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Will we have a white Christmas? — St James’ churchyard bathed in snow

This issue celebrates the contributions made by Hemingford parishioners over the past
year or more to enhance our community. It could be reviving our Neighbourhood Watch
network to bring a significant reduction in crime; serving 13 years as the head of our
school; setting up an exhibition and poppy displays to commemorate the centenary
Armistice of WW1. Please let us know if you have a local hero you’d like to nominate.
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Notes from the Chair
Like many other villagers, I attended the service of Remembrance held at St. James’ and
the Hemingford Grey Cemetery. It was truly humbling to lay a wreath at the Lychgate on
behalf of the parish council. While the centenary of Armistice Day made this year’s service
particularly poignant, the parish council plans to work with all those involved to build on
this in the years to come.
Later that day, my family and I visited the excellent exhibition organised by
the Hemingford Grey WI in the Reading Rooms and followed the poppy trail to look at the
various installations. It never ceases to amaze me the level of effort that members of our
parish will go to and I would like to thank all those involved. It is therefore fitting that in
this issue of the parish newsletter, we celebrate others who have made valuable
contributions to our village in recent years.
As we head towards the shortest day, many of us start and finish our daily activities while
it’s still dark. With this in mind, I’m delighted to let you know that the parish council
recently agreed to pull forward its street light improvement plan. This will see 29 pillars
(some over 50 years old) and 86 lanterns replaced by the end of next year.
At the completion of the project, all those street lights owned by the parish will
be consistent, effective and efficient and will provide the added advantages of improved
safety and security.
We are working with parishioners living on the Yes Estate on another project. Having
recently undertaken a survey, a small working group of councillors and residents are
developing plans to improve the existing play area and make it in to a sociable and safe
community space for all.
Finally, just a reminder that at 5.30pm on Saturday 8 December, the ever-popular village
carol concert will be held on Vicarage Fields. As in previous years, Somersham Town Band
will be there to lead singing and there will be plenty of tasty mince pies and mulled wine
available to help you usher in the festive season. I look forward to seeing you there.
I end by offering you all, on behalf of Hemingford Grey Parish Council, a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Cllr. Richard Allen - Chairman, Hemingford Grey Parish Council
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The woman who keeps Hemingford safe
Resident Esther Harrod has received a
Commendation from the
Cambridgeshire Constabulary at an
annual ceremony. She was nominated
by Sgt Street of St Ives Police for her
voluntary Neighbourhood Watch
(NHW) work. In part the citation
reads: “In the Hemingfords, burglaries
have fallen by 47.8% in comparison to
the previous year. Esther Harrod took
over the role of NHW village coordinator in 2015. She immediately
Esther Harrod receives her commendation from Sgt Street

began to have a positive effect on the area. Hemingford Grey had, for some time, been
suffering from more than its fair share of burglaries and there was a lot of fear and
apprehension in the village. Esther was very proactive in her efforts to re-energise the
existing NHW in the village and very soon had recruited a large number of new street coordinators. She continued to get messages and information out and the increase in the
flow of information to the police was substantial. It was a very effective demonstration of
target hardening.
“The results of the work that has been done are astounding. Crime rates, in particular
burglaries in Hemingford Grey, have fallen significantly. This was during a time of rising
crimes and where burglary is a force priority. As a result of this the community feels a lot
safer in their homes and confidence in the police has risen. There is no doubt that these
encouraging figures are a result of all the work that we have done together, the police and
the residents, but in particular Esther. None of this would have been possible without
hard work and enthusiasm. This will change things for the better”.
Esther says: “I was particularly happy to hear how much our burglary rate has dropped in
the village since we all started taking Neighbourhood Watch seriously. Between October
2014 and March 2015, Hemingford Grey had 14 burglaries. It was at this point I decided
to re-launch the defunct NHW scheme in the village in Oct 2015. The results of this action
and with the help of vigilant residents our burglary crime figures have plummeted in
2017.”
If you see anything suspicious post your observations on Facebook or call the police on
101. If you are not a member of the NHW scheme, go to www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk
and Hemingford Grey to find your street scheme.
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Swans slaughtered on river bank
Residents, especially those walking dogs, are asked to contact the police after several
swans have been killed by the river, apparently by an organised gang for food. The birds
have been found with their wings and breasts cut off, clearly not the work of foxes, their
only natural predator. Three weeks ago the remains of a swan was found in suspicious
circumstances. And now this has occurred with another bird. Guy Shorrock, a senior
investigations officer with the RSPB says, “Swans are fully protected under the law, and
offenders can potentially face up to six months in jail. We urge anybody with information
to contact the police on 101.” NHW has been informed, and the police incident number is
CC-23/11/2018-0204.

Villagers make us proud of our history

One of the poignant Armistice Day displays

The commemoration ceremony, Hemingford cemetery

The parish council would like to thank our Women’s Institute for the magnificent poppy
sculptures around the village and Hemlocs for the fascinating history displays at the
Reading Rooms. In particular, we want to thank Maria Needham for her tireless
contribution to the day and for initiating the successful village market.

Family tea-time at the Reading Rooms exhibition

WW1 songs performed by the Music Hall Society
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School report — A farewell from Headmistress Kate Fox
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our retiring headmistress, Kate Fox. She is one of our
village stalwarts, guiding children through their first educational experiences. We wish
Kate every success as she moves on to her next phase of life, leaving our school in great
shape for the future.
She says: “Unbelievably, I am now coming to the end of 13 years at Hemingford Grey
Primary School. Over this time, the school has undergone many changes and I have been
privileged to work with an exceptional team of staff across the whole school, as well as
committed governors and highly supportive parents.
“Of course, the main stars of the show are the pupils, who are so delightful to work with
and who over the years have never ceased to amaze me with their determination to
succeed. I’ve always admired the efforts they make in all aspects of school life and the joy
and laughter they bring to the school on a daily basis.
“I have loved my time at the school and will take with me so many wonderful memories. I
know that I will be leaving it in the capable hands of a superb staff and governor team
under the leadership of the new head teacher, Kirsten Marriott, from 3 January 2019.
“Huge thanks to all those who have supported the school during my tenure.”

Village market — only on our High Street!
The village Christmas Fayre is your opportunity to buy exquisite gifts of local crafts, art
and foods. The next market, on Saturday 8 December from 9-4pm, extends from the
Parish Centre into the Reading Rooms with more than 20 stalls. Bring the family to meet
Father Christmas and enjoy nativity story-time, carol singers and Christmas
music throughout the day. Book online for your child's visit to Father Christmas and
story-time at http://www.hemingfordvillagemarket.co.uk/
The spring market is on Saturday 9 February from 9-1pm. A new stall will be Dovecote
Bakery Cambridge. You’ll find plenty of other local craft and food stalls to inspire you for
Valentine's Day. For more information or to book a stall, contact Amanda Randall on
07545909834 or via the web site www.hemingfordvillagemarket.co.uk

Grants for worthy village causes
Each year, the parish council sets aside a small sum of money for local projects that
benefit residents of the parish. To be eligible for a grant an organisation must:
• be established for charitable, benevolent, social, cultural, recreational or
philanthropic purposes;
• have a constitution, or set of rules, that define its aims, objectives and operational
procedures;
• be able to provide a copy of its latest annual accounts and be able to demonstrate
that the accounts are checked and signed by a person independent of the group.
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The parish council considers applications on an annual basis at its meeting in March and
all applications should be sent to the clerk by the second Tuesday of February. Only
application forms/letters received by these dates will be considered.

Winter beer festival at The Cock

Our national pub of the year goes from strength to strength. If you want to book a
celebration, the Christmas party menu is available from 26 November- 24 December.And
be sure to visit its Winter Beer Festival 21-22 December to sample some new brews.

Bus routes will include a stop at Morrisons

Can you help villagers who don’t drive? All homes recently received a leaflet about the
Community Car Scheme. It explains how to become a volunteer driver. If you have a
couple of spare hours a week to help residents get to the doctor, bank or shops, please
contact the Volunteer Office in St Ives on 01480 301462 on a Monday to Thursday
between 12.30 and 3pm.
In October, an officer from Cambridgeshire county council (CCC) came to St Ives town
council to talk about how it intended to spend the £200,000 contribution from Morrisons,
as a result of its planning permission, on local bus services. We were informed that our
Monday and Friday bus routes will include a stop at Morrisons. Anne Meredith asked CCC
to consider putting on an additional Wednesday bus to call at the bus station and then
Morrisons. We have not yet been informed if this will happen.
Let us know whether you would use an additional Morrisons stop. You can send an email
or visit us at the monthly village market. The Mayor for Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough will be presenting a report on public transport in November (after our
print deadline). This will enable us to plan for the future. A copy of the report will be
posted on the parish website.
Councillor Anne Meredith, convenor of the public transport task group

Gore Tree Road collapsed sewer
In October Anglian Water had to apply for
an emergency road closure for Gore Tree
Road due to a collapsed sewer near the
road’s junction with Manor Road.
Fortunately the work was completed in
record time despite huge inconvenience to
residents living off Gore Tree Road. We
recorded our thanks to the residents for
their tolerance at the parish council meeting
on 12 November and the courteous
contractors who worked seven days a week
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on the job, especially the tanker drivers who were on site 24 hours a day to remove
sewage. We understand that the sewers in the village are reaching the end of their life.
We are in touch with Anglian Water to keep us up-to-date on plans for replacing sewers to
avoid sewage problems and emergency repairs.
Councillors Anne Meredith and Robin Waters

Maintaining a pleasant village
Trees: Our tree wardens Ray and David have worked hard to ensure that the council can
comment appropriately on any tree works applications on private land. They also advise
about planting on suitable public land. It seems that we may soon lose some ash trees to
the rapidly-spreading dieback disease. However, we will plant new trees on Daintree
Green and on the YES Estate.
Lighting: Dark nights pose a safety and security issue for the village. The parish council
looks after over 100 street lamps throughout the village. Some are now over 50 years old
and less effective and energy-efficient than modern lighting. Our plan in 2019 is to replace
29 pillars and 86 lanterns across the village to improve night lighting.
Maintenance: Hedges and the rough areas around Daintree Green have been flailed this
autumn. Our main maintenance contract will shortly be out for tender. Improvements to
the roadside footpath along part of Gore Tree Road have now been ordered from the
county council.
Waste bins: Two new bins will be installed on the YES Estate when HDC transfers the
amenity land to the parish council.

Christmas recycling collection dates
Collections will continue throughout the festive period but collection days will be
changing for a few weeks. Residents can view their collection days via the online calendar
at www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins.
All properties will be receiving a hanger on their bin in early December.
Normal Collection
Monday 24 December
Tuesday 25 December
Wednesday 26 December
Thursday 27 December
Friday 28 December

Change to
Saturday 22 December
Monday 24 December
Thursday 27 December
Friday 28 December
Saturday 29 December

Monday 31 December
Tuesday 1 January
Wednesday 2 January
Thursday 3 January
Friday 4 January

Monday 31 December
Wednesday 2 January
Thursday 3 January
Friday 4 January
Saturday 5 January

A complete list of materials that can be recycled can be found at
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/whatgoesinwhichbin
Real Christmas trees can be put alongside the green bin for composting in January. If it’s
taller than the bin, please chop it down to size. The household recycling centres accept a
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range of materials and are closed from 1pm Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day
and New Year’s Day. Find out more at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Government money pledged for pothole repairs
Cambridgeshire county council’s chair of the highways and community infrastructure
committee, Councillor Mathew Shuter, said: “We’re delighted to be receiving an extra
£6.6m to tackle repairs to our roads in Cambridgeshire. We have learnt from the previous
winter and have already made changes to the way we repair the potholes so we’re ready
for this winter.
“We have a number of ways to fix potholes, including three of our own dragon patchers
that can repair up to 150 potholes a day. The public needs to help us by coming forward
and reporting them, using our online tool.”
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pothole-video-series/

Mick George update — is no news good news?
No formal planning application had been received by Cambridgeshire county council, nor
had there been any further pre-application meetings as of 12 November .
Like Hemingfords’ Action Group, MGL is probably waiting to see the new draft waste and
minerals plan from CCC, which is being published in March/April 2019 for further public
consultation. We will keep residents aware when the draft is published, and we will all
have 21 days in which to submit our responses to this.
We thank residents for their vigilance in reporting incidents with MGL lorries speeding
through the villages. All have received courteous replies and indications that action will
be taken to ensure no repetition of this. Please let us know if further incidents occur. For
further information, to offer help or to make a donation to the fighting fund, go to
www.SayNo2MickGeorge.org

Cambridgeshire launches the Stronger for Longer campaign
International Older People’s Day was launched on 1
October to encourage older people (particularly women
70-79) to take up strength and balance exercises twice a
week to reduce their risk of falling and keep them doing
the things they enjoy. Men are recommended to exercise
too! This can be done at home or by joining a class. You
don’t have to be fit. Exercise can help to gently improve
back or mobility issues. To find out about how to stay
stronger for longer, see the parish website for links to
local classes www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil/gov.uk
or go to the Be Well website
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/strongerforlonger
8
Contact helen.tunster@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
if you
would like to know more or to support the campaign.

New Year resolutions — some activities for mind and body
The updated parish website hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk now lists lots of
activities you may wish to take part in. Why not try a new sport? The pavilion hosts
outdoor sports — bowls, tennis, football and cricket; and indoors — squash, gym, loads of
fitness classes eg pilates and yoga, as well as dance classes, including strictly ballroom to
Fit at 5 for the less serious dancer! All information at www.hemingfordpavilion.com
Fancy playing badminton? Contact sue.crafer@virginmedia.com or call 01480 352709 for
how to join in on a Monday evening 7.30-9.30pm at the school.
Tony Rogers organises beavers, cubs and scouts at the pavilion. You can contact him at
1sthemingfords@cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk or call 01480 383330 for information.
Recently the cubs collected clothes, food, toiletries and bedding around part of the village
in aid of Jimmy’s, a homeless shelter in Cambridge. The response was amazing. Tony
Rogers said, ‘A representative from the charity came to thank the cubs and collect the
donations. It is no exaggeration to say he was choked when he saw what we had. We filled
his minibus!’
Hemlocs (Hemingford’s local history society) is always well attended with fascinating
local insights. Contact info@hemlocs.co.uk www.hemlocs.co.uk for their new year events.
Hemingford Grey gardeners’ society has a dedicated band of members. Don’t worry if you
can’t tell a pansy from a petunia. You’ll learn loads from the helpful team. Contact Annie
Waters on 01480 467077 annie@applemead.com

St James’ Church Christmas services
St James’ Church extends an invitation to all to attend the following Christmas services.
Christingle — Sunday 2 December, 4pm. Children’s service in aid of the Children’s Society
Songs of Christmas — Sunday 9 December, 4pm. For adults, followed by Christmas tea
Carols — Sunday 16 December, 7pm. Followed by mulled wine and mince pies
Family Communion — Sunday 23 December, 11am
Nativity — Christmas Eve, 4pm. Children’s service
Midnight Communion — Christmas Eve, 11,30pm
Christmas morning worship — Christmas Day 10am — for everyone

Village carols on Vicarage Fields
Be sure to come along on Saturday 8 December to Vicarage Fields. Carols commence at
5.30pm accompanied by Somersham Town Band. You’ll also enjoy delicious mulled wine
and mince pies.

Scout Christmas card delivery
If you’d like to have your Christmas cards delivered locally by the Scout group, please
drop them round to the Reading Room on Saturday 15 December from 9.30-1pm. Postage
is 25p per card. John Moore of 6 Green Close, tel 464266 has offered to be another point of
contact if you can’t get to the Reading Room.
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Looking for a new cemetery in Hemingford Grey
The parish council is searching for a new cemetery plot, as Pound Road will be fully
committed in the next three to four years. A letter has been sent by the neighbourhood
planning task group, on behalf of the parish council, to all local landowners asking if they
can identify a two-acre piece of land to accommodate a cemetery and parking. Once
located, the task group will work with St James’ Church to take the project forward.

Neighbourhood Plan task group
The task group, consisting of councillors and local residents, is weighing up the evidence
on whether to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan. This plan enables communities to take
the lead in developing our area over the next 30 years.
So far the parish council has:
• Registered the whole parish as a Neighbourhood Plan area
• Jointly (with Hemingford Abbots) commissioned a housing needs survey to
establish the local demand for affordable and market housing
• Applied to register the Village Stores and The Cock as Assets of Community Value,
with Marsh Lane lakes and Daintree Green to follow
• Written to local landowners regarding the need for a new cemetery
Future meeting date is 23 January 2019 from 7.15- 9pm in the Chris Page Room at the
Pavilion. Everyone is welcome to attend.
The task group membership currently comprises Councillors Waters, Meredith, Brasnell,
Burke, Puttick, and Jakes and residents Peter Quest, Mark Winstanley and Edward ByamCook. If you are interested in getting involved contact Councillors Meredith or Waters or
call in at the village market where the parish council usually has a stand.

How you could save a life

If you are interested in going on a course run by the East Anglian Air Ambulance service,
please let Councillor Riva Elliott know. We would like to arrange for a group of up to 20
residents to learn this life-saving skill. It is free.

Hemingford Hub working with AgeUK’s visiting service for older people
This service provides extra support for over 65s going through a difficult period — such
as bereavement, ill health, financial worries, housing concerns or negotiating complex
statutory situations. It works with individuals to plan ahead and connect them to the right
people. The aim is to help people gain self-confidence and self-reliance, and take away
some of the stress around life-changing events. Advice is wide-ranging and offered via
phone calls or home visits. AgeUK will also arrange a visit from its staff and volunteers to
Hemingford through Hemingford Hub.
If you or someone you know in the village would like to find out more about this support
service, contact Rebecca Gray for a leaflet and referral form. Her contact details in
Chatteris are: Rebecca.Gray@ageukcap.org.uk or call 01354 776110. Your Hemingford
Hub contact is Riva Elliott on 01480 494142.
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Planning committee matters
The Parish Council has no direct planning powers but is consulted by, and can make recommendations to,
Huntingdonshire District Council. It is HDC’s responsibility to inform neighbours of planning applications, but the
Parish Council normally sends councillors to look at the property concerned and call on neighbours to ensure they are
aware. Residents are urged to make their own comments on the HDC web site.

Outcomes of recent planning applications
HDC ref

Description

PC Rec

HDC Dec

17/01524/CLED

Weir House, St Ives Rd - Storage of cider and
perry in garden polytunnels

Queried new
area

In progress

17/01252/CLED

Weir House, St Ives Rd - Production and
wholesale sale of cider and perry.

Confirmed for
10yrs

In progress

17/02325/FUL

Land at golf course, St Ives – Partial re-plan of
approved development

Refusal

In progress

18/00824/PMBPA

Long Lane Fm – Change of use from agric.
building to C3 dwellinghouse etc

Request full PA

In progress

18/00919/S73

Lake Ashmore- Variation in relation to
13/00002/FUL

Object

In progress

18/80055/COND

Lake Ashmore- environmental conditions in
relation to 13/000002/FUL

18/00937/HHFUL

99 London Rd- alterations to dormer
windows/change of use

Approval

Approved

18/00542/OUT

11 Sadlers Way- Land adjacent, construction of
dwelling

Refusal

Refused

18/01448/HHFUL

12 Limes Park- Replacement Patio door at rear
of building

Approval

Approved

18/01583/HHFUL

I Pound Road- single storey and part rear
extension

Approval

Approved

18/01493/FUL

Long Lane House, Long Lane-demolition of ag
buildings and erection of single storey
dwelling.

Approval

In progress

18/01932/HHFUL

16 Burlington Way- single storey rear
extension

Approval

Approved

Not fully
discharged

The council has received no further information about when Tarmac will begin gravel
extraction on its land next to Marsh Lane.
Please contact Richard Allen about possible sites for the new Hemingford cemetery.
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Hemingford Grey
Parish Council
About the Parish Council
We now have a full council of 13 councillors following the co-option of Sarah Jakes at the
September Parish Council meeting. All our meetings are held in the Reading Room on the
High Street, Hemingford Grey. The first quarter of 2019’s dates are listed below.
Planning Committee
Main Parish Council

7pm
7.30pm

14 January / 11 February / 11 March
14 January / 11 February / 11 March

Our agendas and minutes are posted on village notice boards, at the village store as
well as on the website. Information is also available on our social media pages.
Website
www.hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc
Twitter
www.twitter.com/hemgreypc
Parish Councillors
Richard Allen (Chair)
Janet Brasnell
Mark Burke
Derek Clifton
Doug Dew
Riva Elliott
Leanne Elmstrom
Janice Flint
Sarah Jakes
Kim Loader
Anne Meredith
Tim Puttick
Robin Waters (Vice-chair)

Maristowe, London Road
1a Pound Road
5 Limes Court
Dockseys Farm
4 Weir Road
38 Church Street
Cullum Farm, London Road
30 Marsh Lane
Meadow View, 99 London Road
1 Langley Way
18 De Vere Close
3 Skylark Place
18 Hemingford Road

494783
492033
497008
463365
469814
494142
07702 642441
07816 438765
466813
466688
465774
509481
467077

All our councillors can now be emailed using the following format –
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr
A:
30 West Drive, Highfields, Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
T:
01954 210241
E:
parishclerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Editor: Riva Elliott
Sub-editor: Janice Flint
Webmaster: Kim Loader
The next edition of the Newsletter will be out in March 2019
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