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Alan Titchmarsh
His link with Hemingford Grey
Plus: How YOU can help in the community
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Notes from the Chair
This is the first newsletter of the new council year and the one where we can look
forward to a fun-filled summer of village events including the Hemingfords’ Summer
Festival, the village sports day, and the Regatta. Let’s hope that this year’s weather is
as glorious as last year’s!
This issue of the newsletter is based around the themes of gardening, history and the
arts. The gardening skills of the village are well known to the visitors to our Flower
Festivals (this year’s being held in Hemingford Abbots), but we were astounded to
discover our links to the UK’s most famous gardener, Alan Titchmarsh MBE
broadcaster, poet and novelist.
I am delighted to once again have been voted chairman of the parish council.
However, the council’s strength is in the depth of experience, skills and commitment
of all councillors and other members of the public who are involved in our activities.
I’d like to thank them for their continued support.
That said, our council should have 13 councillors to represent you to make decisions
on village maintenance, waste bins, street lights, allotments, play areas, benches and
to influence planning decisions. We currently have a vacancy, so PLEASE consider
putting yourself forward, or contact me if you’d like to find out more. The reward is
knowing that you will be helping to influence the look and feel of our parish.
I’ve been made aware that in recent months, two people have been accidently
knocked down by dogs running on Daintree Green. As we move into summer, it is
likely that even more of us will be making use of this area and the other facilities we
have available to us throughout the village. Therefore, I would just ask that anyone
using them is considerate to others who are also enjoying them.
The revised bus timetable to include Morrisons is due out by 8 July. We will circulate
this information as soon as it is available.
I hope you find articles in this newsletter both informative and helpful. If you have
any suggestions on what you’d like us to cover in future editions, please let us know.
I wish you all a great summer.
Cllr Richard Allen – Chair, Hemingford Grey Parish Council
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Alan Titchmarsh’s family link with our village
This year’s cemetery inspection has led to a thrilling discovery. Alan Titchmarsh’s
grandfather came from this parish and he has relatives buried in the graveyard! Our
picture below shows an overgrown family plot with a headstone buried beneath a
tangle of holly trees and untended shrubs. It was impossible to read the engraving,
and we needed to ask the family’s permission to tidy up the plot.
Research in parish records revealed it belonged to Charlotte Titchmarsh. Thanks to
Derek Clifton, a councillor for over 50 years, we made the link to Alan Titchmarsh.
We contacted him and Alan’s swift response was a request to find out who lay there.
We also offered to clear the overgrown plot, and he was very pleased to take up our
offer. He knew that his grandfather came from Hemingford Grey but, having been
brought up in Yorkshire, Alan has (so far) never visited our village.
Further research found that some of his family lived in Church Street and others in
The Thorpe. Records reveal the strong gardening gene in the Titchmarsh family —
they were land workers and gardeners! Once the plot was cleared, we sent Alan
pictures of the headstone for Charlotte and Tom, who lived to ripe old ages of 83 and
91. We believe this to be his great grand-aunt and uncle. With our gardening heritage
of flower festivals, it’s a bonus to discover our proud connection to one of the UK’s
most famous gardeners.

Alan Titchmarsh’s family’tree’

Revealed — the Titchmarsh memorial stone

Thanks to Alan Titchmarsh for providing the colourful cover picture .
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David Shepherd Foundation selects local artist
Fran Williams is exhibiting a painting as part of the online David Shepherd Wildlife
Artist of the Year show. Fran, who lives in 2 High Street, said, “I’m thrilled to have
been accepted. My passion is wild animals and conservation. And after three years of
trying, I’ve succeeded in the recognition of my work as part of this prestigious
wildlife online exhibition.”
The Long Trek North is a mixed media painting. We’ve replicated it here in black and
white, but we urge you to upload link below to see the full colour image, which
cleverly uses blue tones to evoke the movement of animals trekking north.
You can enjoy this online exhibition for the next eight weeks. The web link explains
how the artworks on this exclusive site are pieces that the judges were unable to fit
into the main London exhibition (now over) but still showed incredible technique
and skill. This year, the judges decided to offer the collection for sale, with 50% of
each sale supporting the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation to fight wildlife crime
and protect endangered species across Africa and Asia.
https://davidshepherd.org/art/wildlife-artist-year/online-exhibition

The Long Trek North by Fran Williams, for sale online at £250

Hemingford’s gardeners on Gardeners’ Question Time
Our gardeners’ society succeeded in having a question asked as part of the May 17
recording of the programme. Their members
joined a packed audience in St Ives Corn Exchange
for this Radio 4 institution. The panel of gardening
experts, whose answers are completely
unrehearsed, (they don’t have sight of the questions
beforehand), has a weekly audience of over 2
million listeners.
Prior to recording, questions are submitted by the
audience, with the best 10 being chosen for
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broadcast. Hemingford Grey gardeners’ society member Fran Williams was selected
to read her question. (She’s had a busy few weeks in the media!) She asked, “What
gardening myth would the panel like to debunk most?” to panellists Christine
Walkden, Anne Swithinbank and Bob Flowerdew. To start the ball rolling, Fran
explained her garden myth concerned compost, and how she felt life is too short to
turn a compost heap, how she has never done so, but still manages to make good
compost. The panel, after much discussion, agreed it was not essential but could do
some good if one had the time and energy to do it! This episode is available on BBC
iPlayer Radio for those who would like to hear it on catch-up.
With thanks to Annie Waters for the picture of the Gardeners’ Question Time panel

Cambridge Open Studios comes to Hemingford Grey
Art lovers have the opportunity to
view the work of five local artists
exhibiting in studios across the
village in July. Venues and dates are
shown on the flyer.
The Lodge at Hemingford Grey House
is opening its doors 11am-6pm for
visitors to see where the programme
of arts and crafts courses take place.
It is ideal for viewing the paintings on
display by artists Christine Wilson,
Carole Pollock and Fran Williams.
Anstey Garrick Green is exhibiting at
24 Victoria Terrace, Hemingford
Road. Clare Trowell will be at 41
High Street.
Admission is free and doors open
from 11am to 6pm

Refurbished Hemingford Grey Playgroup open for new recruits
This charity-run independent playgroup is situated in the school grounds. It is
Ofsted-rated as outstanding and is open to children from 2 1/ 2 to 5 years. It is open
between 8am–5.30pm. Please enquire about spaces or being part of the committee
team to manager@hemingfordgreyplaygroup.co.uk or 01480 497243.
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Gardening delights at the Hemingford Abbots Flower Festival
This summer’s events schedule is packed with things for all the family to do. You can
also enjoy the activities hosted by our neighbouring village Hemingford Abbots from
Saturday and Sunday 29-30 June. Over 20 gardens will be open from noon to 6pm. On
the Saturday, there is a concert by the Tapestry Singers at 6.30pm and festival
evensong at 6.30pm is on Sunday.
There is always a spectacular
church flower display.
And you can also visit the
exhibition of historic cars,
motorbikes and bicycles or
listen to brass bands. There
are plenty of places to take
afternoon tea as well as buy
plants and crafts from the
many stalls. Morris dancers
make a cheery appearance
and boat trips along the
River Great Ouse are a must.
Hemingford Abbots Church’s flower festival display 2017

Tickets are £8 for a day or
£13 for a weekend pass. Children under 18 are free. Parking is also free.

Will there be open gardens in Hemingford Grey in 2020?
We need a fresh new team to join the gardeners’ society committee to take the lead in
organising next year’s open gardens. We welcome new gardens and gardeners.
Contact Annie Waters annie@applemead.com for more information

Village litter pick
Twenty hardy volunteers (conditions weren’t great – it was blowing a gale) set out
from Daintree Green and the Yes Estate on a village litter-pick with hi-viz vests,
gloves, litter pickers and refuse bags. We collected 25 bags of rubbish after battling
with the elements, brambles and ditches. Their reward was well-earned cup of tea or
coffee at the Garden Room Café. The parish council would like to thank all those who
volunteered. If you would like to get involved in the next litter pick later in the year,
please let us know.
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Neighbourhood Plan moves a step nearer
Daintree Green and its allotments are now registered as community assets. We also
have outstanding applications for Marsh Lane’s fishing lake and The Cock pub. The
neighbourhood plan task group (NPTG) has been busy adding these facilities to
Huntingdon District Council’s (HDC) register of Assets of Community Value, which
already includes our village shop, Hemingford Stores. This means that any sale of
these registered assets is open to offers from the local community.
Cambridgeshire ACRE’s survey suggested we could justify building 12 affordable
houses, from small flats to larger homes, in the parish. May’s PC meeting endorsed
these conclusions. As a result, Cambs ACRE and parish councillors will review
potential sites for a small development, working alongside landowners to
incorporate this into a Neighbourhood Plan. Housing associations will consider sites
requiring change of use, as well as greenfield developments. Anyone with suitable
sites potentially available should contact the parish clerk.
Any development within the parish must conform to HDC’s local plan, which was
finalised in May. However, we have to bear in mind that any significant development
falls within the Environment Agency flood zones 2 and 3. They take no account of our
flood defences. HDC’s planning department has indicated it will discuss the
implications of the final plan with us soon. The so-called ‘sequential test’ might be
applicable because it could override the flood zone limitations in special cases such
as affordable housing.
This is why the PC considers it imperative to create a Neighbourhood Plan. The
sequential test would override the local plan’s apparent preference for zero
development within the parish. The task group will consider whether to go for a full
Neighbourhood Plan, an updated Village Plan or a more ad-hoc solution at its next
meeting. The parish council will be consulting residents on their views of the need for
a plan and what it should cover – transport, parking, leisure facilities.
The task group meets on the third Thursday of every month (except August and
December) at the Hemingford Pavilion in the Chris Page Room. All residents are
welcome to attend the meetings, which start at 7pm – confirm dates by contacting:
Councillors Anne Meredith and Robin Waters

New head teacher joins Hemingford Grey Primary school
We welcome Kirsten Marriott as the new head teacher of the village school. She
joined earlier this year and has set about developing the school’s 6 Rs:
resourcefulness, risk-taking, reflectiveness, resilience, respect and relationships.
Anyone visiting this school will immediately by impressed by the pupils’ politeness
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and how their motto forms part of how they approach school life: ‘together everyone
achieves more’ or TEAM for short.
The new deputy head, Danielle Jones, joined this term to help boost the use of
technology and knowledge of nature. Kirsten says, ‘The vision and ethos of the school
is what drew me to the headship, and is something I will strive to maintain. Outside
learning is one of the school’s strengths, and it’s refreshing to see children learning
new skills and developing their knowledge of nature.’ We look forward to hearing
more about the pupils’ achievements over the next few months.

Hemingford Hub launches Good Neighbour Scheme
You can become more involved in community life through Hemingford Hub. Its Good
Neighbour Scheme aims at giving you and your neighbours the opportunity to reach
out, make new friends and explore new interests. The Hub helps with the little things
that mean so much to those stuck at home more than they’d like, doing a little
shopping, collecting prescriptions or enjoying a friendly chat over a cuppa.
To put people’s minds at rest, all volunteers will be DBS-checked and safeguardingtrained. We are busy raising funds to pay for this training and the administration
costs incurred in setting up a new community enterprise.
If you have a couple of spare hours a week and you’re interested in becoming a
befriender volunteer — or if you would like someone to befriend you — we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Please contact: Linda Dampney, Riva Elliott, Christine
Batter or Edward Byam-Cook on 01480 494142.

Hemingford Abbots golf course and leisure survey
A meeting was held with Mick George and son to find out what intentions Mick
George Ltd (MGL) has for the golf course site. Representatives from the Hemingfords
Action Group came away with the view that a planning application for a waste
management site was still pending. However, Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC)
has yet to list this as a potential waste site for the region.
In the meantime, a questionnaire has been circulated to all residents of Hemingford
Grey and Hemingford Abbots. It focuses on leisure activities. If you want to help stop
the waste site, you need to fill in this form with your own comments (they do not
have to be sporting activities) about what you would like the site to become in terms
of leisure space. Hemingford Abbots parish council can then justify listing this as a
community asset for the whole Hemingford community. Spare copies of the form can
be found at Hemingford Stores on the window shelf. Please leave completed forms in
the box. They are also looking for a new PR volunteer for the action group.
Contact: Iain.Muspratt@hemingfordsactiongroup.co.uk for more information.
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Room at the Reading Room
The Reading Room has spare capacity on some weekdays and weekends if you’d like
to book it. It is ideal for regular monthly meetings or one-off events. This room can
accommodate up to 65 people. It is also used for a variety of clubs, societies and
classes. The well-equipped kitchen makes it an ideal venue for parties and coffee
mornings. It is a non-profit making charity offering favourable rates of hire. A
discount is applied for village residents and for groups who meet frequently.
For further enquiries please contact Christine via email readingroomhg@yahoo.com
or telephone 01480 463283.

What’s on this summer?
The Cock beer festival weekend —17-19 August
For a full programme of summer events at The Cock go to its Facebook page.

Hemingfords’ Regatta practice starts soon
Practice will start on Monday 17 June and takes place on weekdays preceding
Regatta Day on Saturday 13 July. Practice evenings operate on a first-come, firstserved basis and are held on the river beside the path at the end of High Street. Week
1 (17– 21 June) is for children and adult beginners only. During week 2 (24- 28 June
6.30-7.45pm is for U14s only and from 7.45-9pm adults and 14-16 year olds have
priority. Practice in the final two weeks (31 June-5 July and 8-11 July) is for race
entrants only. There is always a demand for coxes, particularly on regatta day, so
children who might not want to row can become involved by learning to cox.
More information is available at www.hemingfordsregatta.org.uk,
www.facebook.com/HemingfordsRegatta/, and will also be in the Regatta newsletter
delivered to all households in the Hemingfords. As in previous years, the fun won’t
stop when the races finish. Food and music will continue on the Regatta Field into the
evening. Let’s hope for good weather and a great day of fun for all competitors and
spectators.

Hemingford village market keeps on growing
Each month the market rotates and introduces new and popular vendors with a wide
variety of seasonal gifts, artworks and foods. It’s held in the Parish Centre on the
High Street .
Our next market is on Saturday 8 June from 9am-1pm, and then after the summer
break on 14 September at the new time of 10am-2pm. Members of the parish council
will also be available for you to chat to them about local issues.
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Summer Festival and Village Sports Day at the Pavilion
We will be showing the Nations League semi-final between Holland and England on
Thursday 6 June and the final on Sunday 9 June in the pavilion.
A must for the annual family diary is our Summer Festival held on Saturday 6 July.
We will have a mix of live music, fresh local food — including a hog roast, family films
in the pavilion, stalls, fun and games as well as a pop-up Gin and Prosecco bar.
The Village Sports Day is on Sunday 7 July with the return of traditional races and
events. See the posters and fliers around the village for more details.

Explore your creative side by learning a new craft
It’s always worth keeping an eye on the courses coming up in the The Lodge Flower
and Craft School, held in the grounds of Hemingford Grey House. If you’ve admired
those wickerwork animals ‘grazing’ on the roundabout near Morrisons, then you too
could make something like that for your garden. It takes just two days, and you really
can create a life-size stag or sheep in that time! For more information go to:
www.thelodgeflowerandcraft.co.uk or contact Maria Needham on 01480 381457

Hemlocs 2019 summer outings
Tuesday 11 June — A guided tour of three Cambridge churches
Tuesday 16 July — A guided tour of the Littleport riots
Tuesday 13 August — A guided tour and lunch around Denny Abbey
To book contact info@hemlocs.co.uk - Ian Ray on 301532 or Karen Partridge on 494692.

St James’ Church summer programme
Sunday 14 July at 10am — Watermen’s service, held in the churchyard to mark the
end of the Regatta weekend
Join in youth activities: 7-11 year olds enjoy a fun-packed Thursday from 6-7.30pm in
the Parish Centre on the High Street
Enjoy a themed Friday night Youth Café at the Parish Centre for 11-18 year olds
Or come along to a riverside BBQ on 28 June or 26 July
Details about this and other events from www.churchbytheriver.org.uk
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Planning committee matters
The Parish Council has no direct planning powers but is consulted by, and can make recommendations to,
Huntingdonshire District Council. It is HDC’s responsibility to inform neighbours of planning applications, but
the Parish Council normally sends councillors to look at the property concerned and call on neighbours to
ensure they are aware. Residents are urged to make their own comments on the HDC web site.

Outcomes of recent planning applications
HDC reference

Description

PC Recomms

HDC Decs

17/02325/FUL

Land at golf course, St Ives – Partial re-plan of approved
development
Long Lane Fm – Change of use from agric. building to C3
dwellinghouse etc
Lake Ashmore- Variation in relation to
13/00002/FUL
Hawkwood,12 Madeley Court-demolition of garage
and erection of extensions
Building on Mere Way- (ref 18/00780/PMBPA) – new
dwelling and access
33 St Ives Road- side and rear extensions
15 Langley Way-demolition of garage and erection of
single storey extensions
5 Marsh Lane- demolition of dwelling and erection of
new dwelling
5 Gore Tree Road- single storey extension and
extension to garage
16 Burlington Way- single storey rear extension
4 Limes Court- installation of new boiler and flue
5 Marsh Lane- superseded 18/01035/HHFUL
Former car showroom, London Rd, St Ives, residential
development ( 62)
15 Langley Way- conditional information- materials
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of
conditions
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of
conditions
Yes, London Rd, St Ives- confirmation of discharge of
conditions
12 Priors Rd- demolition of garage, new dwelling (var
of 18/02130/FUL)
55A Hemingford Rd, St Ives- reroofing of existing
extension and new doors
1 Burlington Way- single storey side and rear
extension, dormer window
6 Pound Road-single storey rear extension, attic
conversion
The How, Houghton Rd, St Ives- various developments
within the site

Refusal

Approved

Request full PA

Unknown

Object

In progress

Approval

Approved

Refusal

In progress

Approval
Refusal

Approved
Approved

Refusal

Approved

Approval

Approved

Approval
Noted
Noted
Commented

Approved
In progress
Approved
In progress

Noted
Noted

In progress
In progress

Noted

In progress

Noted

In progress

Commented

In progress

Approval

In progress

Approval

In progress

Refusal

In progress

Comment

In progress

18/00824/PMBPA
18/00919/S73
18/01906/HHFUL
18/02312/FUL
18/02486/HHFUL
18/02639/HHFUL
19/00024/FUL
18/02622/HHFUL
19/00100/HHFUL
19/00087/LBC
19/00024/FUL
18/02726/FUL
19/80044/COND
19/80059/COND
19/80060/COND
19/80061/COND
19/00448/FUL
19/00455/HHFUL
19/00434/HHFUL
19/00533/HHFUL
19/00278/FUL

The parish council has received no further information from Tarmac concerning its plans to extract gravel
from the Marsh Lane site. However the recent consultation report on the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Minerals and Waste Local Plan contained a map showing the sites for mineral extraction and waste
management with the Marsh Lane showing up as one. The parish council believed it was an error and so
raised the matter with CCC. An email was received acknowledging that an error had been made and that the
site was allocated for mineral extraction with restoration to a landscaped lake. The planning committee also
made a formal submission as part of the consultation procedure.

Please contact Anne Meredith if you have any queries about village planning issues.
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Hemingford Grey
Parish Council
Mark Burke and Leanne Elmstrom have resigned from the
council. We would like to thank them for their time and
contribution to the parish. We also welcome Mark Sheridan who joined at the May
council meeting. If anyone would like to fill the remaining vacancy please contact the
parish clerk. All our meetings are held in the Reading Room on the High Street. Dates
for 2019’s summer meetings are listed below.
Planning committee
Main parish council

7pm
7.30pm

10 June / 8 July
10 June / 8 July

Our agendas and minutes are posted on village notice boards, at the village store as
well as on the website. Information is also available on our social media pages.
Website
www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter
www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
Parish councillors
Richard Allen (Chair)
Janet Brasnell
Derek Clifton
Doug Dew
Riva Elliott
Janice Flint
Sarah Jakes
Kim Loader
Anne Meredith
Tim Puttick
Mark Sheridan
Robin Waters (Vice-chair)

Maristowe, London Road
1a Pound Road
Dockseys Farm
4 Weir Road
38 Church Street
30 Marsh Lane
Meadow View, 99 London Road
1 Langley Way
18 De Vere Close
3 Skylark Place
1 Burlington Way
18 Hemingford Road

494783
492033
463365
469814
494142
07816 438765
466813
466688
465774
509481
07885 277698
07833 901680

All our councillors can now be emailed using the following format
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr
A:
30 West Drive, Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
T:
01954 210241
E:
parishclerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor: Riva Elliott
Sub-editor: Janice Flint
Webmaster: Kim Loader
The next edition of the Newsletter will be out in September 2019
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