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HEMINGFORD GREY PARISH COUNCIL 

Meeting of Hemingford Grey Parish Council  

held on Monday 10 October 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Reading Room  

 

Present: Cllrs: Robin Waters (Chairman) 

Richard Allen 

Janet Brasnell 

Derek Clifton 

 

Riva Elliott  

John Jenkin 

Jason Hall 

Peggy Seamark 

 

In attendance: 4 members of the public, County Cllr Ian Bates and Mrs C Newton 

(Minutes Secretary, LGS Services). 

Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County and 

District Councillors 

County Cllr Bates reported on: 

• The number of homes that Huntingdon District Council has. 

• The A14 preparatory work.  

• Devolution. This has been delayed and will come before the Councils next month.  

• Slurry work has been carried out. Cllr Bates asked to be informed of any problems. 

• That he would support a joint application with Fenstanton for a minor highways 

improvement scheme.  

It was reported that the traffic lights in London Road were very bright and dazzled motorists, 

preventing them from seeing the road ahead in the dark. Cllr Bates will look into this. 

Footpath work had been carried out. 

Apologies were conveyed from District Cllr Donaldson (unwell). Her previously circulated 

written report covered: 

• The bin round reconfiguration date is now 6 February 2017. It is planned that 

disruptions at Bank Holidays and over Christmas will in future be minimised. Cllr 

Donaldson asked that she be informed about any current specific problems with the 

waste collection rounds. 

Cllr Dew’s written report, as previously circulated, was read out by Cllr Waters. 

 “1. London Road – Joint Minor Works bid to CCC 

You will recall that last year our chosen bid was improvements on this road. We were not 

successful partially because the parish boundary with Fenstanton runs down the middle of the 

road. Cllr Bates had emailed us all to suggest that we consider a joint bid with Fenstanton 

Parish Council. He feels that this could be more viable. 

To that end both councils have to agree upon a joint bid if the other also agrees. I am asking 

that we bid for speeding reductions and road safety improvements along London Road in a 

joint bid with Fenstanton Parish Council. 

I have spoken to the Parish Clerk for Fenstanton and this item is on their agenda for their 

meeting on Thursday. Subject to both councils’ agreement, we can prepare a joint bid. 

2. CCTV and Neighbourhood Watch 

At the last meeting of the Parish Council I agreed to arrange a meeting at the District Council 

CCTV Centre, to enable members to gauge how CCTV may work for our village. 

Unfortunately I have not been able to arrange this meeting as the District Council has not had 

a CCTV manager in place. The new officer will be in office as from Tuesday. I will then get 

to arrange a meeting as soon as possible, hopefully on a Thursday as agreed. 

I have also, as you have, received an email from our Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

regarding CCTV and how we could offer our commitment. I have encountered another 



New volume 2015 

  
Hemingford Grey Parish Council minutes  10 October 2016 

70

problem here. The suggestions that have been put forward rely upon the District Council 

allowing us to piggy back on their new digital and wireless CCTV network. However, this is 

not yet in place and there is no date set yet when it will be. 

There is also some doubt cast by the Head of Service as to the costs involved. They also do 

not include all costs that could be incurred. 

As you know we are looking to arrange a village meeting with the Police Inspector for the 

sector soon. The Head of Service has also offered to join us that evening and I would suggest 

we accept the offer. That way we could also include Neighbourhood Watch in the meeting.” 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Dew and from District Cllr Donaldson.  

Cllr Clifton apologised for having to leave early at 9 pm. 

RESOLVED to note the resignations of Cllr Costello and Herring. 

Cllr Seamark indicated her intention to tender her resignation at the end of November. 

RESOLVED to thank Cllrs Costello and Herring for all their hard work as members. 
(Prop RW, 2nd JB, unanimous) 

2.  Declarations of interests 

2.1  To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda and 

details of dispensations held  

Cllr Allen declared an interest in item 5.4 given the proximity of the development to 

his property. 

2.2 To receive written and grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate for items on 

this agenda 

None. 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2016 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 12 September 2016
 
be approved and 

signed by the Chairman, after  amendments to item 8.3.1 to delete “should” and insert 

“normally” and to add “on a voluntary basis” and in 6.2.1 to add “for pensions 

administration.” 
(Prop JB, 2nd RA, unanimous) 

4. Co-option to fill casual vacancy – to consider any applications received or to 

consider how the seats will be filled 

 A resident expressed an interest in the vacancy and introduced himself, providing brief 

background information. He was asked to complete an application form.  

5.   To consider matters arising from the last or a previous meeting for info only 

unless detailed 

5.1 (6.2.1) CME Payroll and pensions returns costs – to consider quotations 

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will continue to use CME for payroll services 

and accept their price increase for pensions administration. 
(Prop JJ, 2nd JB, unanimous) 

5.2 (7.6) Proposal that Eastern Tree Surgery be contracted to cut back overhanging 

vegetation on gardens 

 Deferred to the next meeting to enable Cllr Brasnell to meet with three companies.  

5.3 (7.7) Cutting back of high level branches – to consider quotations if received 

 RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting. 

5.4 (8.1) London Road, St Ives – 40 mph speed limit – to consider report and if this 

should be a minor highways improvement bid 

 RESOLVED to note Cllr Dew’s previously circulated report and to accept his 

recommendation that the Parish Council submits a joint application with Fenstanton 

Parish Council, subject to their agreement, for the speed limit in London Road. 
(Prop JJ, 

2nd RE, carried with 6 in favour and 1 abstention) 
 Cllr Deew is to prepare and submit the application. 
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5.5 (8.3.1) Dog control issues and dog fouling on Daintree Green – to consider response 

from HDC and resident’s request that signs are erected 

 RESOLVED to note that on the advice of HDC, two signs regarding dogs on leads had 

been taken down some years ago as these were unenforceable.  

 RESOLVED to note the response from HDC, that Daintree Green is not covered as a 

“Dogs on Lead Area” under the Dog Control Orders, but if the culprits are known they 

can be reported and the HDC Dog Warden will deal with the matter. 

 County Cllr Bates left the meeting at 8.07 pm. 

 RESOLVED that the Environment Working Group should consider an area for dogs 

with a fence or a gateway, and that Cllr Brasnell should explore whether Daintree 

Green can be added to the HDC designated “Dogs on Lead” areas. 

 RESOLVED to reinstate the signs. 
(Prop RW, 2nd JB, carried with 6 in favour and 2 against) 

 
RESOLVED, given that a sheep had been killed, to place an item in the newsletter. 

5.6 (8.12) HDC – Orphan site maintenance – to consider report and recommendation from 

working group 

 On a proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to vary the order of business to defer 

this item until later in the meeting. 

6. Finance, procedure and risk assessment 

6.1 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

RESOLVED to receive the financial report and that the invoices and bank statements 

be checked before the cheques are signed at the end of the meeting.  

RESOLVED unanimously that the payments as listed in the finance report should be 

paid, plus K & M Lighting Services (Maintenance charge) £147.05. 
(Prop RW, 2nd JJ, 

unanimous) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cemetery arch had been painted but not oiled.  

6.2 Clerk report on any action taken using delegated powers or because of health and 

safety 

The Clerk had used her delegated powers to grant the exclusive right of burial for Plot 

C4 

6.3 To consider any matter which is urgent because of risk or health and safety 

 None. 

6.4 Review of Cemetery Regulations and Fees and memorial inspection arrangements 

RESOLVED under Clause (d) that the fee for interment of ashes and interment in a 

grave plot should both be £70. 
(Prop JJ, 2nd DC, carried with 6 in favour and 2 abstentions)  

RESOLVED to amend the period of the right to erect a memorial from 20 years to 50 

years to tie it into the purchase of the exclusive right
(Prop JJ, 2nd DC, unanimous) 

RESOLVED to obtain three quotations for a safety check by a memorial mason of all 

memorials in the parish cemetery on H&S grounds. Some memorials had recently 

been laid down. 

6.5 Littlejohn – annual audit conclusion 

 Noted. 

7. To receive reports and items from Committees, working groups and members for 

information only unless specified 

CAPALC (Training) £30.00 

Parish Online (Online mapping) £100.80 

PKF Littlejohn (External audit) £360.00 

HDC (Daintree Green rent) £37.50 

LGS Services (Admin support) £1407.94 

CME (Payroll) £1293.34 
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7.1 CCC Consolidated Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way in 

Cambridgeshire 

RESOLVED to note there had been no change. 

7.2 Litter bin review and to consider if provision is satisfactory 

 RESOLVED to obtain quotations for a new round black bin to replace the existing bin 

at the Hemingford Abbots end of the riverside path. 

 RESOLVED to move the existing bin to a location on Love Lane. 

 RESOLVED to move the existing bin on the Manor Road side of the Peace Memorial 

Field from halfway along the hedge to the entrance where the public footpath meets 

Manor Road. 
(Prop DC, 2nd JB, unanimous) 

8. To consider correspondence/communications received 

8.1 Resident – concerns about football on Daintree Green 

RESOLVED that Cllr Waters should raise the use of the School playing field with the 

Head Teacher at their termly meeting and put her in contact with Matt Warren and/or 

Neil Greatorex.
 

8.2  Resident – request for frog road warning signs in Marsh Lane 

RESOLVED that Cllr Waters should contact William Seale in Madingley for 

information about their frog warning signs.
 

5.6 (8.12) HDC – Orphan site maintenance – to consider report and recommendation from 

working group 

 Cllr Waters reported on a meeting with HDC regarding their plan of areas cut by them 

on behalf of CCC, and also the areas currently cut by Phoenix (the management 

company for the Yes Development); The Bedford Pilgrims Housing Association and 

Bedfordshire Grounds Maintenance and CCC. Maps are awaited. 

9. Closure of Meeting  

Signatories on the bank mandate will be an agenda item for the next meeting.  

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.53 pm. 

 

 

Signed          (Chairman)      (Date) 


