HGPC Newsletter February 2026

Hemingford Grey Parish Council
Proud to serve the people of Hemingford Grey

Welcome to the February edition of the Parish Newsletter. We’ve had a redesign
for 2026, but as always it contains lots of updates from the Parish Council and the
Community.

The festive season is now just a distant memory, packed away for another year
just like the village Christmas Tree lights (thanks as always to St Ives Tree and
Garden Services for volunteering to do this for us). At the same time, spring still
feels just out of reach, but having taken part in the RSPB’s big garden birdwatch
this weekend, there were definite signs that the natural world around is beginning
to stir into action, with snowdrops breaking through and some plants starting to
bud.

The beginning of the year often provides many of us with an opportunity to identify
new things we’d like to get involved in and there are lots of options available in the
village and detailed inside. Alternatively, it may just be the time that you start
looking ahead to our annual village

events. Either way, | hope you have a Cllr Richard All
: I r Richar en
fantastic 2026! Chair, Hemingford Grey Parish Council
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Parish Council Updates

Providing homes for Swifts

Have you noticed the Swifts that
come back to our village every
summer — zooming about at speed in
screaming parties? And did you know
that these masters of the air: eat,
sleep, and even mate on the wing!
The only time they land is to nest,
after which they fly to southern Africa
to winter.

Swifts have nested in our properties
for centuries, returning to the same
nest site every year with their mate for
life. However, according to the British
Trust for Ornithology, the UK Swift
population has fallen by over 68%
since 1995, mainly due to declines in
suitable nesting sites. We're therefore
lucky to still have them in our village,
mainly at The Rampleys, where
around ten pairs return annually, and
at Limes Park. To safeguard our
Swifts for future generations to enjoy,
we need to protect the existing pairs,
and hopefully increase numbers.

Parish Councillors wanted!

If you are looking for an opportunity to

make a positive contribution and
influence local decisions about

development, planning, road safety or
the environment. Want to improve our

open spaces and play areas, or just
want to support our village, have you
considered becoming a Councillor?

On Thursday 7t May the Parish
Council will be up for election and
we’re looking for people to stand.
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Having been approached by a group
of interested villagers, the PC has
agreed to allocate a maximum budget
of £750 to purchase Swift nest boxes.
Boxes are available to all Hemingford
Grey residents, for self-installation
(please note they should be 5 metres
above ground level), but since Swifts
nest in colonies, priority will be given
to those living where there are
existing village colonies. Please email
the Parish Clerk if you are interested
in having one.

If you'd like help checking for Swifts in
your property, or installing a nest box,
please contact Neil Whitaker

at britwhits13@yahoo.com

If you're interested, why not attend
one of our next Council meetings, or
get in touch with one of our existing
Councillors.

Huntingdon District Council have
updated their website with full details
of the election: Upcoming Elections
May 2026. Nominations papers must
be delivered, by hand, to HDC's
offices by 4pm on Thursday 9t April.

Of course, if you can’t wait until May,
we currently have three vacancies!


mailto:parish.clerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:britwhits13@yahoo.com
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/elections/upcoming-elections/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/elections/upcoming-elections/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-parish-council-elections-england/nominations/completing-your-nomination-papers/nomination-form

Join our Spring Litter Pick -
Saturday 215t March, 11am — 1pm

Litter-picking is an ideal opportunity to
meet new people and discover areas
of our beautiful parish you never knew
existed. If you've a couple of hours to
spare, it's a good way to get outdoors,
enjoy some gentle exercise and more
importantly benefit nature as
discarded rubbish is very damaging to
wildlife. Like to volunteer? meet at
either Daintree Green or Yes
Development (play area) 11am. Litter-
pick equipment including hi-vis vests,
provided.

Complementary refreshments will be
available for all volunteers at the Grey
House. For further details contact
janice.flint@hemingfordgreyparishcou

ncil.gov.uk

Grants available for local
organisations — apply now!

The Parish Council has a limited
amount of money remaining in this
year’s budget to award grants to local
groups, charities, or organisations for
“purposes, which may bring a direct
benefit to the area or any part of it for
some or all the inhabitants”. An
application form is available from the
Parish Clerk and any applications
received will be considered at our
March meeting.
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Allotments available

The new growing year is approaching,
and we currently have several
allotment plots available. If you are
interested in taking one on, please
contact the Parish Clerk for details.

New defibrillator installed

You may
have already
R . noticed, but

DEFIBRILLATOR ) the Parish

e B Council

5 2 B have
installed a
new
defibrillator
on one our
lampposts at
the end of
" Stepping
Stones, next to Daintree Green. We
would like to thank Hemingfords
United FC who obtained the
defibrillator from the Premier League.

This is the third defibrillator in the
village, the others being at the
Pavilion and the primary school.

The Parish Council are currently in
the process of organising a training
course.

Riverside bench refurbished

Jaa We've recently
¥ refurbished one
»= . of our benches
at the moorings
at the top of the
— High Street. We
. think it looks
great and hope
| you agree with

. us
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Community Matters

Huntingdonshire

Volunteer Centre is a
small Huntingdonshire
s hased registered charity

offering a community car service
which provides affordable, accessible
and reliable door-to-door transport for
individuals to attend medical and
social events. This enables clients to
maintain independence regardless of
age, ability, finances or geographical
location, reducing isolation,
combating loneliness and providing
engagement outside of the home.

We charge 45 pence per mile for the
journey, plus a booking fee of £2 per
journey to cover HVC running costs.

We are always looking for volunteer
drivers, for further information about
volunteering, call us on 01480 301462
or visit www.huntsvc.org.uk

hemlocs

by Simon Clemmow, Chair

The new year is off to a fine start with
a first for Hemlocs — a talk in two
parts by Roger Leivers about Farm
Hall, Godmanchester, during World
War Il. Roger’s extensive research
reveals the stories behind some of the
200 or so agents who were trained
there to carry out invaluable Allied
intelligence work and be dropped into
Europe to undertake reconnaissance
missions. Part two of his talk, on
Wednesday 11t February, will
recount how some of Germany’s
leading nuclear scientists were
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captured and detained in Farm Hall.
Their conversations were secretly
recorded, with a view to learning how
far the Nazis had progressed towards
making an atomic bomb.

The Hemingfords Bowls Club
by Gareth Evans

Gearing up for 2026 we very
much look forward to
welcoming new members,
young and old. The Hayward
Mixed League established last year
for less experienced players will
expand and we shall run two Mixed
teams to supplement the three Men'’s,
two Women’s and four Over 60’s
teams ... something for everyone for
every day of the week!

Single and Joint memberships and
very reduced fees for Juniors (U18)
and Young Adults (19-24yrs). New to
bowling? ... 25yrs+ play for free up to
30" June and then only £30.

OPEN DAY 2-5pm on 26" April. For
more info: www.hemingfordbowls.co.uk

Use it, or loose it!

Every Friday between 2-3pm at the
Pavilion, One Leisure run a Right
Start Exercise Class. This friendly
male coach led class is attended by
men and women. Chair based
exercises will improve your balance,
muscle tone and strength - perfect to
get back into exercise or to
complement other forms of exercise
such as walking and gardening.


http://www.huntsvc.org.uk/
http://www.hemingfordbowls.co.uk/

www.hemingfordpavilion.com

Email: enquiries@hemingfordpavilion.co.uk
Tel: 01480 464490

Manor Road, Hemingford Grey, PE28 9BX
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The Pavilion Playpark was opened on January 10" by local MP Ben Obese-Jecty.
It was great to see many families attend, enjoy the Playpark and entertainment.

hemingford
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We appreciate all the positive comments received and trust the facility will provide

a stimulating recreational facility for children of all abilities for many years to
comel!

Thank you to our Trustees, Clubs (especially the SSC) and Hemingford Grey
Parish Council for their strong financial support. Also, our local pubs, councils,
churches, choirs, cubs, businesses, and generous individuals.

Finally, a very big thank you to Cambridgeshire Community Foundation, Thalia
Waste Management, FCC Communities Foundation, Landfills Community
Fund, The National Lottery and Garfield Weston Foundation.

Hunts County Squash Club
Junior Championships 2025

An excellent turnout for the 2025
junior championships in December. It
was a fantastic end to the year and an
opportunity for the youngsters at the
club to compete for the titles ...

Well done to the winners and
everyone who took part, it was great
to have a mix of girl and boys from
across all age groups taking part!

e U11 Final: Louis Laprade beat
Jack Thwaites 3-0.

e U13 Final: Charlie Southee beat
Michael McKellar 2-1. Lucy Hilton
finishing 3rd.

e U15 Final: Samuel Goodger beat
Louis Powley 2-0. lzzy Hilton beat
Sebastian Allen in the plate final.

e U17: Rupert Thackray champion

We’re in Waitrose!

with wins against Michella Pita and
Samuel Goodger.
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Waitrose St Ives has allotted us our
own green token charity box. If you
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2HemingfordHub

visit the store, even if it's for a packet
of biscuits, please pop your token into
the Hemingford Hub box after each
visit ... and perhaps mention it to local
friends and family. Every token helps!
Thank you for your support.

Feb-Mar HubClub events 3pm at
the Pavilion (*subject to change)

e January 28" - Tish talk on travels
to Mexico

e February 11" - Yuke Troop, music
and song

e February 25" - Norris Museum —
Silver Pennies, Striking Coins

e March 11t - Bobby Scheme talk on
safety

e March 25" -

Seated exercise classes are on Feb
4th 18t and March 4t and 18t.

Contact details: Tel: 07308 035416
Email: hemingfordhub@icloud.com
Web: www.hemingfordhub.co.uk
Registered Charity No: 1194706

Games

month. Visitors are always welcome.
Our speaker for 24th February is still
to be arranged. Look out for posters
around the village and the Community
Facebook page. We are a friendly
group with a book club, walking group
and craft group - For more information
telephone Phyl on 380240.

ST JAMES
CHURCH SERVICES

Mlornineg Saevicas (10 AM |

'IST

SUN

Morning Worship

Junior Church

Morning Worship

No Junior Church

Morning Worship

& Junior Church

il Holy Communion
SV No Junior Church

LI CLIAN Evening
AL Il Service 6PM

Mid-Week Holy Communion

10:30am 2" & 4" Wednesday

For more information  www.churchbytheriver.org.uk 01480 467250

2026 EASTER SERVICES* in the Hemingfords

Palm Sunday 29" March
St Margaret’s
9:30 am Holy Communion

St James
10 am Holy Communion
6 pm Evening Service

Maundy Thursday 2" April

6 pm Service at St James

Followed by Agape Supper at the
Parish Centre at 7pm.

Good Friday

St Margaret’s
2 pm Good Friday Reflections
9 pm Compline

3 April

Easter Saturday 4" April

7 pm Easter Vigil Service

Procession of the light through the village and
blessing of Paschal Candles. Start at
St Margaret’s and end at St James

Easter Sunday 5" April

St Margaret’s
9:30 am Easter Service with Holy Communion

St James
10 am Easter Service with Holy Communion

Easter Monday 6" April

Easter Monday Lolbear

A unique Easter show for children, bringing the
magic of theatre to St James (location & time thbc)

* Subject to change. Find the lastest information at:

Hemingford Grey WI

[hBWI meets at 7pm in the

INSPIRING WoMEN Reading Room on the
fourth Tuesday of the

Hemingford Grey Parish Council

www.achurchnearyou.com

www.churchbytheriver.org.uk
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Hemingfords Lawn

Tennis Club warmly
invites all women of any
ability to join us for
International Women'’s
Day on Saturday 7th March at 2pm.
Whether you're new to tennis or a
regular player, we’ll be running a
range of fun, inclusive activities to suit
all levels.

New members are welcome at any
time - please come along to any of
our club sessions to say hi and get
involved. Looking ahead, our Open
Day is on Saturday 25th April, and
coaching restarts in spring.

Visit www.hltclub.net or Ty
our Facebook page for EJ. E
more details and ]

updates on all that is [w]
going on.

cv:
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Some dates for your diaries ...

This year’s Regatta Ball will be held
on Friday 5™ June. Tickets will go on
sale at the beginning of March

The Regatta itself will be held on
Saturday 11 July, with practice
nights starting for novices on Monday
15™ June and running weeknights
until Thursday 9™ July.

Our Patrons newsletter will be
available online in May.

If you’d like to help out or support in
any way, email us to join our “Friends
of the Regatta” WhatsApp group at
hello@hemingfordsregatta.com
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The Hemingford B&W Social
Group

The Group’s next few events:

e 26" March 2026 — Talk from
William the Butler (Butler to very
interesting people!)

e 30" April 2026 - “Mud, Blood &
Bandages — Medical Innovations in
WW1 with lan Langworthy

e 28"May 2026 - Training & use of
Police Dogs — Len Little

The Hemingford B&W Social Group
meet on the last Thursday of the
month at 7.30pm in the Reading
Room in Hemingford Grey. We are a
friendly social group that enjoys
informative talks and events — you
can bring your own refreshments
(wine, beer or another beverage).
Visitors always welcome. If you would
like to join our group and also enjoy
some of our member only events -
there are at least 4 a year, please
email hemingfordbw@gmail.com or
ring Steven on 07984 934579 for
further information.

Don’t forget to look out for posters
around the village and on our
Facebook page for our upcoming
future talks and events.

P We have a few
Cock events happening

v memsedce - throughout the next
few months. On Valentine’s night /
Saturday 14" February we have 3
courses for £55. On Friday 27
February there is an Austin Powers
Murder Mystery night, with a 3-course
meal and entertainment from actors
for £75pp. We still have our regular
Hophead and Badgers Nadgers on
cask. Our quiz nights run on the first
Sunday of each month from 7pm.
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Your Parish Councillors

Richard Allen - Chair
Maristowe, London Road
01480 494783

Anne Meredith — Vice-chair
18 De Vere Close
01480 465774

Fiona Bangor-Jones
43 Hemingford Road

Maria Di Gaetano
17 Dunnock Way
07444 330921

Riva Elliot
38 Church Street
01480 494142

Janice Flint
30 Marsh Lane
07816 438765

Nick Irish
10 Skylark Place
01480 464665

Sara Jakes .
Meadow View, 99 London Rd i
01480 466813

Robin Waters
18 Hemingford Road
07833 901680

Stephen Wright
20 Weir Road
07429 956982

All our councillors can be emailed using:
firstname.lastname@hemingfordgrey
parishcouncil.gov.uk
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Proud to serve the people of Hemingford Grey

Contacting Hemingford Grey
Parish Council

Parish Clerk:
Ben Stoehr

Email:
parish.clerk@hemingfordgreyparish
council.gov.uk

Telephone:
01954 210241

Address:
30 West Drive, Highfields,
Caldecote, CB23 7NY

Website:
hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Facebook:
facebook.com/hemingfordgreypc

The Parish Council meets at 7pm in
the Reading Rooms on the second
Monday of each month (there is no
meeting in August and December).

Parish Council meetings are open to
everyone, and agendas are posted
on our website and on the village
notice boards.

The next edition of the newsletter
will be out in April 2026

Groups, Societies or Clubs wishing to
submit content for the April newsletter
should email no more 100 words to

richard.allen@hemingfordgreyparishc
ouncil.gov.uk by Saturday 14" March

Published by Hemingford Grey Parish Council.
Editor: ClIr Richard Allen
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