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About Cambridgeshire ACRE

Cambridgeshire ACRE is an independent charity established in 1924. We are part of a network of 38 Rural
Community Councils across England and are a member of ACRE (the national umbrella for RCCs). We are proud
to support local communities in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, and nearby where appropriate. We put a
lot of effort into getting to know our customers so we can understand what they need from us. This ensures
we focus on providing products and services that really make a difference to local people as they work in their
own communities.
As part of our work we provide a Neighbourhood Planning service for local communities. We have developed
this service by building on our skills, knowledge and competencies gained in other project areas such as rural
affordable housing and community-led planning and by working with local planning consultants to broaden
our capacity.
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You can find out more about our team and our work from our Neighbourhood Planning Information Leaflet at
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A DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC REVIEW OF HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH
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Hemingford Grey is a large village with a population of about 3,000. It is separated from St Ives,
to the north, by the River Great Ouse.
The village retains some key services including a primary school, pub and shop.
The population grew by about 20 per cent in the early 2010s due to the development of the YES
estate. However, growth in the previous decade had been much more limited and there are no
further plans for significant additional growth.
Hemingford Grey’s population profile is fairly typical of a Cambridgeshire rural community. A
shortage of people aged 15-39 is counter-balanced by a higher proportion of people aged 65+.
One in three households comprise only people aged 65+.
Health issues are strongly correlated to age.
Owner occupation is the dominant housing tenure accounting for more than eight in ten
households. In contrast, there is a relative shortage of rented accommodation, particularly in the
affordable housing sector.
The housing stock is also dominated by large detached houses. 36 per cent have four or more
bedrooms. The shortage of smaller market housing and social housing in general has
implications for low income families seeking to stay in Hemingford Grey.
The housing stock spans several centuries with the core of the village designated as a
Conservation Area.
House prices are well above the Huntingdonshire average and possibly a little higher than some
of the nearby villages. The entry level price for a 2 bed flat is estimated at £160,000. The entry
level price for a 2 bed house is estimated at £260,000.
The rental market is limited. Private rented accommodation tends to be priced above LHA rates.
Social rented properties are heavily bid for. There are very few shared ownership properties.
Economic activity rates in Hemingford Grey are suppressed by the elderly age profile. Most of
the inactive are retired or looking after family and/or home.
More than half of those that do work are employed in managerial, professional or associate
professional roles.
Most people work locally. Those that commute outside of Huntingdonshire are most likely to
travel to Cambridge or South Cambridgeshire.
There are a broad range of jobs in and around Hemingford Grey. The most significant sectors are
construction, professional, scientific & technical services and accommodation & food services.
Most of the jobs are within small businesses.
Deprivation, as measured by the Index of Multiple Deprivation, is limited in Hemingford Grey. It
is most concentrated in LSOA E01018203 which includes the northern and eastern parts of the
‘old village’ and the YES estate.
The parish scores poorly in terms of access to local services. Road traffic accidents on major
roads passing through the parish also impact on the Index.
Most working age people receiving DWP benefits have some form of disability.
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Introduction
This report has been produced to support the development of the Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood
Plan. It pulls together a range of published data to paint a picture of the parish in terms of its
demography and housing, local labour market and socio-economic characteristics.
The report starts with a Key Points section. A brief description of the parish in terms of its geography
and facilities is followed by a note on the geographical boundaries used for data analysis together
with a short commentary on the available data sources and their limitations. The analysis is set out
under five themes:
1. Demography
2. Housing Stock
3. House Prices & Affordability
4. Economic activity
5. Deprivation

Cambridgeshire ACRE undertook a Housing Needs Survey in Hemingford Grey in November 2018.
Much of the data (2011 Census of Population) has not been updated since the survey. Therefore,
parts of the survey report are reproduced in this Demographic & Socio-Economic Review where
appropriate. Where more up to date data is available, such as house price data, this has been used.
Also, this report takes a broader look at Hemingford Grey than the Housing Needs Survey and,
therefore, a number of additional sources have been used.

Hemingford Grey
Hemingford Grey is a large village in Huntingdonshire to the north of the A14. The parish boundary
extends to the south of the A14 but the village itself is about one mile to the north. The River Great
Ouse forms part of the northern boundary to the parish and creates a physical boundary between
Hemingford grey and St Ives.
The most recent development in the parish, known as the ‘Yes estate’, is situated less than a mile
from St Ives town centre but the core of the village retains a distinct ‘village feel’ with a clear rural
hinterland surrounding it. Its nearest village neighbours are Hemingford Abbots to the west and
Fenstanton to the south east.
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Map of Hemingford Grey parish boundary

Despite the proximity of St Ives and its large range of services, Hemingford Grey does retain
some key facilities including a primary school, church, shop (including post office), pub and
village hall with adjacent café. Medical services and secondary schooling are accessed in St
Ives. This level of facilities is clearly related to the scale of the village. Hemingford Grey has a
population of about 3,000 people.1
1

ONS population estimates, 2018 (taken from www.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/parish-profile))
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Hemingford Grey retains a wide range village facilities including a shop and pub

Hemingford Stores © Copyright MJ Richardson
and licensed for reuse under this Creative
Commons Licence

The Cock, Hemingford Grey © Copyright Stephen McKay
and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons
Licence

A Note on Data Sources
A range of published data sources have been used to compile this report. Parish level data is
obviously ideal as it matches the Neighbourhood Plan area. However, not all data is
published at this geography. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) uses ‘Output Areas’
(OAs) as the building block for its local area data and publishes a range of data at this scale
and aggregations of it (known as ‘Super Output Areas’). The average population of an OA is
about 300 people.
Nine OAs, in aggregate form, are contiguous with the parish boundary. Although these will
have similar population levels they vary considerably in terms of geography. Given that only
2011 Census of Population data is available at this geography, and it is nine years old, OAs
are not used in this report.
Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) are an aggregation of OAs. Three LSOAs cover the entire
parish of Hemingford Grey. However, aggregating these creates an area that also includes
the villages of Hemingford Abbots and Hilton. This is the geography used for the English
Indices of Deprivation and is also the best available fit for the Business Register and
Employment Survey (BRES) which provides the most up to date source of local employment.
The next aggregation is the Middle Super Output Area (MSOA). However, the relevant
MSOA extends well beyond the parish to include the villages of Fenstanton, Hemingford
Abbots, Hilton, Houghton and Wyton. This geography is considered to be of limited value in
analysing Hemingford Grey parish and is not used in this report.
The 2011 census frozen ward boundary (The Hemingfords) is a slightly better fit. It includes
the villages of Hemingford Abbots, Hilton, Houghton and Wyton but does exclude
Fenstanton. However, it is not used in this report. The 2018 ward boundary introduced
significant changes. Hemingford Grey now forms part of Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward
which includes the parishes of Hemingford Grey, Houghton & Wyton and Wyton-on-the-Hill.
This is the smallest geography available house price data from Hometrack.
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A set of maps showing these various boundaries is included as an appendix.
As already noted, the YES estate is a recent development in Hemingford Grey parish. It was
developed post 2011 which means that its inhabitants were not captured by the 2011
Census of Population. The higher proportion of affordable housing and availability of lower
priced market houses does mean that the demographic and socio-economic profile of the
resident community is likely to differ from the ‘old village’ and care must be taken in
assuming 2011 Census profiles can be applied to the current population of the parish.
Demography
Hemingford Grey’s population has grown significantly in recent years. Between 2011 and
2018 it grew by about 20 per cent, from 2,500 to 3,000, which is largely due to the YES
estate along London Road.
The number of dwellings in the parish grew from 1,150 to 1,368 over this period. Virtually all
of this growth occurred between 2011/12 and 2013/14.2 By April 2017 there were only
commitments for a further nine dwellings.3 There was also relatively little growth in the
previous 20 years.4
New housing developments along the London Road

Dunnock Way, Hemingford Grey © Copyright Hugh
Venables and licensed for reuse under this
Creative Commons Licence

Goldcrest Road, Hemingford Grey © Copyright Hugh
Venables and licensed for reuse under this Creative
Commons Licence

Hemingford Grey’s age profile is fairly typical of a Cambridgeshire rural community. A lower
than average proportion of people aged 15-39 is counter-balanced by a higher than average
proportion of people aged 65+. Hemingford Grey has retained a significant level of school,
age children. This is probably related to the presence of a primary school in the parish.
There is also no tailing off in the older population post 75 as is common in many villages.
This suggests that Hemingford Grey residents have better access to medical facilities than
many other rural inhabitants.
2

‘Table H1.2 Dwellings completed (NET) by Parish in Cambridgeshire (2002-2017)’, Cambridgeshire County
Council (undated)
3
‘Table H2.2 Dwelling Commitments by Parish in Cambridgeshire’, Cambridgeshire County Council (undated)
4
‘Cambridgeshire Population and Dwelling Stock Estimates: 1991-2010’ Cambridgeshire CC (July 2011)
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Figure1: Hemingford Grey population by age, 2018

Source: https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/parish-profile
The high proportion of elderly people is reflected in the household composition. In 2011 one
in three households contained only people aged 65+ (33 per cent). This compared with 20
per cent in Huntingdonshire and 21 per cent in Cambridgeshire. About two thirds of these
households in Hemingford Grey were single person households.
One in four households in Hemingford Grey (24 per cent) contained dependent children.
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Table 1: Household composition
Hemingford Huntingdonshire
Grey

All categories: Household composition
100.0
100.0
28.5
25.5
One person household
17.2
10.7
One person household: Aged 65 and
over
11.4
14.9
One person household: Other
67.1
68.7
One family household
15.7
9.2
One family only: All aged 65 and over
38.2
40.2
One family only: Married or same-sex
civil partnership couple
15.7
15.9
One family only: Married or same-sex
civil partnership couple: No children
17.2
18.4
One family only: Married or same-sex
civil partnership couple: Dependent
children
5.3
5.9
One family only: Married or same-sex
civil partnership couple: All children nondependent
7.7
11.2
One family only: Cohabiting couple
4.9
6.2
One family only: Cohabiting couple:
No children
2.8
4.5
One family only: Cohabiting couple:
Dependent children
0.1
0.5
One family only: Cohabiting couple:
All children non-dependent
5.4
8.1
One family only: Lone parent
2.8
5.3
One family only: Lone parent:
Dependent children
2.6
2.8
One family only: Lone parent: All
children non-dependent
4.4
5.8
Other household types
1.2
2.0
Other household types: With
dependent children
0.0
0.0
Other household types: All full-time
students
0.5
0.2
Other household types: All aged 65 and
over
2.6
3.5
Other household types: Other
Source: Table KS105EW, Census of Population, 2011 (via NOMIS)

Cambridgeshire

100.0
27.4
11.7
15.7
65.2
9.0
37.8
14.9
17.6

5.3

10.9
6.2
4.2
0.5
7.5
4.9
2.7
7.4
2.1
0.5
0.3
4.6

Five per cent of Hemingford Grey’s population consider themselves to have health issues
that restrict their day-to-day activities a lot and eleven per cent have health issues that
restrict their day-to-day activities a little. Health issues are slightly more prevalent among
women than men. These levels are slightly higher than in Huntingdonshire and
11

Cambridgeshire but these differences can be attributed to the parish age profile being
skewed towards older people. There is a very strong correlation between health and age.
Health problems are relatively scarce for all cohorts aged under 50. Health problems
escalate rapidly after this to the extent that almost half of those aged 75-84 consider their
day-to-day activities to be limited a lot or a little.5
Table 2:Long term limiting health by age in Hemingford Grey
Age
Day-to-day
Day-to-day
Day-to-day
activities
activities
activities
limited a lot limited a
not limited
(%)
little (%)
(%)
10.5
84.3
All categories: Age 5.2
1.4
1.9
96.7
Age 0 to 15
1.2
2.5
96.3
Age 16 to 24
1.0
4.5
94.5
Age 25 to 34
2.3
2.1
95.6
Age 35 to 49
3.7
7.3
89.0
Age 50 to 64
8.5
23.3
68.2
Age 65 to 74
13.0
32.6
54.4
Age 75 to 84
34.1
37.8
28.0
Age 85 and over
Source: Table LC3302EW, Census of Population, 2011 (via NOMIS)

The population of Hemingford Grey parish is predominantly ‘White British’. This category
accounted for 92.9 per cent of the population in 2011 compared with 89.5 per cent in
Huntingdonshire and 84.5 per cent in Cambridgeshire. The next largest category was ‘Other
white’ (2.9 per cent). This excluded people classified as ‘White British’, ‘White Irish’ and
‘White Gypsy/ Irish Traveller’. The only other cohort to account for more than one per cent
of Hemingford Grey’s population was ‘Asian/ Asian British’ (1.5 per cent).6
Housing Stock7
Owner occupation is the dominant tenure in Hemingford Grey accounting for 82 per cent of
all households in 2011. The majority of these households owned their property outright
(without a mortgage) which is consistent with the elderly profile of the parish.
In contrast, both social (seven per cent) and private (ten per cent) rented accommodation
were in relatively scarce supply. The lack of social rented accommodation was particularly
marked and as a percentage was only about half the average of Huntingdonshire and
Cambridgeshire. There was only one shared ownership property in the parish (at the time of
the 2011 Census of Population).

5

Table LC3302EW, 2011 Census of Population (via NOMIS)
Table KS201EW, 2011 Census of Population (via NOMIS)
7
As already noted, any analysis of Hemingford Grey’s housing profile based on the 2011 Census of Population
does not take into account the impact of the Yes estate development
6
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Figure 2: Hemingford Grey housing tenure, 2011

Source: ‘Hemingford Grey Parish Profile’, Cambridgeshire County Council (October 2014)

Hemingford Grey’s housing stock is dominated by large detached houses. In 2011, 58 per
cent were detached properties compared with 40 per cent in Huntingdonshire. In contrast,
semi-detached houses and flats were under-represented in the parish.
Figure 3: Hemingford Grey housing type, 2011

Source: ‘Hemingford Grey Parish Profile’, Cambridgeshire County Council (October 2014)
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Not surprisingly, given the dominance of detached houses, there is also a predominance of
larger homes. In 2011, 36 per cent of dwellings had four or more bedrooms. This compared
with just 29 per cent in Huntingdonshire. In contrast, smaller properties were less prevalent.
The proportions of two-bed, and particularly one-bed, properties were low. The shortage of
smaller market housing and social housing in general has implications for low income
families seeking to stay in Hemingford Grey.
Figure 4: Hemingford Grey dwellings by number of bedrooms, 2011

Source: ‘Hemingford Grey Parish Profile’, Cambridgeshire County Council (October 2014)

The best source of information on the age of the housing stock in Hemingford Grey is ‘The
Hemingfords Conservation Area Character Assessment’.8 This states that:
“There are buildings from every age from the late 17th century in this neighbourhood, with
just a few medieval examples.”
The historic core of Hemingford Grey is hemmed in to the south and east by the peripheral
residential estates of the late twentieth century. More recent development has focused on
London Road and forms a housing estate physically separated from the village. The YES
estate was developed over a period of approximately 2011-14.

8

‘The Hemingfords Conservation Area Character Assessment’, Huntingdonshire DC, June 2008
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Contrasting housing styles and periods in Hemingford Grey

The Hight Street, Hemingford Grey © Copyright MJ
Richardson and licensed for reuse under this
Creative Commons Licence

Goldcrest Road, the YES estate © Copyright Hugh
Venables and licensed for reuse under this Creative
Commons Licence

House Prices and Affordability
A review of estate agent websites was undertaken to assess the affordability and availability
of properties in the area. 9 The review identified thirteen properties currently available for
sale. These ranged in price from £250,000 to £2,250,000. Seven properties were priced
below £400,000. These included a 2 bedroom terraced house priced at £250,000, another
priced at £262,500 and a two bedroom flat priced at £265,000. There were also a pair of
adjoining 2 bedroom terraced houses both priced at £269,500. The lowest priced three
bedroom properties were a terraced house priced at £294,000 and a chalet bungalow priced
at £375,000.
Examples of lower priced housing for sale in Hemingford Grey

A pair of 2 bed terraced houses, High Street,
Hemingford Grey both for sale at £269,500
www.rightmove.co.uk

2 bed terraced house, Dunnock Way, Hemingford Grey
for sale @ £250,000 www.onthemarket.com

9

www.rightmove.co.uk, www.onthemarket.com and www.zoopla.co.uk (as at 5 March 2020)
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These prices were compared with recent sales prices. There were 25 sales in the last year
including a broader range of lower priced properties. Eleven of the 25 sold properties
achieved prices below £400,000 and four of these achieved prices below £300,000.
Two 2 bedroom flats sold for £156,000 and £160,000 respectively. A 2 bedroom semidetached bungalow sold for £260,000 and a 2 bedroom terraced house sold for £265,000.
The lowest price sale of a 3 bedroom house was £312,000.
Examples of lower priced house sales in Hemingford Grey in the last year

2 bed flat, St Ives Road, Hemingford Grey, sold @
£160,000 (Sep 2019) www.rightmove.co.uk

2 bed semi-detached bungalow, Daintree Way,
Hemingford Grey, sold @ £260,000 (Aug 2019)
www.rightmove.co.uk

The reliability of these prices can be further corroborated by considering them alongside
published house price data by Hometrack (see Table 3) to provide an indication of entry
level prices in the Hemingford Grey housing market. Hometrack data covers the larger area
of Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward (see map below). This includes the parishes of
Hemingford Grey, Houghton & Wyton and Wyton-on-the-Hill.
Table 3: Lower Quartile Property Prices by ward, July – December 201910
2-bed flat

2-bed
3-bed
4-bed
house
house
house
Hemingford Grey & Houghton
£159,000
£190,000
£285,000
£360,750
Godmanchester & Hemingford Abbots
£168,750
£185,000
£241,250
£344,375
Fenstanton
n/a
£229,000
£240,000
£365,000
St Ives South
£160,000
£206,500
£280,000
£328,750
Huntingdonshire
£135,000
£180,000
£222,875
£310,000
Note: Data are an average of house price sales and valuations over a six month period. Prices can
fluctuate from one period to another due to the low level of sales involved. Nevertheless, the prices
do reflect actual sales and valuations.

10

Hometrack Housing Intelligence System (Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward includes the parishes of
Hemingford Grey, Houghton & Wyton and Wyton-on-the-Hill)
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By widening the sample size to the ward there were 135 sales and valuations of these types
of properties undertaken over a recent six month period.
Prices in Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward are significantly higher than in
Huntingdonshire district as a whole across all size bands. Prices are broadly in line with
neighbouring wards. The parish level prices reviewed over the last year suggest that prices
in Hemingford Grey parish may be a little higher than in Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward
as a whole. The price for a 2 bedroom flat is similar but the prices for any size of house
appear to be higher in Hemingford Grey parish.
Map of Hemingford Grey and Houghton ward

Taken together these data can be used to build a picture of local prices. Table 4 has been
constructed from the discussion above. Affordability is assessed in the context of four price
levels. These are based on approximations of the entry level price for a 2 bedroom flat and
2, 3 and 4 bedroom house. Some standard assumptions about deposits and mortgages are
applied to calculate the minimum salary needed to purchase these properties.
17

Even at an entry level price of £160,000 an annual income of about £39,000 would be
required on the assumptions used. To put this is context, a household with two people
working full-time and earning the ‘national living wage’ will earn about £30-£35,000 per
annum.11 An income of £63,000 would be required to purchase a 2 bedroom house priced at
at £260,000.
Table 4: Annual Income requirements for open market properties
House Price

£160,000
£260,000
£300,000
£360,000

Deposit required
(assume 15%
required)
£24,000
£39,000
£45,000
£54,000

Annual income required
(based on mortgage lending
principle of 3.5 x income)
£38,857
£63,143
£72,857
£87,429

Monthly mortgage
payment12
£645
£1,048
£1,209
£1,451

A household’s ability to buy is also dependent on them having saved an appropriate deposit.
The calculations presented here assume a mortgage to house value of 85 per cent. In other
words, the purchaser can raise a deposit of 15 per cent. It may be possible to secure a
mortgage with a lower deposit but this will require even higher income levels. Clearly, many
existing owner occupiers in Hemingford Grey will have significant housing equity. However,
young people seeking to leave the parental home or those in the rented sector may not.
Every household has its own set of unique circumstances. Therefore, the assumptions set
out above are just that; working assumptions. Nevertheless, it seems reasonable to
conclude that many low income households with a connection to Hemingford Grey have
little chance of being able to set up home in their own community without some kind of
support.
Shared ownership or other forms of low cost home ownership may be a more affordable
option for some. However, as of 2011 there was only one shared ownership property in the
parish. It is likely that some more were built as part of the YES estate but data is not readily
available.
The alternative to buying is to rent. Table 5 shows the typical cost for renting privately and
compares this with the typical rental cost of a new Housing Association property. The
Government has taken steps to bring social housing rents closer to private sector ones, with

11

http://www.livingwage.org.uk/. The national living wage currently pays £7.83 per hour but only applies to
those aged 25 and older
12
Source: www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk – mortgage calculator based on 3% repayment mortgage repaid
over 25 years
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rents for new tenants set at up to 80 per cent of the amount you would have to pay in the
private sector.
Table 5 includes data for Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward. This suggests the likely
‘affordable rent’ charged by a Housing Association could be higher than the Local Housing
Allowance (LHA) rate for all sizes of property. The LHA is used to cap Housing Benefit for
those in the private rented sector.
Table 5: Comparison of property rental costs in Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward, January 2019 December 201913
No. of
Beds

Typical market
rent per week
(median rent)

Entry level rent per
week
(30th percentile)

Housing Association
Maximum affordable
rent per week
(80% of median
market rent)

1
2
3
4

£158
£173
£230
£298

£147
£162
£206
£286

£126
£138
£184
£238

Local Housing
Allowance
(Huntingdon
BMRA)
2019-20
(applicable from 1
April 2019)
£111.28
£133.67
£159.56
£204.05

Our review found four properties currently available to rent in the private rental market
within Hemingford Grey. These were a 3 bedroom semi-detached house for rent at £230 per
week, a 2 bedroom detached bungalow at £277 per week, a 3 bedroom detached house
also at £277 per week and a 4 bed detached house at £333 per week. All these properties
are seeking rents in line with or above the median rent for Hemingford Grey & Houghton
ward.14
Social rented properties do appear to become available with some frequency. However,
they are heavily bid for. Between March 2008 and December 2013 there were 83 properties
became available in Hemingford Grey (about 15 per year). They attracted an average of 67
bids each (compared with 41 per property across Huntingdonshire as a whole).15

13

Hometrack Intelligence Service (Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward includes the parishes of Hemingford
Grey, Houghton, Wyton and Wyton-on-the-Hill)
14
www.onthemarket.com, www.zoopla.co.uk and www.rightmove.co.uk (as at 5 March 2020)
15
‘Parish Profiles’, Cambridgeshire County Council Research Group, October 2014
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Economic Activity
Economic activity rates are relatively low in Hemingford Grey. 16 69.4 per cent of all people
aged 16-74 were economically active in 2011. This was below Huntingdonshire (74.6 per
cent) and Cambridgeshire (72.0 per cent). However, this was due to the older age profile of
Hemingford Grey rather than any underlying weakness in the local labour market. Almost
three quarters of the economically inactive in Hemingford Grey were retired.
Unemployment (1.4 per cent of all residents aged 16-74) was lower than in both
Huntingdonshire and Cambridgeshire.
Economic activity rates were significantly lower for women than for men. Women were
much more likely to be retired or looking after home or family. Those women that did work
were much more likely to work part-time.
The employment profile of employed residents in Hemingford Grey is heavily skewed
towards managerial and professional roles in comparison with Huntingdonshire and
Cambridgeshire. All other occupations (with the exception of associate professional and
technical occupations) are under-represented among Hemingford Grey employed residents.
The particularly low representation of people employed in elementary occupations is
consistent the challengingly high house prices in the parish.
Figure 5: Employment by occupation, 2011 (per cent)

Source: 2011 Census of Population (Tables KS608-610EW), via NOMIS

16

Table KS601-603EW, 2011 Census of Population (via NOMIS)
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Most employed residents in Hemingford Grey work fairly locally with the majority travelling
within Huntingdonshire. The next most popular commuting destinations are Cambridge and
South Cambridgeshire. There is a small but significant group commuting to London.
Table 6: Commuting from Hemingford Grey, 201117
Workplace
Work from home/ no fixed workplace

266

Huntingdonshire

484

Cambridge

134

South Cambridgeshire

133

Rest of Cambridgeshire & Peterborough

55

London

46

Source: Table WF02EW, Census of Population, 2011 (via NOMIS)

The Business Register & Employment Survey provides a more up to date analysis of
employment by industry at a local level. (This dataset records people where they work
rather than where they live) The smallest geography for which data is published is the LSOA.
By aggregating three LSOAs a best-fit can be created for Hemingford Grey parish but it
should be noted that the area does also include the parishes Hemingford Abbots and Hilton.
Whilst not ideal it does give an indication of the types of employment based in Hemingford
Grey and its surrounding rural communities.
The largest employment sectors in the locality are construction, professional, technical &
scientific services, accommodation & food services. However, there does appear to be a
broad range of employment. Most employment is in the private sector with little
employment in public services (health, education or other government services). Breaking
the employment data down to a more detailed level of economic activities reveals that
there may be a couple of employers with up to 50 staff but that the majority of employment
is with small employers.

17

WF02EW is a very large and complex dataset. The date presented in this table is simplified and excludes
locations where numbers commuting from Hemingford Grey are minimal. Therefore, the figures do not cover
all commuting from the parish but do cover the majority.

21

Figure 6: Employment by industry in Hemingford Grey, 201818

Source: BRES, 2018 (via NOMIS)

Deprivation
Deprivation is relatively limited in Hemingford Grey. Data is published for LSOAs and there
are three covering Hemingford Grey parish. 19 LSOA E01018202 covers the parish of
Hemingford Abbots. However, it also includes much of the core of Hemingford Grey village
including the High Street, Manor Road and Glebe Road. LSOA E01018203 covers the eastern
and northern parts of the village (including St Ives Road, Mill Lane and Marsh Lane). LSOA
E01018204 includes Hilton parish. However, it does also include a small part of Hemingford
Grey parish including The Thorpe and Gore Tree Road.
All three LSOAs exhibit only modest deprivation in overall terms. They all fall into the 8 th
decile or better in terms of overall deprivation (where the 1st decile is the most deprived
decile and 10th is the least deprived.
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BRES only includes employees in employment and excludes most of the agricultural sector
‘English indices of deprivation 2019’ (see https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-ofdeprivation-2019)
19
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Map of Lower Super Output Areas covering Hemingford Grey

E01018203

E01018202
1

E01018204

Source: NOMIS

LSOA E01018202 falls into the 10th decile across most domains. The exception is the Barriers
to Housing & Services domain where it falls into the 2nd decile. This is due to a weak score in
the Geographical Barriers sub-domain and reflects a significant distance to some key
services. (Those measured are: post office; primary school; general store or supermarket;
and, GP surgery) LSOA E01018202 also scored relatively poorly (6th decile) on the Living
environment: Outdoors sub-domain. This is due to a poor score on the road traffic accidents
indicator.
LSOA E01018203 shows the highest general levels of deprivation across the domains out of
the three LSOAs. It ranks in the 7th or 8th decile across most domains. Again, it scores poorly
on the Barriers to Housing & Services: Geographical barriers sub-domain due to the distance
to key local services.
LSOA E01018204 exhibits very little deprivation across most domains. There is a similar issue
with the geographical distance to key services. However, LSOA E01018204 also scores
poorly in terms of the Living Environment: Outdoors sub-domain (3rd decile). This is due to a
poor score on the road traffic accident indicator which can probably be attributed to the
A1307 (the old A14) and A1096 running through the LSOA.
23

Table 7: Relative deprivation in Hemingford Grey parish, 201920
LSOA E01018202

LSOA E01018203

LSOA E001018204

Domain

Rank

Decile

Rank

Decile

Rank

Decile

Income

30,776

10

23,353

8

29,863

10

Employment

30,985

10

19,822

7

30,471

10

Education, Skills & Training

30,801

10

20,949

7

30,231

10

Health & Disability

30,047

10

30,212

10

28,809

9

Crime

28,313

9

19,110

6

18,998

6

Barriers to Housing &
Services

5,051

2

8,400

3

8,183

3

Sub domain:
Geographical barriers

2,040

1

3,868

2

3,421

2

Sub domain: Wider
barriers

24,906

8

22,063

7

24,096

8

Living Environment

28,691

9

24,254

8

20,818

7

Sub domain: Indoors

31,891

10

21,997

7

28,893

9

Sub domain: Outdoors

16,511

6

19,959

7

7,169

3

29,962

10

23,828

8

28,855

9

Index of Multiple
Deprivation

Source: English Indices of Deprivation 2019 (Department for Communities and Local Government)

An alternative measure of deprivation is the number of working age people claiming
benefits from the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP). 21 This is also available at the
LSOA level. Across the three LSOAs that include parts of Hemingford Grey parish there were
155 working age people claiming DWP benefits in November 2016. This was a small increase
of 15 people compared with November 2011. It should be noted that there was also a
significant increase in population during this period due to the development of the Yes
estate.
Over half the benefit claimants lived in LSOA E01018203 which falls completely within
Hemingford Grey. It includes residents living in northern and eastern parts of the village and
the Yes estate.
20

The rank is out of 32,844 Lower Super Output Areas where 1 is the most deprived. Likewise, decile 1 is the
most deprived decile. LSOA E01018211 has been used which is coterminous with Bury parish.
21
‘benefit claimants – working age clients for small area’ DWP (extracted from NOMIS). This dataset has been
discontinued on NOMIS and the last data published was for November 2016. Data presented covers the three
LSOAs that include parts of Hemingford Grey parish.
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The largest benefit group were those claiming Employment Support Allowance or other
disability benefits. There were only five claimants receiving Job Seekers’ Allowance.
However, the majority of benefit claimants were claiming benefits related to being out of
work. The largest group that were receiving benefits not directly related to work were
receiving benefits related to caring responsibilities.
About 60 per cent of claimants were female and about half of all claimants were aged 25-49
although a significant minority (40 per cent) were aged over 50.
Table 8: Working age population receiving DWP benefits, November 2016
LSOA
LSOA
LSOA
E01018202 E01018203 E01018204

Total

Change
since
Nov 2011

total claimants

25

85

45

155

15

statistical group - job seekers

0

0

5

5

-30

statistical group - ESA and
incapacity benefits

10

55

25

90

30

statistical group - lone
parents

5

5

5

15

5

statistical group - carers

5

20

5

30

20

statistical group - others on
income related benefits

0

0

0

0

0

statistical group - disabled

5

5

5

15

-5

statistical group - bereaved

0

0

0

0

-5

statistical group - unknown

0

0

0

0

0

gender - male

5

35

25

65

0

gender - female

20

50

20

90

15

age - 16 to 24

0

5

10

15

-5

age - 25 to 49

10

45

20

75

10

age - 50 and over

15

35

15

65

10

out-of-work benefits

15

60

35

110

5

Source: DWP administrative data (from NOMIS)
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Appendix - Maps
Hemingford Grey parish

Hemingford Grey: Output Areas
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Hemingford Grey: Lower Super Output Areas (Best fit)

Hemingford Grey: Middle Super Output Areas (Best fit)
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The Hemingfords ward: 2018 ward

Hemingford Grey & Houghton ward (2011 ward)
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