dHEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL
I hereby give notice that the Meeting of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee will be held on
Monday 9 March 2020 in the Reading Room, Hemingford Grey at 7.00 pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present.
The order of business may be varied at the Chairman’s discretion.
All members of the Council’s Planning Committee are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of
considering and resolving upon the business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below.

Mr Ben Stoehr, Deputy Clerk
03/03/20

AGENDA
Comments and observations from members of the public and reports from the District Councillor on items on
this agenda only
1.

To receive apologies for absence

2.

To receive any declaration of interests

3.

To approve the minutes of the last meeting

4.

Matters arising
4.1
19/02280/FUL – The How, Houghton Road, St Ives – DLA Town Planning correspondence on
amendments to application

5.

To consider planning applications, decision notices and tree works applications or pre-application

approaches received*
5.1

Planning applications
5.1.1 20/00051/HHFUL – 41 St Ives Road – Construction of a detached garage in the front garden area with
associated minor changes to driveway shape
5.1.2 20/00228/CLPD – 14 Skylark Place – Single storey extension to rear
5.1.3 20/00234/HHFUL – 16 Langley Way – Demolition of existing garage and erection of new attached
garage
5.1.4 20/00290/HHFUL – 10 Pound Road – Proposed single storey side extension
5.1.5 20/00285/FUL | F Vindis And Sons Ltd Low Road - Demolition of existing structures and

proposed erection of 105 dwellings together with associated works including a pedestrian
boardwalk.
5.2

Decision notices, appeals notices, enforcement notices and planning correspondence
5.2.1 19/02441/HHFUL – 38 High Street – Erection of a detached timber framed open car port
(retrospective) – Permission granted
5.2.2 20/00087/NMA – 42 Marsh Lane – Amendment to 19/01490/HHFUL – Rear bedroom window
changed to French doors with sidelight windows – Permission granted

5.3

Tree Works applications
5.3.1 20/00344/TREE – Water’s Edge, Meadow Lane – to note response submitted by Tree Wardens

6.

CCC consultation on review of County Planning, Minerals and Waste Enforcement Plan

7.

Chairman’s report on other matters for information only

8.

Closure of meeting

* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the
Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current
consultations on http://publicaccess.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/online-applications/

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hemingford Grey Parish Council,
30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
Tel: 01954 210241Email: parish.clerk@hemingfordgreyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clerk report to the Planning Committee on 9 March 2020
3.

To approve the minutes of the last meeting - attached

4.
4.1

Matters arising
19/02280/FUL – The How, Houghton Road, St Ives – DLA Town Planning correspondence on
amendments to application
“I refer to the above planning application. Further to consultation responses and feedback from
HDC officers, the applicants are proposing to considerably reduce the amount of development
proposed. I will forward your revised plans as soon as they are available, but in the meantime I
attach a plan which indicates the plots that will be removed from the scheme. There will be
further adjustments to the remaining plots to the east of The How.
The applicants have also erected Towers on the site to reflect the siting and height of the
proposed dwellings closest to the southern boundary. This will give an accurate indication of the
visibility of these units from surrounding land. If any Councillors would like to access the site
itself to view these, please contact me so that I can arrange a convenient time. Please also call
me if there is anything else that you wish to discuss.”
Mark Williams
DLA Town Planning Ltd
Amended site layout plan attached.
Other to note:
(4.3 of January meeting) – Eucalyptus tree at 36 Hemingford Road
The following has been received from the HDC Enforcement Officer:
“I have received notification that a Fir Tree sapling has been replanted to replace the large
Eucalyptus Tree that was removed without consent. This is was type of tree that was agreed by
the owner and Arboricultural Officer as an acceptable replacement.
I shall be completing a site visit to visually inspect the tree and inform the owner of their
responsibilities regarding the care and nurturing of the tree moving forward.
As long as I am satisfied that the sapling is a healthy specimen of the type described then I will
be closing this case.
Thank you for notifying us of the situation allowing us to work with the owner for replacement.
If you have any further questions with regards to this then please do get in touch.”

5.3.1

20/00344/TREE – Water’s Edge, Meadow Lane – to note response submitted by Tree Wardens

“Both Tree wardens visited the application site on Sunday 23 February. The tree in
question has no amenity value and is, indeed, likely to fall down anyhow with time. We
therefore support its removal. There is plenty of room for a replacement tree in the
vicinity: we would suggest, for example, another Willow planted nearer to the water
would be appropriate.”
6.

CCC consultation on review of County Planning, Minerals and Waste Enforcement Plan
“I am writing to invite your views on the Local Enforcement Plan for Minerals and Waste
Development in Cambridgeshire which has recently been updated. The plan sets out the Council’s
approach to achieving planning compliance at mineral extraction and processing, and waste
management sites and we are seeking your views on the new draft version.
The consultation on the attached plan will start on 26 February 2020 and run until 8 April 2020.
Please send any comments on the plan to: planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Alternatively you may wish to put your comments in writing to:
Cambridgeshire County Council
County Development, Minerals and Waste Planning
Box No. CC1213
Shire Hall
Castle Hill
Cambridge
CB3 0AP
A summary of all the responses that are received by the close of the consultation period on 8 April
2020 will placed on our website. The summary will include a list of names of organisations that
responded but not people’s personal names, addresses or other contact details.
All responses to the consultation will be considered and will inform any changes to the plan
before the amended plan is presented to Planning Committee for consideration and approval prior
to implementation. We will provide you with a link to the final document at the end of the

consultation process.
Thank you for your help in this matter. If you have any queries, please contact me directly.”
Deborah Jeakins
Principal Enforcement and Monitoring Officer
Cambridgeshire County Council
01223 715544
Draft enforcement plan attached.
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HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Hemingford Grey Parish Council’s Planning Committee Meeting
held on Monday 10 February 2020 at 7.00 pm in the Reading Room
Present: Cllrs:

Anne Meredith (Chairman)
Richard Allen
Janice Flint

Sarah Jakes
Mark Sheridan
Robin Waters

In attendance:

14 members of the public, Neil Martin and Alex Clark (McCarthy and
Stone) and Mr Ben Stoehr (Acting Clerk).

Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County and
District Councillors
Neil Martin and Alex Clark of McCarthy and Stone gave a presentation on their proposals for
28 bungalows and 18 apartments with a mixture of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom dwellings.
McCarthy and Stone would retain ownership of the open spaces and the pavilion, which will
have guest accommodation; this would be funded via the service charge.
There will be flood storage in an adjacent field which will be reduced by 50cm to compensate
for the increase of the ground level from development.
It is expected that the planning application will be submitted to HDC in March or April, with
the occupation of the first bungalow in autumn 2021.
Most properties will have two parking spaces to avoid parking on the road and open spaces.
The following concerns and queries were raised:
 Traffic and the access off London Road.
 Clearance of the land. McCarthy and Stone claimed that this was not their usual
practice and had been carried out by the landowner.
 Restrictions on Ground rents and service charges.
 Flooding. The Local Plan to 2036 had designated any undeveloped areas south of the
river as unsuitable.
 The suitability of the site for a retirement community. There is poor access to
facilities.
 Concerns about the lack of integration and the potential isolation of residents.
 The inclusion of two storey dwellings and affordable apartments with no lifts.
 The feasibility of digging a pond in a flood plain was queried. The drainage field will
remain in the ownership of the current landowner.
 The allocation of apartments for affordable housing. It was observed that some
residents of working age would prefer bungalows and those not eligible for affordable
housing might prefer apartments.
Iain Muspratt, on behalf of the Hemingfords’ Action Group, reported that the closing date for
objections to the Astro Turf site planning application was on 12 February. Residents were
urged to respond. The Group had commented on the Draft Minerals and Waste Local Plan. An
application for designation of the Golf Club as an Asset of Community Value was being
prepared. The golf range, shop, conference centre and restaurant had been sold to another
organisation.
1.

To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Puttick, Elliott and Byam-Cook and from County
Cllr Ian Bates.

2.

Declarations of interest
Cllr Allen declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item on the London Road
development.
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3.

To approve the minutes of the last meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 13 January be approved and signed by
the Chairman, after an amendment under item 4.2 to add “if a TPO is applicable” at
the end (Prop RA, 2nd MS, unanimous)

4.
4.1

Matters arising
(4.2) Proposed Development of Land off Old London Road spur
Noted, this will be discussed when the planning application is received.

5.

To consider planning applications, decision notices and tree works applications
or pre-application approaches
5.1
Planning applications
5.1.1 20/00087/NMA - 67 High Street - Re-roof Artist's studio
RESOLVED, noting that the application should be designated LBC not NMA, to
make no comment. (Prop RW, 2nd AM, unanimous)
5.1.2 20/00004/HHFUL - 19 Pound Road - New porch to front elevation
RESOLVED that the Parish Council recommends approval as this is a minor addition
and complements the varied street scene. (Prop AM, 2nd RA, unanimous)
5.1.3 20/00087/NMA - 42 Marsh Lane - Amendment to 19/01490/HHFUL: Rear bedroom
window changed to French doors with sidelight windows
RESOLVED to recommend approval as the application fits in with the design and is
invisible from the street. (Prop RW, 2nd SJ, unanimous)
5.1.4 20/00262/NMA – 5 The Thorpe – Amendment to 19/01614/HHFUL. Materials and
fenestration alterations to rear extension
RESOLVED to recommend approval as materials are in keeping and the change of
window is acceptable. (Prop AM, 2nd RA, unanimous)
5.1.5 20/80025/COND – Waters Edge, Meadow Lane – Conditional information for
19/02087/FUL C8 A&B (Archaeology WS1)
RESOLVED to note that bones from a Quaker burial site had been discovered.
5.2
Decision notices, appeals notices, enforcement notices and planning correspondence
5.2.1 19/80377/COND – Lake Ashmore, Gore Tree Road – Conditional information for
19/01168/FUL – C4 (Rescue boat), C5 (Additional landscaping) and C9 (Materials) –
application for condition discharge
5.2.2 19/00278/FUL – The How, Houghton Road, St Ives (original application) –
Refurbishment, extension and conversion of The How and The Lodge, demolition of
existing outbuildings, erection of two new buildings, improvements to existing access,
associated car parking and landscaping and provision of 22 dwellings, including 7
affordable units - Withdrawn
5.2.3 19/01156/FUL – 16 The Thorpe – Demolition of existing bungalow and the erection of
a new dwelling – Permission granted
5.2.4 19/01561/FUL – Building South of Gore Tree Farm, Mere Way – Residential
conversion and extension of an existing agricultural building with approval for
residential conversion pursuant to 18/00780/PMBPA – Permission granted. The Parish
Council had recommended refusal.
5.2.5 19/01831/HHFUL – 26 High Street – Construction of carport – Permission granted
5.2.6 19/01859/HHFUL – 41 St Ives Road – Erection of a single storey garage – Permission
refused. The Parish Council had also recommended refusal.
5.2.7 19/01907/FUL – 56 High Street – Alterations and change of use of outbuilding from
offices to ancillary residential accommodation – Permission granted
5.2.8 19/01908/LBC – 56 High Street – As above, listed building application – Permission
granted
5.2.9 19/01967/HHFUL – 11B Gore Tree Road – Proposed single storey extensions to the
rear, side and front – Permission granted
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5.2.10 19/01625/HHFUL - 4 Pembroke Close St Ives - Proposed two storey and single storey
side extensions and single storey rear extension and installation of timber boarding –
Permission Granted
5.2.11 19/01917/FUL - Agricultural Buildings Long Lane Farm Long Lane - Change of use
of an agricultural building and land to create one dwelling and construction of an
access track (pursuant to approval 18/02402/FUL) – Permission granted
5.2.12 19/02087/FUL - Waters Edge Meadow Lane - Demolition of existing dwelling and
erection of a replacement dwelling - Permission granted
5.2.13 19/02369/TREE - Iceni House Mill Lane - Permission granted
5.2.14 19/02416/LBC - 10 Limes Park St Ives - Install replacement patio door to rear of
property - Permission granted
5.2.15 19/02473/TRCA - 7 Meadow Close - Permission granted
5.2.16 19/02474/TREE - Island Hall Mill Lane – Permission granted
5.2.17 19/02552/TRCA - Hemingford Grey House Church Street – Permission granted.
5.3
Tree Works applications
5.3.1 19/02594/TRCA - 22 The Thorpe
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments.
5.3.2 20/00145/TRCA – Jamal 4 Madeley Court
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments.
5.3.3 20/00021/TRCA - 2 Norman Court
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments.
5.3.4 20/00042/TRCA - 14 Norman Court
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments.
5.3.5 20/00062/TRCA - 3 Vicarage Fields
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments.
6.

Chairman’s report on other matters for information only
None.

7.

Closure of meeting
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.00 pm.

Signed

(Chairman)
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1 Introduction and
Purpose
1.1

Local planning authorities should consider
publishing a local enforcement plan to
manage enforcement proactively, in a way
that is appropriate to their area. This
should set out how they will monitor the
implementation of planning permissions,
investigate alleged cases of unauthorised
development and take action where it is
appropriate.”

Cambridgeshire County Council (the
Council) is committed to delivering an
effective and proportionate planning
control service for ‘County matters’
which are defined in Schedule 1 of The
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) and The Town and Country
Planning (Prescription of County
Matters) (England) Regulations 2003,
i.e. those relating to mineral and waste.

1.4

The
Council
also
determines
applications for its own development
such as new roads and transportation
schemes, and education facilities under
Regulation 3 of the Town and Country
Planning Regulations
1992 (as
amended), but is not the Local Planning
Authority responsible for any other
planning matters that take place within
the County.
1.2

1.3

Section 55 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 (as amended) defines
‘development’ as:
‘…the carrying out of building,
engineering,
mining
or
other
operations, in, on, over or under land or
the making of any material change in
the use of any buildings or other land.’

The purpose of this Enforcement Plan
(the Plan) is to explain our approach to
achieving planning compliance at
mineral and waste management sites
within Cambridgeshire. The Plan also
sets out what action can be taken and
how decisions will be made in respect of
pursuing formal action.

1.5

A Breach of planning control is defined
under section 171A (1) of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended, as carrying out development
without
the
required
planning
permission or failing to comply with any
condition or limitation subject to which
planning permission has been granted.

1.6

Our approach consists of two broad
elements: monitoring and enforcement.
Monitoring refers to the proactive
periodic inspection of permitted
mineral and waste management sites.
Monitoring mineral and waste sites is a
statutory duty under Regulation 19 of
The Waste (England and Wales)
Regulations 2011.

The publication of this Plan accords with
paragraph 58 of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF), published
February 2019, which states:

“Effective enforcement is important to
maintain public confidence in the
planning system. Enforcement action is
discretionary, and local planning
authorities should act proportionately in
responding to suspected breaches of
planning control.
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Enforcement
refers
to
how
investigations into allegations that a
breach of planning control has occurred
will be undertaken, and, where
appropriate, the steps that the Council
may pursue to remedy a breach.

2 General Principles
2.1

A key principle of the Council’s
approach to planning is to support
sustainable growth, which takes into
account the needs of the environment.

2.2

The principles in this Plan align with the
vision, corporate objectives and
priorities of the Council.

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

Each set of circumstances is unique and
must be considered on its own merits.
However,
the Regulators’ Code
published by the Department for
Business Innovation and Skills in April
2014 sets out the general principles of
good enforcement and these include
transparency,
consistency
and
accountability.

2.7 All officers undertaking enforcement
activities will be duly authorised under
the Council’s scheme of delegation and
will be appropriately trained to
undertake their enforcement duties,
and understand the principles of good
regulation.

3 Enforcement and
Compliance Objectives
3.1

The Council’s enforcement and
monitoring objectives are to ensure
that:
 serious or irremediable harm
occurring as a result of mineral and
waste development is prevented
and / or addressed;
 site operators, landowners and
occupiers comply with the planning
conditions imposed by the Council;
and
 breaches of planning control are
addressed reasonably, appropriately
and proportionately.

3.2

These objectives are intended to help:

Effective enforcement should be risk
based and not necessarily limited to
formal enforcement actions; it can
include preventative measures such as
inspections to check compliance with
legal or other requirements and the
provision of advice and guidance to
support compliance.
All Council officers with responsibility
for planning matters will have regard to
the Enforcement Plan, the Regulators’
Code and relevant legislation and
guidance. The Council will only take
action which is proportionate to the
planning harm and to the seriousness of
any breach of planning control.




3.3

Where a breach of planning control has
been confirmed, officers will usually
begin by trying to secure compliance
with the use of an advisory approach.
However, in certain circumstances, this
will not be appropriate and further
action will be considered necessary to
remedy the planning harm being
caused.
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maintain the integrity of the
decision-making process; and
ensure that public confidence in the
decision-making process is
maintained.

When it is considered necessary and
expedient to do so, the Council will act
decisively and liaise closely with other
enforcement agencies in order to
reduce any adverse effects that
unauthorised development has on local
amenity and minimise any damage to
the environment.

4 Monitoring Visits and
Fees
4.1

The main purpose of a monitoring visit
is to check compliance with conditions
of the relevant planning permission(s)
and, if relevant, legal agreement(s)
relating
to
mineral
or
waste
development.
These
planning
permissions may include complex and
technical
conditions, which
are
designed to mitigate the impact of the
activity.

4.2

The Town and Country Planning (Fees
for Applications, Deemed Applications,
Requests and Site Visits) (England)
Regulations 2012 (as amended) enable
the Council to charge a fee for
monitoring
permitted
mineral
extraction and landfill sites, from the
date
that
the
permission
is
implemented to the end of the
aftercare period.

4.3



where the whole or a part of the site
is active the fee is £397; or
if the site is inactive or dormant the
fee is £132.

Monitoring visits will serve to:
 allow the Council to gain an overall
impression of the day-to-day
operation of the site, chart progress
to date, and identify and address
potential problems before they
arise;
 encourage good operational
practice rather than punish bad
practice;
 act as a means of regular liaison
with operators; and
 provide information to support any
site liaison forums.

5 Assessing Complaints
5.1

The Council will investigate complaints
alleging a breach of planning control
within Cambridgeshire, which are
‘County matters’.

5.2

Anonymous complaints or complaints
that appear to be vexatious in nature
will not normally be investigated, unless
they allege a serious breach of planning
control that is capable of being verified
by a Council Officer.

5.3

All complaints are assessed and
prioritised based on the potential
severity of the issues raised and the
risks determine the timescales for the
investigation. The Council will aim to
meet the timescales for visiting
complaint sites shown in the table on
the following page:

The monitoring fees are set by
Government and, at the time of
publishing this Plan, the following
monitoring fees are payable:


4.4

4.5

The cost of visiting other types of
mineral and waste management sites,
such as waste transfer stations, material
recycling facilities, energy from waste
plants, scrap yards and mineral rail
heads (including any associated
industrial development), is borne by the
Council.
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Description of harm
High

Site Visit

Severe risk of irreversible harm occurring
within 3
County matters which may cause immediate or irreversible harm
working
either to:
days
 local amenity;
 designated sites under the Ramsar1 international wetlands
convention, special protection areas, special areas of
conservation, sites of special scientific interest, scheduled
monuments, habitats of statutorily protected species, local nature
reserves or county wildlife sites;
 human health and/or safety;
 potable ground and/or surface water supplies; or
 archaeological resources.

Medium Significant /Medium risk of harm occurring
within 5
County matters which may impact, but does not appear to cause working
immediate or irreversible harm, on the designated sites listed above days
or may cause significant harm either to:
 local amenity;
 human health and/or safety;
 ground and/or surface water; or
 archaeological resources.
Low

1

Low Risk of harm occurring
within 10
County matters which do not appear to be causing significant harm working
or do not have the potential to cause significant harm to the days
designated sites listed in above or to:
 local amenity;
 human health and/or safety;
 ground and/or surface water; or
 archaeological resources.

Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention.
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information, to assess whether a breach
of planning control has occurred and to
gather evidence in respect of the
seriousness of any breach:

6 Investigating
Complaints
6.1

6.2

Complaints will be recorded and
acknowledged within 5 working days of
receipt. Complainants will be updated
at key stages during the investigation
and their details will be kept
confidential.





Following a desktop investigation into
the relevant planning history and
constraints relating to the land, officers
will usually need to undertake a site
visit to gather more information and
evidence relating to the alleged breach.



7.2
6.3

If a breach of planning control is
confirmed, the occupier/landowner will
be advised of the details of the breach
and of the likely steps and timescales
required to remedy it.

6.4

Further site visits and monitoring may
be undertaken to ensure the required
actions are completed within the
specified timescales.

6.5

Because breaches of planning control
relating to waste and mineral
development can have a serious and
detrimental impact on local amenity
and the environment, it is normal
practice for officers to notify the local
County Councillor (and occasionally also
the Parish Council) when there is a
confirmed breach of planning control in
the area that they represent.

There is no right of appeal against the
service of these notices and failure to
provide a formal written response to a
notice within the specified timescale is a
criminal offence, which is open to
prosecution.

8 When a Breach is
Confirmed
8.1

Before considering any possible
enforcement action, the investigation
will establish whether or not the
development is acceptable in principle,
and if anything needs to be done to
bring it up to a satisfactory standard, or
to ensure it complies with the relevant
legislation.

8.2

If the principle of development is not
acceptable, officers will consider what
action is appropriate to prevent it
continuing and produce a written report
to support any recommendations for
further action. The report will set out
the background and circumstances of
the breach, the planning harm caused,
any relevant planning policy, the

7 Legal Powers to Obtain
Information
7.1

A Planning Contravention
Notice under Section 171C
Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 as amended;
A notice under Section 330
of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990; and
A notice under Section 16
Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976.

The Council may serve the following
notices on the owner or occupier of the
land to obtain land ownership
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options for taking action and the
justification for the recommended
course of action.
8.3

Although the Council would prefer to
negotiate a satisfactory outcome, in
some cases formal enforcement action
may be considered necessary.

9.2

9.1



There are some circumstances where
the County Council will not be able to
take formal enforcement action. These
include:






When the Council determines
applications
for
its
own
development. In these cases, the
responsibility for compliance with
the permission lies with the relevant
Council Directorate. If the breach is
not remedied, the matter will be
reported
to
the
Planning
Committee.
Where the time limit for taking
action in respect of a breach of
planning control has expired,
Section 171B of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) explains the time scales
after which ongoing breaches of
planning control become immune
from enforcement action.
Where the development benefits
from permitted development rights
under the provisions of The Town
and Country Planning (General
Permitted Development) (England)
Order 2015 (as amended), provided
that all the relevant restrictions and
conditions have been met.

The County Council does not deal with
enforcement matters arising from:


9 Where Enforcement
Action will not be taken

Where the County matters have no
impact on designated sites or on the
local amenity and in cases where
technical breaches of planning
control cause no material harm or
adverse impact on amenity.

Fly tipping or general household
waste matters;
Development that has been
permitted by District Councils. The
Council may be involved in assessing
whether the importation of material
(such as hardcore) is necessary for
enabling the permitted scheme or
development to go ahead.

10 Retrospective
Applications
10.1 Where the unauthorised development
could be acceptable in planning terms
the
Council
may
ask
the
occupier/landowner to submit a
retrospective planning application. The
occupier/landowner will be encouraged
to seek pre-application advice before
submitting a retrospective planning
application. Officers will not provide
advice outside the formal preapplication advice process.
10.2 Information on obtaining formal preapplication advice is available on the
Council’s website at:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/bu
siness/planning-anddevelopment/planningapplications/submitting-a-planningapplication/
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10.3 The Council will not invite a
retrospective planning application if the
unauthorised development is contrary
to policy, or appears to have the
potential to cause harm that could not
be satisfactorily mitigated by the use of
planning conditions.
10.4 If a retrospective planning application is
invited and submitted, the Council will
not usually take formal enforcement
action whilst the application is being
considered. However, the Council will
continue to monitor the implications of
the development.
10.5 If planning permission is refused and
further negotiations fail to remedy the
breach, appropriate enforcement action
is likely to be pursued.
10.6 Where a retrospective planning
application is submitted contrary to
advice that there is no reasonable
prospect of planning permission being
granted, enforcement action may be
taken prior to the application being
determined.
10.7 The Council has the power to decline to
determine a retrospective planning
application for development, which is
already the subject of a pre-existing
enforcement notice.

11 Working with District
Councils and other
Agencies
11.1 If a breach of planning control that is
not either a ‘County matter’ or
permitted under Regulation 3 of the
Town and Country Planning General
Regulations 1992 (as amended) is
established, it will be passed on to the

relevant Local Planning
(District Council).

Authority

11.2 In
cases
where
unauthorised
development involves both County
matters and district planning issues, the
Council will liaise with the relevant
District Council to establish all the
lawful and unlawful planning land uses.
If enforcement action is considered to
be necessary and expedient, the Council
will work with the relevant District
Council to ensure that all aspects of the
planning harm can be adequately and
appropriately
addressed
before
commencing action. Each case will be
decided on its merits and consideration
will be given to the land use
implications and the respective
jurisdiction and powers of County and
District Councils.
11.3 In cases where the enforcement role is
shared with other agencies, (for
example the Police, Environment
Agency, Internal Drainage Boards,
Environmental Health Department of
the local council or the Health and
Safety Executive), the Council will
coordinate and collaborate with these
agencies
to
secure
regulatory
compliance is achieved effectively and
efficiently. Where it becomes necessary
to exchange information with partner
agencies, we ensure we follow the
requirements of the data protection
legislation,
and
other
relevant
legislation, in force at the time.
11.4 Where a breach of planning control
relating to county development occurs
within Cambridgeshire which impacts
on the amenity of residents in an
adjacent county, the investigating
officer will provide the other Council or
authority details of the breach within 5
working days.
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12 Principles of
Enforcement Action
12.1 Where breaches of planning control are
identified, the Council may take
enforcement action, where it is satisfied
that it is expedient, necessary and in the
public interest to do so.

12.8 National legislation provides the Council
with a number of enforcement tools,
which can be used to address breaches
of planning control. These include:





12.2 The Council will take a consistent, clear
and fair approach to enforcement,
having balanced the need for
environmental protection against the
desire to encourage sustainable
development.
12.3 The Council will usually only take
enforcement action when there is
evidence that a breach of planning
control has occurred that has, or is likely
to, cause demonstrable harm to the
public amenity or the environment.
12.4 Where an educational and advisory
approach has not succeeded in
remedying the harmful effects of
unauthorised development, continued
negotiations will not be allowed to
delay formal enforcement action.
12.5 The enforcement action taken and the
required
remediation
will
be
proportionate to the nature of the
breach.
12.6 The time taken to pursue formal action
varies on a case by case basis. The
emphasis will be on balancing the
urgency to remedy the planning breach
with mounting a properly constituted
legal response, taking into account
available resources.








Planning Contravention Notice
Section 215 Notice of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990
Breach of Condition Notice
Enforcement Notice
Stop Notice
Temporary Stop Notice
Prosecution
Default Action
Injunctive relief
Planning Enforcement Order.

12.9 Further information on planning
enforcement and the various options
available to the Council can be found
online at:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.
gov.uk/blog/guidance/ensuringeffective-enforcement/planningenforcement-overview/
12.10 Where an offence has been committed
under planning legislation, the Council
may, depending on the circumstances,
take action under the Proceeds of Crime
Act 2002 to recover a company’s or
individual’s assets that are considered
to be the proceeds of crime.

13 Enforcing Planning
Obligations
13.1

12.7 The Council will co-operate closely with
other agencies to ensure a satisfactory
solution to breaches of planning
control.
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Where a breach of a planning
obligation, such as an HGV routeing
scheme contained within a section 106
agreement or a unilateral undertaking
is identified, the Council will initially
try to address the breach by working
with the relevant site operator.

13.2

If the breach cannot be resolved by
negotiation and co-operation the
Council will, where necessary, take
legal advice on enforcing the relevant
clause of the planning obligation.

14 Feedback, comments
and complaints
14.1

If you wish to make an enquiry about
this Plan, provide feedback or raise a
complaint about the Enforcement
Service you can:
 contact the officer dealing with
your case directly;
 complete the online form;
 email
planningDC@cambridgeshire.gov.
uk;
 telephone us on 0345 045 5200
(charged at local rate); or
 contact your County Councillor.

15 Plan Review
15.1

This Enforcement Plan will be
reviewed every three years and
published on the Council website at:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/

15.2

The date of the next plan review will
be 2023.
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