
10-16-year-olds to attend coaching sessions to build up their knowledge, enjoyment
and ability to a competitive level. Coaching and practice sessions last one hour and
there is no charge. The only kit you need is a pair of flat-soled shoes or trainers.
All equipment is provided and members will be on hand throughout the sessions.
We hope to form a junior section within the club and to join other clubs in
Huntingdonshire with their own junior sections. We look forward to welcoming new
recruits to take part in this exciting sport.
Contact Tony Aston: 01480 462135 or 07739 391424

Hemingford village market has plenty of crafty choice
Our local crafters of art and food sell their wares
every second Saturday of the month from 10am to
2pm. You’ll find different vendors each month, so
make sure you buy that perfect gift when you see it,
as it may not be there for another couple of months.
It’s held in the Parish Centre on the High Street.
Our next market is on 12 October, and then 9
November from 10am-2pm. Members of the parish
council will also be available for you to chat to
about local issues.

Learn basket weaving and revive a local craft
Hemingford Grey was once home to a large willow-growing and basket-making
business. John Harrison made baskets for farmers, the Post Office and many others.
The business closed in the 1960s when plastic became cheaper and demand for
baskets declined. Now we are using fewer plastic products, it's time to revive this
traditional craft. Our two-day workshop teaches you how to make a basket, which
you also get to take home.
Willow Basket workshop — Wednesday 30 & Thursday 31 October 10am - 4pm
To book this or other courses, including floristry, book-binding and well-being, go to
www.thelodgeflowerandcraft.co.uk or call Maria Needham on 01480 381457
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Events at the Manor House

If you’ve never visited the Manor House, you’re in for a time-travelling treat. Its
events calendar offers atmospheric story-telling to enthral and entrance you. It was
the home of author Lucy Boston, and is the perfect setting to hear stories from
bygone days. All events take place in the 900-year old Music Room.
Friday 1 November Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm
Martin Prest presents Dracula Part 1, Jonathan
Harker's Journal
Friday 13 and Saturday 14 December
Doors open at 7.30pm for 8pm
Robert Lloyd Parry presents Ghost Stories by M R
James told by candlelight
Dead Men's Eyes: A View from a Hill and The
Treasure of Abbot Thomas
Sunday 15 December O Whistle and I'll Come to You
and The Ash Tree
Thursday 19 and Friday 20 — Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm
Martin Prest presents A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens told by candlelight
And Friday 27 December 2019 Doors open at 3.30pm for 4pm
Tickets for all performances £17.50
For bookings call The Manor: 01480 463134 or email diana_boston@hotmail.com

School report
Hemingford Grey school has enjoyed a busy and sun-filled start to the school year. At
the end of the summer term our house teams had a cheerful sports day with support
from parents, carers and wider family members. Our sale of ice creams at the end of
the afternoon proved a popular way of raising money for the school.
The school is focussing on developing reading skills this year. We welcome any
volunteers from the community who could give some time to read with the children
in school. If anyone is interested, they can contact the school office on 01480 375040.
We are looking forward to coffee mornings with parents and carers to raise extra
funding for books. We will all enjoy the cake!

St James’ Church autumn highlights
Sunday 6 October 1-3pm — Families growing in the Gospel together
Everyone is welcome at the parish centre for lunch at 1pm followed by a seminar
2-3pm. Please let Ben Pearson or Rachel Winton know if you are planning on coming
for catering purposes. There is a crèche and entertainment.
Saturday evening 7 December — The BIG quiz at Hemingford Abbots village hall
For more information, call the Parish Centre on 01480 467250
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Planning committee matters
The Parish Council has no direct planning powers but is consulted by, and can make recommendations
to, Huntingdonshire District Council. It is HDC’s responsibility to inform neighbours of planning
applications, but the Parish Council normally sends councillors to look at the property concerned and
call on neighbours to ensure they are aware. Residents are urged to make their own comments on the
HDC web site.

Outcomes of recent planning applications
HDC ref

Description

PC Rec

HDC Dec

18/00824/PMBPA
18/00919/S73
18/02312/FUL
19/00087/LBC
18/02726/FUL
19/80044/COND
19/80059/COND
19/80060/COND
19/80061/COND
19/00448/FUL
19/00455/HHFUL
19/00434/HHFUL
19/00533/HHFUL
19/00278/FUL
19/00345/HHFUL
19/00833/HHFUL
19/01006/HHFUL
19/00903/HHFUL
19/01168/FUL
19/01146/HHFUL
19/01156/FUL
19/01041/HHFUL
19/01249/HHFUL
19/01331/HHFUL
19/01335/LBC
19/00961/HHFUL
19/01490/HHFUL
19/01614/HHFUL
19/01561/FUL
19/01234/S106

Long Lane Fm - Change of use - agric. building to C3 dwellinghouse

Request full PA
Object
Refusal
Noted
Commented
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Commented
Approval
Approval
Refusal
Commented
Approval
Approval
Approval
Approval
Refusal
Approval
Approval
Approval
Refusal
Approval
No comment
Approval
Approval
Approval
Refusal
Commented

Unknown
In progress
Refused
Approved
In progress
In progress
Discharged
Discharged
Discharged
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
In progress
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved

Lake Ashmore- Variation in relation to 13/00002/FUL
Bldng Mere Way - (18/00780/PMBPA) – new dwelling & access
4 Limes Court- installation new boiler & flue
Former car showroom, London Rd, residential development ( 62)
15 Langley Way- conditional info- materials
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of conditions
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of conditions
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of conditions
12 Priors Rd- demolition garage, new dwelling (18/02130/FUL)
55A Hemingford Rd - reroofing of existing extension & new doors
1 Burlington Way- single storey side & rear extnsn, dormer wind
6 Pound Road-single storey rear extension, attic conversion
The How, Houghton Rd, St Ives- various developments within site
17 St Ives Rd- garage conversion and ground floor extensions
14 Pound Rd- single storey extension to front of house
28 Manor Rd-rear extensions, garage conversion etc
5 Mill Close-replace concrete cladding with Marley Eternit cladng
Lake Ashmore- amendments to application allowed at appeal
10 Priors Rd- demolition of garage & porch, extensions & garage
16 The Thorpe-demolition of house & erection of new house
37 Weir Rd-proposed rear extension and relocation of front door
16 Weir Rd-extensions; snug and double garden
Corner Cottage, Manor Rd- garden/utility room extension
Corner Cottage, Manor Rd-listed building see above
5 Marsh Lane - 1.5 side extension
42 Marsh Lane- 1st floor extension over garage
5 The Thorpe - 2 storey rear extension replaces single storey ext
Building on Mere Way - residential conversion and extension
Yes, London Rd- variation to S106 agreement-mortgage

Approved
Approved
Approved

Approved

The parish council has received no further information from Tarmac concerning its plans to extract
gravel from the Marsh Lane site. However the recent consultation report on the Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Local Plan contained a map showing the sites for mineral
extraction and waste management with the Marsh Lane showing up as one. The parish council
believed it was an error and so raised the matter with CCC. An email was received acknowledging
that an error had been made and that the site was allocated for mineral extraction with restoration
to a landscaped lake. The planning committee also made a formal submission as part of the
consultation procedure.
Please contact Anne Meredith if you have any queries about village planning issues.
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Hemingford Grey
Parish Council
Derek Clifton, Kim Loader and Janet Brasnell have resigned
from the council. We would like to thank them for their time
and contribution to the parish. We also welcome Edward Byam-Cook who joined at
the July council meeting. If anyone would like to fill the remaining three vacancies
please contact the parish clerk. All our meetings are held in the Reading Room on the
High Street. Dates for 2019’s autumn meetings are listed below.
Planning committee
Main parish council

7pm
7.30pm

14 October / 11 November
14 October / 11 November

Our agendas and minutes are posted on village notice boards, at the village store as
well as on the website. Information is also available on our social media pages.
Website
www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook
www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter
www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
Parish councillors
Richard Allen (Chair)
Edward Byam-Cook
Doug Dew
Riva Elliott
Janice Flint
Sarah Jakes
Anne Meredith
Tim Puttick
Mark Sheridan
Robin Waters (Vice-chair)

Maristowe, London Road
The Old Bakehouse, 40 High Street
4 Weir Road
38 Church Street
30 Marsh Lane
Meadow View, 99 London Road
18 De Vere Close
3 Skylark Place
1 Burlington Way
18 Hemingford Road

494783
464167
469814
494142
07816 438765
466813
465774
509481
07885 277698
07833 901680

All our councillors can now be emailed using the following format
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr
A:
30 West Drive, Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
T:
01954 210241 E: parishclerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor: Riva Elliott
Sub-editor: Janice Flint
Webmaster: Kim Loader
The next edition of the Newsletter will be out in December 2019
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