HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL
I hereby give notice that as previously arranged, the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on
Monday 13 January 2020 in the Reading Room, High Street Hemingford Grey at 7.30pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present.
The order of business may be varied at the Chairman’s discretion.
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the
business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below.

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk 06/01/20
AGENDA
Comments and observations on agenda items from members of the public and reports from the County &
District Councillors
1.
To receive and approve apologies for absence
2.
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
3.
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting
4.
To consider matters arising from the last or a previous meeting for info only unless detailed
4.1
(6.1.1) ICCM – to consider advice on a new cemetery
4.2
(6.3) Daintree Green – to consider response from emergency services
4.3
(6.4 of 14.10.19) Replacement of lighting column 119 in St Ives Road – to consider cost
4.4
Mares tail at the allotments – to consider quotation and whether the Parish Council wishes to accept for
a further 2-3 years
5.
Finance, procedure and risk assessment
5.1
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
5.2
Clerk report on any actions taken using delegated powers or because of risk or health and safety
5.3
To consider any matter that is urgent because of risk or health and safety
5.4
To consider outstanding refund from LCPAS
6.
To receive reports and items from committees, working groups and members for info only unless stated
6.1
Neighbourhood Plan Task Group (AM)
6.1.1 Proposal that the Council notes the resignation of Cllr Byam-Cook from the NPTG and
appoints another Councillor to take his place (AM)
6.1.2 Proposal that the Council accepts Cllr Sheridan’s offer to project manage the Neighbourhood
Plan and that the NPTG becomes the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (AM)
6.1.3 Proposal that the newly formed NP Steering Group undertakes the initial consultation with
residents (AM)
6.1.4 Proposal that the Council commissions Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide further support and
assist with obtaining the government grants to cover the costs of ACRE and the initial resident
consultation (AM)
6.1.5 Proposal that the Council notes the NP Steering Group meeting schedule and that all
councillors promote these meetings to residents (AM)
6.2
Community Bird Box project (AM)
6.3
Environment Working Group (RW)
6.4
Report on CAPALC AGM(RW)
6.5
Proposal that the Council considers if first aid training should be offered to anyone interested(RA)
6.6
Proposal that the Council contracts the Somersham Town Band to formally for carols on the first

6.7
6.8
6.9
7.

Saturday in December (RA)
Proposal that the Parish Council purchase an improved set of Christmas Tree Lights(RA)
Proposal that the Council contract St Ives to Tree to put up the Christmas tree lights annually
for a specific number of years or until further notice(RA)
Proposal that the Council contract an electrician to check the Christmas tree lights annually for
a specific number of years or until further notice(RA)

To consider correspondence/communications received
7.1
Resident – request for light baffle outside 18 Church Street
7.2
NWR Hemingfords – Request to plant a tree
7.3
CCC consultation on FP6 diversion
7.4
CCC – Consultation on draft Climate Change and Environment Strategy
7.5
CAPALC Buckingham Palace Garden Party invitation to nominate
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hemingford Grey Parish Council,
30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
Tel: 01954 210241Email: parish.clerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

7.6

8.

To consider request from Hemingfords’ Action Group that a link to their website is put on the Parish
Council website
Closure of meeting

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hemingford Grey Parish Council,
30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
Tel: 01954 210241Email: parish.clerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

CLERK REPORT TO HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 13 JANUARY 2020
Where I have info to support an agenda item this is below.
1.

Apologies – any received for this or future meetings will be reported to the meeting.

3.

To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 11 November 2019 – attached.

4.

Matters Arising
The Clerk advises the Parish Council to defer matters until a future meeting if information is not
available rather than the next or a specific meeting. If the Council’s minutes record the next or a
specific meeting the Clerk has to include on the agenda even if no information has been received.

4.1

(6.1.1) ICCM – to consider advice on a new cemetery
ICCM have written:
“There is no formula as such for determining the size of a cemetery as many factors can affect what is
required.
As a starting point, a rough estimate is that one acre of cemetery land can contain 1000 graves.
However, the number of graves can be affected by terrain, existing trees, landscape design, roads and
paths etc.
It is worth considering how many burials have been taking place each year in the existing cemetery –
this will give an indication of likely demand. It is also worth bearing in mind the local demographics,
eg is the population predominantly elderly or younger, is it increasing or decreasing, what are
proposals for new housing in the area? It is also worth considering if there are particular religious
communities in the area who choose burial over cremation.
The most important thing in choosing a new cemetery site is location – the site needs to comply with
Environment Agency requirements for cemeteries (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/cemeteries-andburials-prevent-groundwater-pollution).
There are companies that can assist with locating new sites, fore example Cemetery Development
Services - https://www.cemeterydevelopmentservices.co.uk/”

4.2

(6.3) Daintree Green – to consider response from emergency services
The ambulance service has responded:
“Our ambulance fleet do not posess any ‘fireman keys’ so will not be able to access this area when
the bollards are up and locked which could cause a delay in responding to 999 calls in the area as a
result of this.”
They have added:
“We usually have the code for any combination lock which is held securely on our CAD system and
only released to crews when they are assigned a job within the location.
Our resources can come from anywhere in the East of England so if there can be a combination lock /
keypad that will ensure all crews can be made aware when a 999 call is received.”

4.3

(6.4 of 14.10.19) Replacement of lighting column 119 in St Ives Road
At the October meeting it was agreed to replace the lighting column which was not suitable for the
LED lantern at an anticipated cost of approximately £1000. The quotation from UKPN has now been
received and is substantially higher than anticipated due to the need for traffic management measures
while the column is changed. It is also recommended that the work takes place during school
holidays. They write: “The quote is £1774.00 plus VAT. If you wish to accept this quotation you must
make payment to us for the Price in full so that it is received in cleared funds before 5pm on 24
February 2020”
“The main reason for the traffic management is for the safety of the teams when on site and for the
pedestrians to be safely diverted around the work area because we may be blocking the footway while
excavating to do the work, the location is also near a bend in the road so I feel the traffic management
is required.”

4.4

Mares tail at the allotments – to consider quotation and whether the Parish Council wishes to accept
for a further 2-3 years
A three year contract was previously entered into with AC Tree and Garden for annual treatment of
the Mares tail but the work for last year does not appear to have been carried out and the contractors
have not been contactable. A quotation has been sought from Fergusons who write:
“The most efficient way to eradicate Mares tail is by herbicide application. (It would not be costs
effective to dig out) unless the allotment holders were to fork it out themselves.
The mares tail is going into the dormant season and the chemical would obviously not be effective in
late Autumn /early winter.
I would recommend chemical application in early may once the plant is growing again at an estimated
cost of £50 per application (plus VAT). Repeated applications would be required as this weed is very
difficult to kill.”
Does the Parish Council wish to accept the quote and put in place a contract for repeated treatment for
the next 2-3 years?

5.
5.1

Finance, procedure and risk assessment
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached.

5.2

Clerk report on any actions taken using delegated powers or because of risk or health and safety
The Acting Clerk approved interment in Old 210a.

5.3

To consider any matter that is urgent because of risk or health and safety
None at the time of writing that the Clerk is aware of.

5.4

To consider outstanding refund from LCPAS
The Clerk has written to LCPAS as follows, seeking reimbursement for the duplicated payment of
£90 for the affiliation fee paid earlier in the year. After they had claimed non-receipt, the Parish
Council had sent a replacement cheque, which was then banked along with the original.
“Hemingford Grey Parish Council writes to complain you have not as yet refunded the Council for
the £90 overpayment in its membership fee despite your commitment on 10 September that you
would do so. Hemingford Grey Parish Council regrets that it has to advise that it cannot afford to
ignore this. Unless the Council receives the £90 by return then it will have to consider at its next
meeting recovering the amount through the small claims court.”
This was sent by recorded delivery. At the time of this it had not been signed for.

6.

To receive reports and items from committees, working groups and members for information
only unless stated
Neighbourhood Plan Task Group (AM)
Cllr Meredith reports “The NPTG met on December 3rd 2019 to review the report on our Project
Inception Meeting with Cambridgeshire ACRE on 19th November.
Mark Deas and Natalie Blaken ran that November meeting and their comprehensive report is attached
to the agenda for the January council meeting.

6.1

The council is asked to note the resignation of Cllr Edward Byam-Cook from the NPTG and
is requested to nominate another Councillor to take his place.
The council is asked to note that Cllr Mark Sheridan has offered to project manage the NP and NPTG
recommend that this offer be accepted by the council and that the NPTG becomes the NP Steering
Group.
The council is asked to note that the NPSG intends to undertake the initial consultation with all
residents in March 2020. This will involve a brief questionnaire being delivered to all households and
targeted activities with children and other hard to reach groups. The aim will be to ensure that the
NPTG gathers as many residents' views as it can. Residents will be asked their views on the parish as
it is now and how they would like to see it maintained and/or improved.

The council is asked to note that the NPTG has commissioned Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide
support for the following; evidence base, planning policy context analysis and community
consultation. ACRE will also assist with obtaining the government grants that will cover their costs
and the costs associated with the initial resident consultation.
The council is asked to note that the NPSG will meet at the Pavilion every third Tuesday of the month
from 7pm and asks that all councillors promote these meetings to residents. The next meeting will be
on Tuesday 21st January.”
.
6.1.1 Proposal that the Council notes the resignation of Cllr Byam-Cook from the NPTG and appoints
another Councillor to take his place (AM)
6.1.2 Proposal that the Council accepts Cllr Sheridan’s offer to project manage the Neighbourhood Plan
and that the NPTG becomes the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (AM)
6.1.3 Proposal that the NP Steering Group undertakes the initial consultation with residents (AM)
6.1.4 Proposal that the Council commissions Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide further support and assist
with obtaining the government grants to cover the costs of ACRE and the initial resident consultation
(AM)

6.1.5 Proposal that the Council notes the NP Steering Group meeting schedule and that all councillors
promote these meetings to residents (AM)
6.2

Community Bird Box project
Cllr Meredith to provide a verbal update report.

6.3

Environment Working Group
Attached. Verbal report.

6.4
6.5
6.6

Report on CAPALC AGM(RW)
Proposal that the Council considers if first aid training should be offered to anyone interested(RA)
Proposal that the Council contracts the Somersham Town Band to formally for carols on the first

6.7
6.8
6.9

(RW)

Saturday in December (RA)
Proposal that the Parish Council purchase an improved set of Christmas Tree Lights(RA)
Proposal that the Council contract St Ives to Tree to put up the Christmas tree lights annually for a
specific number of years or until further notice(RA)
Proposal that the Council contract an electrician to check the Christmas tree lights annually for a
specific number of years or until further notice(RA)
“under the umbrella of the Hemingford Hub, REDACTED have been running a monthly Memory
Lane and Friendship group in the village for elderly and lonely residents and people with dementia.
We are self funding as we know the Hub has very limited financial resources
At our Christmas session, we had a very unfortunate situation where a club member collapsed and an
ambulance had to be called. While waiting for the crew, we were unable to provide any helpful or
practical first aid assistance
I understand there may be a Parish Council training budget and I wonder whether the PC would
consider putting myself or both of us through some first aid training as we are providing a service to
the community as volunteers
While we would always be willing to use our first aid skills out and about in the village if needed, we
would not be able to offer ourselves as First Aid Responders on permanent call.”

7.
7.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Resident - request for light baffle outside 18 Church Street
“I’m writing to request a baffle to the light attached to my house. At the moment our front bedrooms
are illuminated by this light and I would appreciate if a baffle could be fitted to reduce or prevent this
incursion.”
Cllr Waters to make a recommendation following discussion with the contractor.

7.2

NWR Hemingfords – request to plant a tree

“I belong to a group called NWR Hemingfords. We are part of the National Women's Register which
is a national association celebrating its 60th Anniversary in 2020. There are 30 members in our local
group.
As part of the celebrations groups are being asked if they could plant a tree in their local area and we
were wondering if we would be permitted to do this in Hemingford Grey. If this is something the
Parish Council could advise on, we would be very grateful. We would need guidance on where we
would be allowed to plant it, if we would be able to choose what type of tree, any regulations about
care of the tree, etc.”
A recommendation from the tree wardens is awaited and will be brought to the meeting if received.
7.3

CCC consultation on FP6 diversion
Attached.

7.4

CCC – Consultation on draft Climate Change and Environment Strategy
“Cambridgeshire County Council will be running a public consultation on our draft Climate Change
and Environment Strategy from 20 December 2019 to 31 January 2020. We are keen to hear the views
of our Parish Council’s on the Strategy, and to understand where you may be able to support us in our
vision for a Net Zero Cambridgeshire.
Emily Bolton
Energy Projects Officer. ENERGY INVESTMENT UNIT”
Letter attached.

7.5

CAPALC Buckingham Palace Garden Party invitation to nominate
“I am pleased to inform you, NALC has received invitations for Buckingham Palace Garden Parties
in May 2020.
DATE OF GARDEN PARTY
27 MAY 2020
DEADLINE FOR RETURN TO CAPALC
FRIDAY 17 JANUARY 2020
Please could you send us a brief description of the Chairman (previous or outgoing) your council
would like to nominate, detailing their length of service to your council, what they have contributed to
your community etc. Below are details of what are required by The Lord Chamberlain office:
The Lord Chamberlain has asked us to highlight a number of items therefore please read and ensure
that you comply with the following notes when making your nomination.
* Invitations are in recognition of PAST service as Chairmen of Parish Council and Town Mayors in
England and it is therefore appropriate that outgoing members, rather than those newly elected, should
be invited to attend.
* Guests must NOT have previously attended a Garden Party. This must be emphasised to potential
guests.”

7.6

To consider request from Hemingfords’ Action Group that a link to their website is put on the Parish
Council website
The Council should consider setting precedence for a pressure group and perhaps a disclaimer if it
goes ahead.

8.

Closure of meeting

New volume 2015
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There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed

Hemingford Grey Parish Council minutes

(Chairman)

(Date)

11 November 2019

HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
£
214310.69

Balance B/ Forward

Jan-20

ADJ'S + Chq's Approved at Previous Meeting
Adjustments
CHQ 22800

ADJUSTMENT

Payments
SALARIES & PENSION
LGS SERVICES
RS MEMORIALS
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
STANCOMBE FENCING
HDC
M COLLINGS
RIVER LANE NURSERIES
WAVE
HEMINGFORD DIRECTORY
VICTOIRE PRESS
READING ROOM
HEMINGFORD PAVILION
K&M STREETLIGHTS
SSE

ADMIN SUPPORT
ANNUAL MEMORIAL INSPECTION
S137 - POPPY WREATH
DAINTREE GREEN BOLLARDS
LITTER BIN COLLECTION
FERTILISER
TREES
ALLOTMENT WATER
NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
NEWSLETTER PRINTING
ROOM HIRE
ROOM HIRE
STREETLIGHT MAINTENANCE
STREETLIGHT ENERGY

-2504.62
-2268.07
-108.00
-12.00
-2877.60
-4620.00
-20.89
-188.00
-17.87
-120.00
-693.00
-87.00
-96.00
-87.88
-167.37 DD

Receipts
SANTANDER
SANTANDER
SANTANDER
PLOT 30A
PLOT 12A
PLOT 9
PLOT 22
PLOT 13B
PLOT 17A
PLOT 4A
PLOT 28
PLOT 16A
PLOT 19B
PLOT 8A
PLOT 20B
PLOT 20B
PLOT 27A
PLOT 7A
PLOT 18A
PLOT 16B
PLOT 21A
PLOT D4
PLOT 18B & 19A
PLOT NEW 359B
PLOT NEW 97 & 98
PLOT NEW 34A
PLOT 210A
PLOT 24
HMRC
PLOT 29A&B

INTEREST
INTEREST
INTEREST
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
INTERMENT FEE
ALLOTMENT RENT
INTERMENT FEE & TRANSFER
TRANSFER FEE
MEMORIAL REPAIR
INTERMENT FEE
ALLOTMENT RENT
VAT
ALLOTMENT RENT

12.56
12.15
12.56
15.31
17.81
30.62
35.62
15.31
15.31
15.31
30.62
15.31
16.87
15.31
1.56
13.75
15.31
30.62
42.81
17.81
15.31
145.00
30.62
180.00
100.00
54.00
340.00
30.62
16075.16
30.62

0.80

Total Fund movement
Balance revised after adjustments
Bank Reconciliation
Item
Unity Trust Current Acc
Santander Current Acc
Santander Deposit Acc
Total

3516.36
217827.05

Funds
500.00
175051.59
42275.46
217827.05

Amount (£)

Expenditure for month
SALARIES & PENSION
R WATERS
SOMERSHAM TOWN BAND
LGS SERVICES
LGS SERVICES
Total Expenditure
Balance c/f
Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the

Statement Outstanding
500
187,065.72
-12,014.13
42,275.46
229841.18
-12014.13

PADLOCK EXPENSES
CAROL EVENT
ADMIN SUPPORT
ADMIN SUPPORT

1704.58
35.10
160.00
2310.99
2198.59
6409.26
211417.79

Hemingford Grey
Neighbourhood Plan

Project inception meeting:
19th November 2019
Notes & actions

Proposal from Cambridgeshire ACRE
Company limited by guarantee No. 3690881 • Registered charity No. 1074032 •
• Registered office:
Unit 18, e-space North, 181 Wisbech Road, Littleport, Ely, CB6 1RA
• VAT Registration No. 838 5035 17

IN ATTENDANCE
Hemingford Grey Neighbourhood Plan Group:
Cllr Anne Meredith, Cllr Robin Waters, Cllr Richard Allen, Cllr Mark Sheridan, Peter Quest
Attendees: Annie Waters, Zena Ambrose
Cambridgeshire ACRE:
Mark Deas, Rural Housing, Planning & Economic Development Officer; Natalie Blaken, Nupremis
(Cambridgeshire ACRE associate)

KEY POINTS FROM MEETING
Objectives of meeting
• Develop work programme and timelines
• Identify and source external help required
• Cost external help and other resources to prepare bid to Locality for grant support
Neighbourhood Plan Group update
Hemingford Grey Parish Council’s application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area was
approved by Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) on 17th September 2018. The Neighbourhood
Plan boundary, which is the Parish Boundary, can be found here.
The Parish Council are leading the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) with the Hemingford Grey
Neighbourhood Plan Task Group (NPG). The current focus is to:
•
•
•
•

identify the scope and focus of the NP together with a future roadmap
address the need for effective consultation. NPG has a undertaken a limited amount of
consultation and it is recognised this needs to be enhanced
recruit residents and local experts
ensure the appropriate resources and funding are identified

Key Activities to date are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly meetings (with dates for 2020 agreed)
Updates in newsletter and on Parish Council website
Parish Council stand at the monthly Village Market
Housing Needs Survey (an affordable housing development is being progressed with Accent
Housing
Separate task group addressing the need for a new burial ground
The Parish has registered several Community Assets
Secured a legal agreement to take over the green spaces in the YES estate
Engaged with planners at HDC to discuss the NP

Key Issues / opportunities identified are:
•
•
•

There is no current development threat. The Local Plan identifies Hemingford Grey as a
small settlement and most of the settlement is in floodplain
Without a substantive issue to galvanise the community there is a need to engage them to
demonstrate that it is worthwhile and to sustain momentum
However, with the potential of changes to Government policy the NPG wants to be on the
front foot
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•
•

NP needs to have a parish / rural settlement focus
The YES estate is currently separate from the village with a distinctly younger demographic
and housing tenures are skewed towards buy to lets and affordable housing. A key issue is
recognising and including this community in the NP and addressing access to services and
facilities in Hemingford Grey village

The NPG recognise the need to increase community facilities and ensure the housing stock meets
local needs:
•
•
•
•
•

Cemetery
Small playground
Local football pitches
Need for 1 or 2 bedroom homes
More sympathetic housing design

ACTION: NPG with the support of Cambridgeshire ACRE to map out the next steps in the NP
process. The Locality Roadmap Guide is available here.
Vision & Objectives
The NPG has yet to develop a vision which provides an umbrella statement to reflect community and
stakeholder aspirations for the NP. The NPG has drafted a set of objectives (NPG 10th June 2019
presentation):
To influence any development, if it becomes necessary and desirable:
• Government housing policy subject to change
• Flood zones are subject to changed modelling parameters
• Government planning guidelines subject to ministerial whims
To enhance the sustainability of the village:
• New cemetery, new playing fields, car parking (for school, shops, sports, and other
community facilities)
• Climate Change
To improve transport infrastructure
• Walking and cycling
• Interventions to nudge
To protect and enhance our conservation area and heritage (landscape, built environment and
wildlife)
To retain community assets and green spaces
• Protection of assets and identify and seek to resolve gaps
To address housing needs
Action:

The NPG to define and consult upon the Vision Statement and objectives for the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Consultation
The NPG sees the consultation process as a critical step in developing the NP. The consultation on
the Parish Plan obtained a 65% response rate. Cambridgeshire ACRE discussed the need to
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understand what the purpose of the consultation is - what are you seeking to achieve and to ensure
that the consultation is relevant to the consultees you are addressing.
The consultation discussions have agreed:
• Distribute survey to all 1300 households with a map and a survey form. Likely to include 3
short questions with map annotated with key issues
• The purpose is to stimulate ideas – this is what we’ve got, what do you think, open
consultation
• Events
• Knock on doors to collect the survey
• Websites
• Newsletters
• Address younger generation particularly 11 to 18 years olds through snapchat, sports groups
• Employers and landowners also need to be identified and addressed
Areas of interest for consultation include (although stimulating new ideas is critical):
• Transport
• Environment
• Personal Safety
• Flooding 1/100 protection and the level of protection now obtained by new flood modelling
• Protection of smaller houses
• Design issues – eg. impact of modest developments in front gardens
• Inconsistent approach in determining change of use applications
• Potential development sites
The NPG agreed to engage with the community to recruit residents to help. NPG has also discussed
employing experienced consultants (if necessary) to ensure professional consultation process
including a questionnaire and meetings to involve all parish residents.
Cambridgeshire ACRE stressed the need for the NPG to engage with and have continuous
consultation with HDC officers. Cambridgeshire ACRE recommended that the NPG establishes a
positive working relationship with HDC, who have supported Neighbourhood Plans elsewhere in the
district.
Cambridgeshire Acre discussed the NP submission requires a consultation statement to accompany
the NP. Cambridgeshire Acre suggested that a record and note of the consultations be prepared and
kept up to date. This should include dates, objective of the consultation, responses made and how
the NPG addressed those responses and how it shaped the plan.
There is a range of good practice on community consultation available. Locality is a key source:
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/how-to-consult-with-your-community/
and https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/write-conduct-social-surveys-gatherdata-neighbourhood-plan/.
A consultation strategy is required to detail how the NPG will seek to complete the consultation and
identify and address consultees and stakeholders who may be more difficult to engage.
ACTION:

NPG to prepare a consultation log of work to date and develop a consultation
strategy and confirm the purpose of the next planned stage of community
consultation
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ACTION:

NPG need to update the village community on progress and next steps

ACTION:

Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide template community engagement strategy

Evidence base
The Parish Council and the Parish Plan contains a wealth of baseline information and detailed views
on aspects from residents following an extensive consultation. The Parish Plan deals with many
issues, some of which are spatial planning issues.
The NPG have some mapping capabilities using Parish online. NPG has also identified that the
Census predates the YES estate and therefore does not provide full information on the demographics
for this part of the settlement. Cambridgeshire ACRE discussed the availability of data through other
sources such as NOMIS, Cambridgeshire Insight and the level of geography that this data is available
for including Lower Super output areas. For example, The Indices of Deprivation has recently been
updated which is available at Lower Super Output Area. This assesses deprivation in terms of a range
of different domains such as income, education, health and access to services.
Action

Cambridgeshire ACRE to look at data boundaries available and provide links to
ONS / NOMIS website / Indices of Deprivation 2019

Cambridgeshire ACRE would recommend that the group compile a list of potential data sources and
collate existing information and determine what assessment / intelligence and evidence is needed to
provide the appropriate rationale for the objectives and planning policies.
Cambridgeshire ACRE suggested the group look at expertise within the parish and identify groups
and individuals who will be able to support the NP. This includes the Hemlocks, a local history group;
Liz Butterfield – book on houses of note in the parish; the application and background information
for the Ouse Washes AONB; and, Roger Mitchell, Chair of Cambridge Landscape Partnership.
Cambridgeshire ACRE recommends that the compilation of a Demographic & Socio-Economic Review
(DSER) which would provide the NPG with important background data and baseline information
using published intelligence. This work could be undertaken by Cambridgeshire ACRE or the NPG
with support from Cambridgeshire ACRE depending on NPG capacity.
ACTION:

Cambridgeshire ACRE to include preparation of DSER in offer of support.
Cambridgeshire ACRE to send an example to the NPG.

Cambridgeshire ACRE suggested undertaking a Character Assessment of the parish. This would
capture evidence on the physical built environment characteristics that people value and make
Hemingford Grey special. It could be used to influence the design of future developments. It was
suggested that this was a project that could be undertaken within the NPG. Locality and the RTPI
provide useful guidance.
In addition, the NPG may consider undertaking a Landscape Character Assessment which considers
both the landscape context of the village and the important gateways into and out of the village
which may be important to the landscape character and valued locally. This work is more likely to be
undertaken by a Landscape Architect. Cambridgeshire ACRE can provide contact details for local
Landscape Architects and links to guidance on Landscape Character Assessment.
Any further evidence is dependent upon the outcomes of the consultation with potential work on
wildlife corridors, flooding, open and green spaces and sports and community facilities.
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ACTION:

Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide link to good practice guidance on Character
Assessments toolkits

ACTION:

Cambridgeshire ACRE to provide link to CPRE guide on landscape character
assessments and neighbourhood planning. Cambridgeshire ACRE can also provide
details of landscape architects.

Cambridgeshire ACRE have completed a Housing Needs Survey for the parish. The survey identified
12 households that could be potential candidates for affordable housing (2 in shared ownership, with
majority requiring 1 or 2 bedroom units). The local housing market presents challenges for low
income families wanting to stay in the village and this is being exacerbated by extensions to existing
properties. The survey is being used to support a potential rural exception site. It has also identified
local market housing needs such as downsizing for older people.
Policy context
The Development Plan for Huntingdonshire consists of the following documents:
•
•
•

Huntingdonshire Local Plan 2036
County Wide Minerals and Waste Plans;
Neighbourhood Plans

The NP will need to be in conformity with national and local planning policy. Huntingdonshire DC will
provide some support to the NPG and have NP guidance. All Local Authorities have a statutory duty
to provide certain aspects of support to NPGs. They are directly funded to support some activities
such as the examination and referendum.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires local authorities to provide a housing figure
for the NP area if requested. This would provide an indication of the village’s share of the total
housing need across the district based on the Strategic Housing Market Assessment and Local Plan.
The role of a Housing Needs Assessment is to understand and plan for a NP’s fair share of wider
housing need. The housing figure for Hemingford Grey is likely to be low and comprise windfalls
sites. A site of 11 or more units would bring some affordable housing.
Cambridgeshire ACRE recommended undertaking a policy context analysis to sit within the Basic
Conditions Statement. At this stage this can focus on the results of the consultation work
undertaken to date. The policy context analysis will also help to scope the emerging NP by
identifying where it can add value to, and avoid duplicating, the Local Plan.
The NPPF now offers some ‘extra protection’ to areas with a Neighbourhood Plan. Paragraph 14 of
the NPPF says that, in situations where the development plan is out of date (e.g. where there is not a
5 year housing land supply), applications for housing development which conflict with a
Neighbourhood Plan will be resisted, provided a Neighbourhood Plan:
• is less than two years old;
• contains policies and allocations to meet its housing requirement;
• Huntingdonshire DC has at least a three (not five) year supply of housing land; and
• Huntingdonshire DC’s Housing Delivery Test (HDT) measurement is not less than 45%.
So if a plan is less than two years old and makes site allocations and policies which will enable it to
exceed the housing requirement set by HDC it has some extra protection.
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ACTION: Cambridgeshire ACRE to include proposals for a Policy Context Analysis that would be
suitable for inclusion within a Basic Conditions statement.
NPG capacity
The NPG includes councillors and other volunteers from the community. The group considered the
skills currently available and those that will be needed to complete a NP. A project manager needs to
be identified and it is good practice to draw more widely beyond the Parish Council.
Cambridgeshire ACRE can provide support and advice where this is built into the support agreement
and undertake specific pieces of work. However, project management responsibilities will rest with
the NPG. Good project management is essential to ensure the project runs smoothly and best value
is derived from the use of consultants.
The group should ensure that it is fit for purpose. Addressing the following issues will help:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Structure- fluid rather than formalised
Skill sets/ gaps (Treasurer, Architect/ Planner/ Surveyor, Communications, Statistician, IT,
Webmaster, Photographer (including access to aerial photos), Local history, Environment,
Flood expertise)
Use facebook community facing platform
Capacity building/ training
Support from Huntingdonshire DC – keen to support NP – Claire Bond
Relationship between NPG and Cambridgeshire ACRE
Locality resources – range of toolkits, good practice guides - and other resources (eg.
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental Records Centre https://www.cperc.org.uk/)

ACTION:

NPG to identify a project manager, complete a project plan and undertake a skills
audit

Available financial support
Locality Grant is available for £9,000. Each bid must be no less than £1,000 and no more than 4 bids
can be made over the life of the NP. Monies must be spent within the financial year or will be clawed
back by Locality (but can be bid for again). The grant cannot be used retrospectively.
Additionally, Locality offer Technical Assistance in the form of a range of support packages. Locality
have commissioned AECOM to undertake this technical work. This can include support in allocating
sites, preparing design codes and undertaking a Housing Needs Assessment.
There is also an Additional Support Grant (up to £8,000) for NPGs which meet certain criteria.
Cambridgeshire ACRE advised that a new Locality grant provides an additional fund (up to £10,000) if
the Parish is interested in allocating a site for ‘affordable housing for sale’ through the
Neighbourhood Plan. Affordable housing for sale includes discounted market sale housing, shared
ownership/ equity, Rent To Buy and Starter Homes. The grant is a pilot scheme available in this
financial year only unless extended by Locality.
Action:

NPG to examine Locality Website and explore packages and eligibility criteria
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Next Steps
Priorities for the NPG should be:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish a consultation strategy, log activity to date and keep consultees / community up to
date
Identify a project manager, project plan and key ‘expert’ groups and individuals
Prepare a bid to Locality for grant support to cover the period up to March 2020 to bring the
NP towards a defined focus and scope.
Prepare Demographic & Socio-Economic Review as an initial building block for the NP
evidence base
Prepare a Planning Policy Context analysis document
Continue to develop a working relationship with HDC planners
Undertake a workshop to define the vision and objectives and focus of the NP

Huntingdonshire’s ‘Neighbourhood and Community Planning Guide’ provides an overview of the
staged process, documents and assessments required to submit a Neighbourhood Plan – The toolkit
is available here.
OUTLINE WORK PLAN
The following outline workplan is divided into work that can be done before Locality grant support is
approved and work that should be undertaken afterwards. All Cambridgeshire ACRE work has been
assumed to be scheduled after grant support is confirmed as the grant cannot be used
retrospectively.
Pre-funding approval
NPG to identify project manager and develop project plan
NPG to develop and implement community consultation strategy, log activity to
date
NPG to continue recruiting volunteers
NPG to explore existing capacity and evidence
NPG to submit funding application

Dec 2019/ Jan
2020
Dec 2019/
March 2020
Ongoing
Dec 2019/ Jan
2020
Dec 2019

Post – funding approval
Implement community consultation strategy

Winter /Spring
2020

Produce Demographic, & Socio-Economic Review for Hemingford Grey
(Cambridgeshire ACRE could undertake or advise)

Feb /Mar 2020

Produce character assessment and/or landscape character assessment
(Could be a mixture of in-house and commissioning)

Feb /Mar 2020

Produce a planning policy context analysis for Hemingford Grey
(Cambridgeshire ACRE could undertake or advise)
Facilitated workshop to scope NP (Cambridgeshire ACRE)

Feb /Mar 2020
April 2020
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Undertake further evidence collection and community/ stakeholder
engagement to address gaps and issues identified in the workshop (Roles to be
determined)

Ongoing

The timings above are indicative but are supposed to be end dates by which time each activity will
have been completed.
The aim of this first phase is to develop a representative NPG with robust project management
procedures. The NPG will oversee the triangulation of community engagement, evidence and policy
analysis culminating in a scoping workshop to identify the key themes and objectives for the NP.
The workshop will help to identify what must, what could and what should not be included in the NP.
This will help to identify future priorities including developing the evidence base for the next phase
of the NP work programme.
COSTS
Cambridgeshire ACRE work is costed at £400 per day plus VAT. This will include reasonable expenses
such as travel to meetings in Hemingford Grey. Cambridgeshire ACRE’s charges for neighbourhood
planning support are likely to increase at some stage in the near future. However, all work
contracted against this specific support proposal will be charged for at the stated costs.
For each activity listed below, the role that Cambridgeshire ACRE will play is described alongside the
number of days committed to the activity.
Activity

Cambridgeshire ACRE role

Days work

Evidence base

Produce ‘Demographic & Socio-Economic Review’
with all sources fully referenced and key data used
provided in supporting spreadsheets

2.5

Or, provide advice and signposting support to NPG

1.0

Planning policy context
analysis

Review Local Plan policies and NPPF, liaise with
Huntingdonshire DC and produce report identifying
key issues, gaps and opportunities

2.5

Community consultation

Advice & support in developing and implementing
community consultation strategy

1.0

Scoping workshop to progress
themes, objectives and policy
ideas

2020 /2021 financial year

3.0

Produce initial SWOT analysis. Facilitate workshop
with NPG and other key stakeholders to scope
themes, objectives and policy ideas. Will include
presentation of key findings from evidence and
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policy work. Produce post-workshop report.
On this basis, Cambridgeshire ACRE could provide a range of support from 7.5 days to 9.0 days. The
cost would therefore range from £3,000 plus VAT to £3,600 plus VAT. However, it is recommended
that the scoping workshop is delayed until post April 2020 which means it is ineligible for grant
funding at present. This would mean support costs for 2019/20 could range from 4.5 days to 6.0 days
(£1,800 plus VAT to £2,400 plus VAT).
The range reflects the choices available to the NPG in terms of what work they want to undertake
themselves. Therefore, the above list is effectively a menu of items that the NPG could include in
their Locality grant application. It is recommended that a further discussion takes place with
Cambridgeshire ACRE before the application is submitted.
Cambridgeshire ACRE will provide telephone support for the funding application at no charge.
In addition, the NPG should consider other direct costs that it could incur in undertaking its role.
These are most likely to relate to the consultation and communication work required and could
include:
• Printing and/or postage of consultation, publicity and survey materials
• Work on website
• Hiring venues/ refreshments
No costs can be claimed against the Locality support grant retrospectively.
Natalie Blaken/ Mark Deas
Cambridgeshire ACRE
November 2019
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HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL

Environment Log 6 January 2020

Ser
No

Date

Issue

Comment

Response

Action

Status 6 Jan 2020

WHO!

Due Date

9

Apr -18

Village street lights

Council accepted proposals for 89 lamps
and 25 columns on 14 Jan 19

UKPN payment in
advance cheque signed

Place orders on K&M
from April

UKPN connections
gradual! Clerk
complained to UKPN

UKPN, K&M,

By Dec 19

16

Jun 18

Thorpe/Manor Rd
junction yellow
lines

Pavilion committee has asked for double
yellow lines by the noticeboards at the
Thorpe/Manor Rd junction

Formal request made but
also complaint about
parking on inside of bend
on pavement.

PC agreed to meeting
with police to include
school parking – from 38
below

RSW has contacted
Huntscops & received
holding reply

RSW to chase

Urgent

17

Jun 18

Dog control

Ongoing issue with enforcement
responsibility with HDC. Allotment signs
disappeared.

Contact HDC officers and
cllrs.

Contact DD and RA

DD checking with HDC
dog warden on current
situation.

DD

ASAP

19

June 18

Dog poo bins on
YES Estate

Location for these to be advised by Cllrs
Puttick and Dew

Locations agreed by Cllrs
Puttick & Waters

Both bins stored with DC

Awaiting lease of land
from HDC.

HDC Clerk

ASAP

37

Jan 19

Manor Rd flooding

Indicates drain blockage under footpath
and/or Manor Rd culvert to The Thorpe

Need to contact CCC
Highways

Photo of latest flood to
be sent to CCC

Contact CCC Highways

RW

ASAP

43

April 19

Status of large
trees on YES Estate

Two trees covered in ivy on boundary of
YES Estate with Field Lodge. Have HDC had
these surveyed? If so – what are results?

Email to Tamsin Miles at
th
HDC on 29 April

Response received mid
December! Actual survey
was done in May.

Clerk to report and tree
wardens ready to carry
out PC survey Jan 2020

Clerk

ASAP

45

April 19

Speed indicating
sign

Sign failed when mains powered and has
been returned to supplier. (November 19)

No response to 6 Jan -

Clerk to chase

Broken with supplier.

Clerk, K&M

Nov 19

46

Mists of
time!

Pound Road
Roundabout

Currently sprayed for weeds but awaiting
planting of grass and/or shrubs and ground
cover.

Several potential
contractors contacted.
Default is Fergusons to
plant grass in September

Fergusons have
flattened and seeded.
Could still go to
groundcover.

RW, SJ

Nov19

49

June 19

State of Roads in
the Parish

PC has asked EWG to report on the state of
roads in the Parish for next meeting.

EWG to produce paper on
how various highway
issues are reported and
prioritised

Collect further ideas from
other contractors. Two
parish based businesses
have estimated.
Cllrs and residents to be
encouraged to use CCC
reporting tools but need
more guidance on ‘who
does what’! Possible
return of street wardens

September newsletter
carries request for
residents to report
issues. None received!

RW et al

Sept 19

51

June 19

Road and animal
safety.

The new hedgehog warning sign could help
with slower speeds and fewer road kills of
small animals.

Considered by PC in July

Deferred by PC for more
information

Awaiting JF action on
more info

JF

Sept 19

54

July 19

Bird boxes

Proposal from AM and JF to promote bird
boxes in conjunction with other village
organisations.

To be agreed and
recommended to council

Approved by PC

Now scheduled for 11
January 2020.

AM/JF

Winter
19/20

th

Ser
No

Date

Issue

Comment

Response

Action

Status 6 Jan 2020

WHO!

Due Date

To be agreed and
recommended to council

Agreed in principal but
needs clarification of
responsibilities

EWG agreed first step of
clarifying current parish
verge maintenance
responsibilities.

SJ, RW

Jan 20

55

July 19

Wild flower verges

Proposal from AM, SJ and JF to plant trial
verge asap

56

Sep 19

Replace Bin at
Shop

Bin outside shop is rusted and needs
replacing

Need to order
replacement

Approved by PC

Clerk is ordering

Clerk

Nov 19

57

Sep 19

Consider future of
handyman

Terry returned to work in December and is
fully fit.

Need for normal staff
report.

n/a

n/a.

Clerk/F&P

Nov 19

58

Sep 19

Tree maintenance
recommendations

Tree wardens report that tree no 134 on
Daintree Green and nos 6 & 11 need
removing.

EWG agreed that these
trees should be removed.

Approved by PC. Clerk is
tendering

Await tenders

PC, Clerk

Nov 19

59

Sep 19

New dog bin for
Mitchell Close

Current litter bin in play area often has dog
poo and is close to seat. A separate dog bin
outside the play area suggested.

EWG agreed that this
should be proposed

Approved by PC

Clerk Is ordering

Clerk

Nov 19

61

Oct 19

Pennywort invasive
weed in Ouse

Resident has asked about responsibilities
for Pennywort weed in river

RW contacted Jones
Boatyard and EA.

EA has winter programme
for removing weed from
whole of river.

Report to PC, publicise
EA programme

PC, Comms

Done

62

Oct 19

Consider CCC lack
of maintenance

Various footpath and road signs not being
repaired/replaced and railing around
ditches in potentially dangerous condition

Continue to report on CCC
website. Should we do
more?

Gather further site
specific evidence

All councillors
encouraged to send
issues to RW

EWG

Ongoing

63

Nov 19

Tree clearance
around lights

Some lights need clearance of branches
and/or addition of cantilever arms

Need to order from K&M
when they do new LEDs
and arrange clearance of
branches

PC approved up to
£500 and RW and DD
would identify sites

Sites to be identified

RW, DD K&M

Jan 20

64

Nov 19

Confusing signage
for cycles in
Hemingford Rd

CCC signage opposite Pembroke Close can
be interpreted as encouraging cycling on
the north side pavement.

Raise again with CCC

Have put on CCC
report site

Chase response

RW

Nov 19

65

Dec 19

Local Electricity Bill

Power for the People is asking Parish
Councils to support this bill which is
supported by over 100 MPs.

To be considered by next
EWG meeting

Draft discussion points
for EWG

Await next meeting

EWG

Feb 2020

66

Dec 19

Meadow Lane
flooding

Residents of Meadow lane/Meadow Close
concerned at flooding of Meadow Lane
despite flood bank

Residents and RW met
with EA on site on 22 Dec

EA agreed to review
their response(s) in
Jan 2020

RW has taken advice
from J Hesp and will
draft input to the EA

RW, Clerk

Jan 2020

Ser
No

Date

67

Dec 19

68

Dec 19

Issue

Comment

Climate Change
and Environment
Strategy Action
Plan for Cambs.

CCC have published New Climate Change
and Environment Strategy and Action Plan
for Cambridgeshire and require PC
comments by 31 Jan

Broken manhole
cover outside No 9
St Ives Road

This is a Virgin Cable cover and it is the
‘surround’ that is broken rather than the
‘lid’

Proposals to next PC meeting
No proposals needing PC approval this month.

Response

Action

Status 6 Jan 2020

WHO!

Due Date

To be considered by next
EWG meeting

Draft discussion points
for EWG

Await next meeting

EWG

Jan 2020

Notified to Virgin and
also via CCC highways

Nothing to date

Needs chasing

RW

Jan 2020

My ref:
Your ref:
Date:

PO98

Contact:
Tel:
E Mail:

Tom Ruszala
01223 715626
tom.ruszala@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

13 November 2019

Place and Economy
Executive Director, Steve Cox
Highways Service

Sent by email

Box No. STA2101
Stanton Way Depot
Stanton Way
Huntingdon
PE29 6PY
Dear consultee,
Application to divert Public Footpath No. 6, Hemingford Grey
Cambridgeshire County Council has received an application to divert Public Footpath No. 6 in
the parish of Hemingford Grey. The diversion is proposed under section 119 of the Highways
Act 1980. Please see the attached plan for details of the location of the route. The route of
the footpath currently recorded on the Definitive Map and Statement is from points A-B-C on
the plan. The proposed diverted line of the footpath runs from points A-D-E-F-G on the plan.
Please note that note that the application to divert the footpath is intended to bring the legal
record in line with the alignment of the route that is already in place on the ground. Due to a
map anomaly the legal line of the public footpath (A-B-C) currently passes through the
garden of 4 Meadow Close.
As part of the application to divert the footpath, the applicant has agreed to improve the
surface of the path between points F and G, widen the entrance of the path to Meadow
Close at point A and remove branches overhanging the footpath between points E and F.
Public Footpath No. 6, Hemingford Grey currently does not have a width recorded in the
Definitive Statement. The new route is proposed to have a width of 1.4 metres.
I would be grateful if I could receive any representation you wish to make on the proposals
by 11th December 2019.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or wish to discuss this
matter further.

Chief Executive Gillian Beasley

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Tom Ruszala
Asset Information Definitive Map Officer

Chief Executive Gillian Beasley

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

My ref:
Date:
Contact:
Telephone:
E Mail:

CCES 2019/20 – Parish Councils
22/11/2019
Sheryl French
01223 728552
sheryl.french@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Place and Economy
Environment and Commercial
Box No SH1315
Shire Hall
Castle Hill
Cambridge
CB3 0AP

Dear Parish Clerk,
Cambridgeshire County Council declared a Climate and Environment Emergency in May 2019. As
part of this declaration the Council is developing a Climate Change and Environment Strategy and
Action Plan. The Strategy outlines how we will: reduce the carbon footprint of the Council and the
County; help our communities adapt to the change already happening; and enhance nature and
the benefits it provides.
As part of the Strategy development, the County Council is keen to understand what our Parish
Councils and their communities think of the targets and actions we have set ourselves and how you
can work with us to bring forward some of the changes that are needed to the way we live and
work. We will shortly be launching a consultation on the draft Strategy and Action Plan, and we
would like to invite you to review it and provide feedback. You as a Council may also have declared
a Climate Emergency and we would be interested to hear what actions you have taken since then
and how we as a body could aid you.
The consultation will be available online from 20 December 2019 to 31 January 2020, where you
will find a copy of the Strategy documents and our questionnaire, through which you can provide
feedback. The consultation will be hosted on ConsultCambs website:
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/climate-strategy
You may wish to add this matter onto the agenda for discussion at your January meeting, in order
to ensure that you are able to respond within the consultation timeframe. Should you wish for a
member of the Climate Change and Environment Strategy project team to attend your meeting,
please let me know as soon as possible, so that this can be arranged.
Your responses will be highly valuable to us and will ensure that the Strategy meets the needs of
our communities as well as the Council. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in
touch.
Yours sincerely,

Chief Executive Gillian Beasley

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Sheryl French, Project Director, Mobilising Local Energy Investment

Chief Executive Gillian Beasley

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

